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The Food Bank for New York City, 
the city’s major hunger-relief 
organization, visited Brooklyn 
College earlier this month at the 
West Quad Building to provide free 
meals to students and raise hunger 
awareness.
 
In support of Hunger Action 
Month, which takes place through-
out the month of September, the 
NYC Food Bank partnered with 
Barilla Pasta in order to launch 
its 11th annual “Go Orange to End 
Hunger” campaign. This event calls 
on all New Yorkers to get involved 
and take action in support of the 
1.5 million New Yorkers who rely 
on Food Bank for New York City 
and its citywide network of chari-
ties. There was quite the long line 
as Brooklyn College students and 
staff alike enjoyed their free and 
healthy meal of a mixed green salad, 
barilla plus rotini pasta with barilla 
tomato sauce, along with seasonal 
fresh fruits.
 
Olivia VanGundy, the 24-year-old 

corporate-relations and founda-
tions coordinator of the Food Bank 
for New York City, also attended 
the event. VanGundy deals with 
business partnerships on the 
fundraising side of the operations, 
as well as carrying and educational 
background around public health. 
She was quite clear about who re-
ally utilizes these services, and that 
it doesn’t necessarily circle around 
homeless people alone. 

“The stats we have on borough sta-
tistics are really useful, but hunger 
is one of those issues that we call an 
‘invisible issue,’” Said VanGundy. 
“It’s one of those things you won’t 
necessarily see from looking at a 
person that’s necessarily experi-
encing hunger. And I think the big-
gest misconception is that people 
think we’re only feeding… homeless 
people, but our largest demographic 
is working poor.”

Surprisingly, the working-class, 
low-income New Yorkers are the 
ones who utilize these services the 

most. As told by VanGundy, the 
extra assistance that the Food Bank 
for New York City has to offer is re-
ally for individuals who are working 
hard every single day - something 
that plenty of people can relate to. 

“That was definitely surprising to 
me when I first started working at 
food bank,” VanGundy said. “In my 
head, I had my own misconceptions 
about hunger as a complex issue. 
I didn’t really understand exactly 
who was being affected by it and 
who was also helping to alleviate it. 
Definitely, I think being out on the 
field helps with that - to really see 
who you serve.” 

Like VanGundy said before, hunger 
is definitely an invisible issue. It 
doesn’t have a race, color, or gender.  
However, it still stands as a promi-
nent issue, and it’s good to know 
that organizations like the Food 
Bank for New York City exists to 
help the people in need.

What is it like living as a reporter? 
Who decides the stories for the 
day? What are the risks involved 
in reporting news? Chasing stories 
can be quite hectic, exciting and 
dangerous. What about breaking 
news? Delivering as accurately-
as-possible current events just in 
time to meet the deadline can be 
exhausting and frustrating. But at 
the end of the day, there is a sense 
of accomplishment giving your 
readers the latest news that matters 
most to them.

     Ric Medrow, a history professor 
at Kingsborough Community Col-
lege, started off as a young reporter, 
stating, “The job market is sin-
cerely difficult in journalism. Fewer 
people are reading the newspaper. 
Their circulation is down. There 
are Internet jobs available, but even 
those are few and far in between 
compared from before ’91 with the 
advent of the internet. They are not 

the jobs they used to be. You often 
work fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty 
hours a week on high-pressured 
deadlines. But I loved it. I loved be-
ing able to change people’s lives.” 

      Medrow recounted a story of 
when he had to interview women 
who had been sexually harassed by 
a police officer. It was frustrating 
because the women were afraid to 
talk for fear of police retaliation. 
In order not to put the newspaper 
in a libelous position, his editor 
told him, “If we’re going to publish 
stories about this guy and ruin his 
career, we can’t do anything off the 
record or on background. It has 
to be on the record or a matter of 
public record.” Yes, fact-checking is 
everything in newspaper reporting. 
A lesson to always keep in mind is 
to check and double-check the sto-
ry. As the old editors were known 
to say, “If your mother tells you she 
loves you, get two other sources to 

back it up!” 

      There are different rules when 
editing a story. In varying publica-
tions, they each have their own 
way of wording, spelling, styles and 
usage of language. Danial Adkison, 
copy editor of The New York Times, 
says, “Any publication, whether it’s 
The New York Times, the Village 
Voice, or Time Magazine, is going to 
have a house style and a style book. 
And you follow the rules laid out in 
that style book. So with regard to 
spelling certain words, things can 
be spelled in different ways by dif-
ferent publications. In the Times, 
we do courtesy titles. We would call 
someone Mister or Ms. or some-
times Mrs., whereas in other places 
they won’t do that. There are rules 
about whether to use a comma and 
spaces between dashes. There are 
different rules about everything 
and some of the most basic details 
are the kind of stuff that you worry 

Food For Thought

The Reporters

BY: NATHANIEL BUTLER

BY: LYDIA CHAIS

(continued on Page 4)
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In anticipation for the 2016 Olym-
pics, Rio shoved her economic crisis 
under the rug in hopes of the reap-
ing the benefits the event would give 
her. This past year, while Brazilian 
students were occupying schools and 
protesting the problems in the edu-
cation system, while teachers were 
going unpaid, several gleaming high-
rise towers shot up in the heart of 
Rio. Gyms, restaurants, coffee shops 
and other recreational facilities 
surrounded these towers to form the 
Olympic Village.  And, while the Rio 
government spent an estimated $4.6 
billion on the Olympic games, build-
ing and renovating new stadiums 
that are likely to never be used again, 
Brazilian citizens in poor neighbor-
hoods known as “favelas” struggled 
under the economic pressure. 

Some say that although there were 
a plethora of negative effects of the 
Olympic Games on Rio’s economy 
and its citizens, there were positive 
results that outweighed the nega-
tive. In the City of God favela, the 
public clinics were quickly modern-
ized due to Olympic-related needs. 
Additionally, nearly one hundred 
bus lanes were built. New museums 
were brought into fruition. However, 
the fact is that if Rio had the money 
to spend on the Olympics, did it not 
have the money to achieve those 
few benefits and more without the 
Olympics? “No one ever said that 
the Olympics were going to solve 
every city’s problems,” said Rio’s 
mayor, Edaurdo Paes. “But we used 
the games as a good excuse to get a 
lot of things done – things that have 
been the dreams for mayors for fifty 

years.” The mayor’s statement per-
sonifies the unwritten rule in politics 
that money only appears when 
government officials say the magic 
words. Citizen need is not enough to 
pull the rabbit out of the hat. 

What we are left with is a pristine-
looking Olympic village that houses 
the winners of the world, overlook-
ing the losing citizens. This juxtapo-
sition is reminiscent of the districts 
in the Hunger Games series.  District 
12 is a desolate district where the 
inhabitants have to fight every day 
to live, right beside the Victor Vil-
lage where the victors of the Hunger 
Games live in the lap of luxury. Some 
say that at least the Rio games boost-
ed the country’s morale. But this 
boost is only superficial. When the 
glitz and glamour recede, the citizens 

will see that the country hasn’t really 
changed. Even the pristine towers 
were only superficially pristine, with 
exposed wire, plumbing problems, 
and power cuts revealing the coun-
try’s disarray. 

Now that the 2016 Olympic games 
are over and the countries have col-
lected their medals, the Olympic Vil-
lage grows quiet. The poor, displaced 
citizens cannot be heard anymore 
under the slabs of sparkling con-
crete. They will continue to be silent, 
listening to the click-clacking of the 
shiny soles of real estate developers 
as they quickly turn the village into 
the luxury neighborhood of “Ilha 
Pura,” or Pure Island. Pure of what, I 
don’t know… but it sure isn’t sin.

Rio: Victor Village?

Election season can be a stressful 
time. A time of heated debate, par-
tisan anger, and all-around chaos. 
Never has this been more apparent 
than with the 2016 election, which 
has proven tumultuous by any stand-
ards. Between the criminal allegations 
surrounding Hillary Clinton and the 
unstable rantings of Donald Trump, 
America is faced with a choice that is 
truly a lesser of two evils.

In light of this, many Americans I’ve 
spoken to wish to avoid the mad-
ness altogether – specifically, they’ve 
decided not to vote. No matter who 
wins the election, they philosophize, 
America loses.
But I’m here to offer a bold statement: 
Not voting for either party could be 
potentially be the most damaging 
choice of all.

It’s no secret that this election has 
grated on a large segment of the Amer-
ican public. The liberally-slanted 
media has beaten down on Trump at 
every possible occasion, far more than 
they ever did on Mitt Romney in 2012. 
(Ironically, it can be theorized that it 
was Trump’s penchant for attention 

that so attracted the media to him in 
the first place, and ultimately made 
him recognizable enough to secure 
the nomination.) Meanwhile, Clinton 
has garnered the Democratic nomina-
tion almost effortlessly, despite her 
endlessly checkered past, and despite 
throngs of ardent Sanders supporters 
trying their best to feel the Bern. This 
election has exposed serious flaws in 
our electoral system, and has made 
both political parties look even more 
incompetent than usual.

But despite the antagonism surround-
ing both our Presidential candidates, 
there is one thing that needs to be 
made clear: Clinton and Trump both 
have supporters. Yes, though it may 
take some time to process the idea, 
there are people who are able to look 
past Hillary’s scandal-ridden past, 
just as there are those who are amused 
by every racist and xenophobic line 
that drops out of Donald’s mouth. 
Granted, these two groups are radi-
cally different, but there is too much 
statistical evidence to suggest that 
they don’t exist.

Abstaining from the voting booth 

Rock the Vote: 2016 Edition
BY: JOSHUA BERGSTEIN

(continued on page 7)
Source: media.mlive.comSource: motherjones.com

BY: KEREN GOLDBERGER
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Every time fall comes around in 
New York City, you can almost 
smell the anxiety saturate the crisp 
air once again as students brace 
themselves for the coming semes-
ter. However, to make up for all the 
extra intensity, there is fall fashion. 
While I may dread stowing away my 
sundresses and sandals, I can take 
solace in the new fall fashions.  This 
fall semester is all about different 
textures and patterns: From state-
ment furs to gold metallic; from 
patent leather to velvet. 

Velvet Everything: First, you 
must stock up on velvet everything - 

skirts, boots, jackets, and even bags. 
Velvet adds the perfect contrast 
texture to every outfit. 

Statement Fur: Next, following in 
the vein of texture - find yourself a 
statement fur. While it used to be 
that fur coats and jackets could only 
be worn for nights out or soirees 
at the Waldorf, now a fur jacket or 
vest can be layered over any colored 
blouse for a chic school-to-work 
outfit. Fur can also be added to the 
lining of your coat or the top of a bag 
for a chic touch. 

Gold Metallic: Completing the 

fall texture trend is a gold foil-like 
metallic. This liquid molten color is 
something to look out for on party 
dresses, skirts, and sweaters.

Dark Florals: Fall florals are all the 
rage now. While thought to be worn 
only in spring and summer, these 
winter blooms can be worn with 
booties and a denim jacket for a fall 
transition.

The Versatile Choker: My 
favorite fall trend this year is the 
choker. While at first glance, it may 
spark the memory of ‘90s mid-
dle schoolers with plastic chokers 

donned in fashion faux paus’ that 
I would rather forget, the choker 
was quickly redefined as the perfect 
everyday accessory, as well as for 
parties and special occasions. They 
spice up every outfit: black velvet 
for everyday, stones and appliques 
for the weekend.

Off-the-Shoulder Tops: Naturally, 
the off-the-shoulder top comes 
along with the choker. This combi-
nation of covering up a little skin 
and showing a little shoulder gives 
just the right amount of ooh-la-la 
and just might help you forget about 
the those papers that are piling up.

FALL TRENDS
BY: KEREN GOLDBERGER

about when you’re editing.

     “The AP style book is a general 
style book that a lot of places use 
because, if they are smaller publica-
tions, they don’t have the resources 
to pour into writing their own style 
book or have the need to write their 
own style book. They would take 
the AP style book, which has a lot of 
general rules, which, when applied, 
you don’t have to put in the extra 
effort to create your own style.”

     The reason that style is important 
in different publications is that you 
have to establish credibility in what 
you are saying, and so grammar 
counts. You want your audience to 
believe, have confidence and trust 
that what you’re writing is accurate, 
trustworthy and consistent. If there 
are too many errors, it detracts from 
the reporting. Adkison concludes, 
“Basically, style is important to us 
because it’s a guiding light on how 

we edit articles. It gives instruc-
tions on what we should change and 
how we present these articles.”

     Jarrett Murphy, editor-in-chief of 
City Limits states: “Now one of the 
trends that’s happening is that there 
used to be different editorial jobs 
that are now being collapsed into a 
smaller number of jobs or a one-
person’s job. In the Village Voice, 
we had the editor-in-chief, the 
managing editor, associate editor 
that worked with you on your copy, 
copy-editor who looked at approv-
ing stories and making decisions. 
I am the editor-in-chief and I am 
deciding what articles we should do 
and making decisions when there 
are questions on reporting ethics, 
but I’m also doing a line edit and 
I’m doing a fact check. Mainly I am 
avoiding any potential claims of 
libel and character defamation.” 

     Murphy confirms that the best 

defense to libel is to tell the truth, 
and so documenting everything – 
being very careful about the word-
ing, the usage of language, and 
getting a couple of lawyers to make 
sure that the language is legally air 
tight – is crucial to the success of a 
publication. It should also be read-
able to the general audience. Make 
sure that whatever you write on is 
true, accurate and relevant to the 
story. 

     Writing a story is not an easy task 
and keeping an audience engaged 
in reading that story is a challenge. 
The Internet has been a big factor in 
vying for the attention of very busy 
people. They are reading less and 
want a quick and inexpensive copy. 
However, people all over the world 
are attracted to breaking news. 
They are interested in the lives of 
others, and without the reporter, 
stories about those others would 
not not be possible. 

     Reporters have risked their lives. 
Many have even lost theirs while 
reporting stories. They have given 
up living in their own homelands, 
learned a different culture and 
language to go off to war-torn coun-
tries. They do all this just to keep us 
enlightened on what goes on around 
the world. Uncovering a story can 
topple empires, change politics, 
bring justice to otherwise defeated 
nations, and have been known to 
save countless lives. The life of a 
reporter can be chaotic, thankless 
and often high pressured, but it’s a 
job to be respected. Reporters take 
these risks because by documenting 
first-hand the things that are eye-
witnessed both locally and inter-
nationally, the truth can be clearly 
and loudly voiced – and hopefully, a 
positive change may result.

(continued from page 2)
The Reporters

Source: etsy.com Source: zara.com Source: lolobu.com
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Before he even began his opening 
monologue, Emmy Awards host 
Jimmy Kimmel bounded off the 
stage, raced down the aisle, and 
handed an award to Transparent 
star Jeffrey Tambor. “All right,” he 
addressed the audience, “that saved 
us 22 minutes.”

Kimmel’s point – to mock the sheer 
predictability of the Emmys – was 
obvious. And in this case, not 
unfounded: Tambor did eventually 
earn the award for Lead Actor in a 
Comedy. His was not the only pre-
dictable award of the evening: Ju-
lia-Louis Dreyfus, for the fifth year 
in a row, won for her work on Veep, 
a series which itself won another 
award for Outstanding Comedy. 
Game of Thrones, last year’s other 
big winner, again scored Outstand-
ing Drama, and perennial favorite 
People v. OJ Simpson dominated the 
miniseries category. (Three of the 
miniseries acting awards went to 
OJ stars – Courtney B. Vance, Sarah 
Paulson, and Sterling K. Brown, 
while the fourth went to American 
Crime star Regina King.)

Yes, there was a lot about the 2016 
Emmys that was easily predictable. 
But at the same time, there were a 
number of surprises.

Some of those surprises were of 
the head-scratching variety – Ben 
Mendelsohn winning for a season 
of Bloodline he barely appeared 
in, Grease: Live winning an award 
for Variety Special – but others 
were worth cheering for. Tatiana 
Maslany, the chameleonic star of 
Orphan Black, finally won a well-
deserved Drama Actress award, 
while Kate McKinnon took home 
Saturday Night Live’s first acting 
award in decades. Key and Peele 
and Last Week Tonight also snagged 
their first big wins, and Master of 
None grabbed the Comedy Writ-
ing award.  (The surprises weren’t 
reserved for the audiences at home, 
either – Patton Oswalt was so sure 
he wouldn’t win for his stand-up act 
that he didn’t even bother preparing 
a speech.)

But perhaps the biggest surprise 
was that the ceremony itself – for 

the first time in years – was actually 
good.

The Emmys are, by design, a clumsy 
and overlong affair. There are too 
many awards to give out, and it’s 
very easy to turn the proceedings 
into a drag. But while there were a 
couple of sore spots, the momen-
tum generally sustained itself for a 
lengthy amount of the three-hour 
running time.

Kimmel’s opening monologue 
set the tone amusingly and, hav-
ing learned from his mistakes in 
hosting the 2012 Emmys, he kept 
the tiresome shtick to a minimum. 
(Barring an only fitfully amusing 
gag in which he handed out food 
to the celebrity audience.) Sev-
eral of the celebrity introductions 
were fun and on the mark, and the 
acceptance speeches were often 
moving as well. (The highlights 
included Oswalt’s brief tribute to 
his late wife, McKinnon’s stammer-
ing thank-yous, and Sarah Paulson’s 
moving apology to Marcia Clark, 
the woman she had played on Peo-

ple v OJ and brought with her to the 
ceremony.

Perhaps the key to this year’s suc-
cess was that it didn’t rely on prere-
corded skits (outside of the obliga-
tory opening scene, which featured 
cameos from the Modern Family 
squad, a Game of Thrones dragon, 
and… Jeb Bush?) Instead, there 
were on-air tributes to the late 
Garry Marshall and Garry Shan-
dling. And the night culminated in 
a loving reunion between NYPD 
Blue stars Dennis Franz and Jimmy 
Smits. “Ipsa this, Bobby Simone!” 
Franz said, invoking a famous line 
from the show’s pilot.

The Emmys are designed to pay 
tribute to television, and too often 
they resort to mere aloofness and 
back-patting. There was some of 
that in this year’s ceremony as well, 
but it was more than compensated 
for by a level of fun and sentimen-
tality, and quite a few deserving 
wins. For the first time in years, the 
Emmys managed to live up to the 
shows they were praising.  

Emmys 2016: The Biggest Surprise
BY: JOSHUA BERGSTEIN

Source: bgr.com
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“Space – the final frontier.”

Even people who’ve never laid 
eyes on an episode of Star Trek 
are familiar with this iconic 
phrase. It’s a line that kicked 
off one of the most successful 
franchises in television history – 
a line repeated numerous times, 
in numerous episodes, as well as 
in a good deal of franchise-based 
films.

And it’s been fifty years since the 
line was first uttered.

Star Trek first premiered on 
NBC on September 8, 1966. The 
original series (as it’s now com-
monly referred to) ran for three 
little-watched seasons before the 
network pulled the plug. Over the 
next few years, though, a fandom 
began building up – a fandom 
that would soon define the term 
“cult following.”

Over the decades, the original 
Star Trek has spawned five 
spinoff TV series (including one 
animated version) and thirteen 
feature films, as well as countless 
tie-in novels and video games. 
Scholars have written lengthy 
essays about the franchise’s 
tremendous influence. “Live long 
and prosper” has entered the 
cultural lexicon, and the Klin-
gon language has earned its own 
dictionary. Dozens of fan conven-
tions are held each year, allow-

ing fans to interact about their 
favorite episodes, characters, and 
alien races.

I attended one such convention 
recently – the Star Trek: Mis-
sion New York gathering that 
took place in Manhattan over 
the first weekend in September. 
My understanding of Star Trek 
conventions had been largely 
colored by the media – they 
were places where 40-year-old 
men dressed up as Klingons and 
paraded around, uttering inde-
cipherable phrases and debating 
the varied length of Mr. Spock’s 
eyebrows. I was thus concerned 
that I would feel left out of this 
gathering around a cornerstone 
of geek culture, despite my own 
personal familiarity with the 
world of Trek.

But as it turned out, I was pleas-
antly surprised. Sure, there were 
a few fans dressed as Starfleet of-
ficers and Vulcans (and an alarm-
ing number of women done up 
to look like Seven of Nine), but 
no one seemed especially weird 
or out-of-touch with reality. On 
the contrary, the fans I spoke to 
were extremely polite and well-
mannered, and more than willing 
to reflect on their initial experi-
ences with Gene Roddenberry’s 
beloved franchise. (One man I 
spoke to wistfully recalled his 
first experience with Star Trek, 
watching it as a child on the very 

night it first premiered.)
A few Trek-related celebrities 
turned up as well. I was lucky 
enough to speak with David Ger-
rold (writer of one of the show’s 
most popular episodes, “The 
Trouble with Tribbles”), and I 
even met comic-book legend 
John Byrne, who currently works 
on the Star Trek graphic novels. 
Many other fans milled about 
at various exhibits, testing Trek 
apps, reading Trek books, and 
fitting themselves for custom-
made Starfleet uniforms.

Having only paid for a one-day 
pass, I only had time for one 
panel event. I picked the Deep 
Space Nine reunion, in which 
six actors from the classic 1990s 
spinoff (Rene Auberjonois, Mi-
chael Dorn, Terry Farrell, Cirroc 
Lofton, Armin Shimerman, and 
Nana Visitor) gathered together 
to discuss the impact and influ-
ence of the most unusual of all 
the Trek shows. (Whereas most 
of the series in the franchise 
were focused on standalone sto-
ries and optimistic characters, 
Deep Space Nine told a darker 
story, with heavy continuity and 
harsh drama.)

At one point during the panel, 
a fan who had come all the way 
from Indonesia asked the stars 
how they felt about the common 
argument that Deep Space Nine is 
not “real” Star Trek, since it took 

place on a stagnant space station, 
rather than a mobile ship.

“Our show had the same mes-
sages as the other Star Treks,” 
Shimerman answered. “Star 
Trek is not simply about explora-
tion of space. Star Trek is about 
exploration of people – different 
cultures, different races, differ-
ent backgrounds.”

The message resonates. Star 
Trek has taken on many forms 
and permutations in the last fifty 
years, but it has always remained 
true to its futuristic visions – the 
visions expressed by Gene Rod-
denberry all those years ago.
Next January, CBS will debut a 
new Star Trek series on their All-
Access streaming service. Creat-
ed by Bryan Fuller (a former Star 
Trek: Voyager writer who has 
since gone on to create such great 
shows as Wonderfalls and Han-
nibal), the series will focus on a 
new set of characters from a new 
set of perspectives. (For the first 
time ever, the ship’s captain will 
not be the central focus – rather 
the series will concentrate on a 
female lieutenant commander.) 
But no matter what may change, 
the series will succeed or fail 
largely on how well it captures 
the themes, concepts, and visions 
that, for decades, have become 
synonymous with Star Trek.

Source: wired.com

Star Trek: Boldly Going for 50 Years
BY: JOSHUA BERGSTEIN

Source: wired.com
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BY: BRUCE CRANE

“A Hilarious Live Conversation 
with Mel Brooks, Back in the Saddle 
Again”

Radio City Music Hall, September 
1, at 7:30 pm. The line to get in was 3 
blocks long. Mel Brooks was a direc-
tor, producer, writer and actor who 
won a Tony, Emmy, Grammy and 
Oscar, well-known for movies such 
as The Producers, Blazing Saddles, 
Young Frankenstein, High Anxiety, 
History of the World Part I, To Be or 
Not to Be, Spaceballs and Life Stinks. 
Brooks went to Brooklyn College for 
a year and Lincoln High School for a 
year.

Brooks grew up in in Williamsburg 
and was taught the drums by Buddy 
Rich, who became a famous band 
drummer. He got his start in the Cat-
skill Mountains Borscht Belt resorts 
and nightclubs as a drummer and 

pianist. A comedian could not make it 
and Brooks filled in.   
 
He started in television writing for 
“Your Show of Shows” which also 
starred Imogene Coca and Carl Rein-
er. The writers there and a spinoff 
show became famous and were: Neil 
Simon, Larry Gelbart (who wrote 
Mash) and Woody Allen, among oth-
ers. Plays, a television character, and 
a film were loosely written about that 
group.  Brooks, with Buck Henry, cre-
ated the television series “Get Smart.”

Brooks worked for Sid Caesar, who 
was very strong. At a meeting of 
writers, he told Sid the room was 
too stuffy from the cigarettes and 
he needed air. Sid held him out the 
window as he saw the taxis below and 
asked, “You got enough air?”  

Brooks comes off as a fun character 

and practical joker. He worked for a 
major film studio and was enraged 
when his friend found out he was 
fired - not in person, but by having his 
name taken off his office door. Brooks 
arrived to the studio early the next 
day and switched the names on the 
office doors from the second and third 
floors so everyone would think they 
were fired. The president found out 
he did it and was mad as can be.

The night at Radio City Music Hall 
started with a screening of Blazing 
Saddles, a film that still holds up in 
terms of comedy, though it has a lot of 
racial jokes inappropriate by today’s 
standards. (It was released in 1974.)
 
At 90 years old, Brooks still has a lot 
of energy. In his 70-minute question-
and-answer period, he really got into 
it as a storyteller, acting out parts, 
showing emotions, singing, and 

walking around as he talked. He was 
good at the impromptu one-liner 
or one-word as well. When he took 
questions from the audience and was 
asked “Boxer or briefs?” he replied, 
“Depends.”

The Radio City Hall’s cheapest ticket 
with charges was $87, and many had 
$500 tickets for a private party for 
a photo and autograph session with 
Brooks. The crowd was in stitches, 
laughing and giving standing ova-
tions. Brooks talked very fondly of his 
wife, award-winning actress Anne 
Bancroft, and spoke about recently 
deceased comedian Gene Wilder. 

Brooks has a book out next month 
about another one of his movies 
called “Young Frankenstein: A Mel 
Brooks Book: The Story of the Making 
of the Film.” He will also be touring.

Blazing Mel Brooks

Rock the Vote

seems like a bold statement, but 
good luck giving that statement any 
traction. While the percentages of 
voter turnout have declined in recent 
decades, the rise in population has led 
to more people casting their vote than 
ever. Voter turnout hit an all-time 
high in 2008, and the 2012 turnout 
was a close second. With more vot-
ers come more fringe opinions and 
clashing ideals, the majority of which 
can viably gravitate to one of the two 
major political parties. At this rate, it 
seems almost impossible to think that 
the only winning move would be not 
to vote.

Okay, you ask, but what about the 
third-party candidates? Well, even if 
you think that Garry Johnson and Jill 
Stein are more admirable candidates 
than our two frontrunners (and who 
could blame you?), there’s really no 
hope of getting either of them elected. 
Again, see my above comment about 
legitimate Trump and Clinton sup-
porters – and ask yourself if there are, 
in fact, even a fraction as many Stein 
supporters. Beyond this, third par-

ties have never gained a real footing 
in the mind of the American public, 
and to many, it’s still the equivalent of 
“throwing away your vote.” 

Laugh if you want, but in this elec-
tion, that concern is especially real. 
With two third-party runners – one 
Green, one Independent – the vote is 
split more than ever, and the chance 
of either Stein or Johnson gaining 
much more than a percentage point 
seems ludicrous. Think back to the 
primaries, when Rubio and Cruz 
wound up undermining each other in 
numerous state elections, ultimately 
allowing Trump to pull ahead with 
higher voting numbers.

There’s a theory that supporting one 
of the third parties, while it won’t 
shift the dynamics of this election, 
might raise enough awareness of 
other candidates to change up our 
nation’s politics in 2020, 2024, and 
so on. But this theory ignores the very 
nature of the US political system. 
Politics, by design, are unpredictable, 
and it’s nearly impossible to tell who 

will gain the nomination from one 
election to the next. (Was anyone 
talking about Obama in 2004?) It 
makes little sense to base your vote 
solely on an event that may or may 
not even occur four years from now.
On top of this, having three or four 
major political candidates would 
disrupt the system even further. If 
the Green and Independent Parties 
would gain equal footing to the Demo-
crats and Republicans, party lines 
would only splinter even further. 
Before long, there would be six or 
seven or even a dozen candidates on 
the November ballot. All of which is 
to say nothing of the fact that more 
candidates means a greater likelihood 
of a widely-unpopular candidate seiz-
ing the Presidency – he wouldn’t even 
need 30% of the popular vote.

Our voting system is a few centuries 
old, and as such, it’s rather worn out. 
A few changes have been made, but 
mostly with regards to voting rights 
– minorities, women, 18-year-olds. 
The system itself remains fundamen-
tally unchanged, even as party lines 

become more and more divisive. So… 
what to do?

There are hopes that the 2016 elec-
tion will be a wake-up call for our 
government. Trump’s nomination in 
particular has rattled the Republican 
Party, and they will likely be spurred 
into regrouping and reassessing their 
ideals for the next election. There’s 
a good chance that the 2020 election 
will be less stressful, and the 2024 
election (in which both our leading 
candidates will hopefully be out of the 
picture) could be a breath of fresh air.
But, as I said, we must first make it 
through the 2016 election. And to that 
effect, I make one request to you, dear 
reader: Vote. Look long and hard at 
these two candidates, and ask your-
self: “Which one of these would be a 
less disastrous leader for our coun-
try?”

It’s not the most idealistic question, 
I’ll grant. But trust me when I say that 
someday, you’ll be glad you gave a 
legitimate answer.

Continued from Page 3
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As a freshman, the first week can always 
feel like the hardest when it comes to 
settling in, but that didn’t seem too much 
as the case for eighteen-year-old Frederic 
Aurelien,  who had quite the head start on 
his Brooklyn College experience. During 
Brooklyn College’s 2016 club fair on Au-
gust 30 at the West Quad, Aurelien could 
be see carrying himself with confidence 
among his peers as he fully embodied the 
appearance of a young adult enjoying his 
new academic lifestyle.  When ques-
tioned, Aurelien was pretty vocal about 
sharing his first week experience in a very 
telling interview. Select excerpts of the 
interview follow:

NB: So, can you tell me about the journey 
in coming to Brooklyn College? How did 
your first week treat you?

FA: Well, my first week was just so dif-
ferent, so different from anything I’d ever 
really been through. Just the vibe, the 
energy. And visually it’s so stimulating 
from regular high school life. Pretty much 
just the scene, and then getting to know 
the teachers, it’s just more freeing than 
public high school. Or more intimate in 
certain ways.

NB: What do you love about being at 
Brooklyn College?

FA: I’ve only had two days of classes; but 
what I love about being here – it’s a sense 
of family, definitely. It’s a sense of every-
body trying to look out for one another 
and bring each other up. You know, it 
wasn’t like that in high school. It was 
more like, “Push them out, push them out. 
Give them this, give them that.” But here, 

it’s like everybody is looking out for each 
other, it’s like a family. 

NB: Was there anything that you were 
nervous about? 

FA: Yeah, I was nervous that I wouldn’t 
do well at all… I was just told while I was 
in high school, “This is a bad high school,  
this is a bad schooling system, they’re not 
getting you ready for college. You’re not 
going to know what to do.” But you know, 
I just had to trust myself, and that’s how 
the summer program helped me a lot. It 
helped me get focused on what I should 
do.

NB: Tell me about the summer program.

FA: Well, it’s the BLMI (Black and Latino 
Male Initiative) summer program. I got 
an email, and I wasn’t doing anything 
productive, so I was like, “Let me go to 
this, this is something that will probably 
get my mind right.” You know, transition 
from high school to college. It was just, 
it was really amazing, and I never knew 
there were so many opportunities out 
there for me. If it wasn’t for that, I prob-
ably would have just been going to college, 
going to class, and coming back home, and 
not really being involved or anything. 

NB: What are you looking forward to the 
most? 

FA: I’m looking forward to building a fam-
ily here, you know? Building friends here, 
and just getting my name out there, and 
just trying to go for everything I want to 
go for. And hopefully, BLMI can help me 
succeed. 

First Steps, First College
BY: NATHANIEL BUTLER

8 Reasons... To Complete an Undergraduate Internship

1. Connections, connections, con-
nections: It’s a dog-eat-dog world out 
there, and although you probably are 
already talented and driven, when 
you intern at a place where you want 
to work in the future, you create the 
opportunity to impress your poten-
tial employers before the interview. 
It never hurts to have friends in high 
places.

2. Make new friends with your inter-
ests: You can make new friends that 
will be able to sympathize with you as 
you vent about the upcoming LSAT 
because they are right there with you. 
Plus, the fact that they are at this in-

ternship with you shows they are as 
smart and driven as you are. So, even 
if you don’t keep in touch with most 
of them, they might, for example, at-
tend the same graduate school. More 
study buddies are always welcome. 

3. Go behind the scenes: From my ex-
perience, when you’re an intern, you 
can go wherever you want. You can 
sit in on meetings, breakfasts, confer-
ences, and get a behind-the-scenes 
look and your potential future career.

4. Take you career for a test drive: 
Interns get to try out their career for 
a semester. You can work right along-

side your future self. If you don’t like 
what you see, you just prevented 
yourself from making what could 
have been the biggest mistake of your 
life.

5. Build up your resume: This one’s 
pretty self-explanatory.

6. Develop real-world work skills: 
Let’s get serious her for a second. Lik-
ing you friend’s Instagram post does 
not hone your interpersonal skills, no 
matter how many followers you have. 
Getting out into the working world 
and speaking to and interacting in a 
professional work environment does. 

It might even attract more followers.

7. Make some money : Some intern-
ships even pay you a decent amount 
of money! That is, unless you’re in-
terested in public service law. If you 
want to go into public service law, I 
feel you, but don’t despair. The work 
is its own reward.

8. Generally, become more awesome: 
The culmination of all these benefits 
will undoubtedly result in a more 
awesome you.  What are you waiting 
for?

By: KEREN GOLDBERGER

UPCOMiNg EVENtS 

September 30: friday
Deadline to submit Thesis title through Thesis 

Submission Online (graduate division).

September 30: friday
Deadline to apply for the language and 

Comprehensive Exams (graduate division)

October 2-4: Sunday-tuesday
No classes scheduled.

October 6: Thursday
Conversion day;

classes follow a Monday schedule.

October 10: Monday
Columbus Day holiday;

college closed.
No classes scheduled.

October 11-12: tuesday-Wednesday
No classes scheduled.

October 14: friday
Conversion day;

classes follow a tuesday Schedule.

Comments? Questions? 
Suggestions? Email us at 

nightcallnews@gmail.com


