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Immigrants come from all over 
the world to the United States. 
Some seeking freedom to practice 
their religion, some for economic 
reasons, others seeking asylum. 
Many are desperately trying to es-
cape poverty and oppression, or to 
seek educational opportunities for 
themselves and their children. Un-
fortunately, some have even risked 
their lives trekking borders, cross-
ing oceans, taking chances by pay-
ing exuberant amounts of money to 
unscrupulous human-traffickers. 
However, Nila came here for a very 
different reason.

“It was an arranged marriage from 
two families. I was twenty-one. I 
knew him, but never talked and 
liked him because we didn’t have 
anything in common. My mom was 
worried that no one would marry 
me.”  

Nila’s family was considered part of 
the elite, her father being a banker, 
and her mother a doctor. She was 
well educated and owned her own 
business, a non-profit organization 
that provided social, economic, and 

legal representation for women. 

According to cultural traditions, if 
Nila wanted to speak to her father, 
she would have to speak to her 
mother, and then her mother would 
speak in her behalf to her father. 
These teachings were inculcated to 
her from infancy.

“I’m a leader, he’s a leader. He’s also 
educated. He wanted to control me 
and started beating me. When I told 
him I was pregnant, he wanted me 
to have an abortion.” She refused. 

In their essay “Psychological 
Effects of Domestic Violence,” 
psychologists, Natalia Zancan 
and Virginia Graciela Wasserman 
concur that “Domestic violence is 
considered a human rights viola-
tion on a public health issue.” Wom-
en who suffer from the emotional 
and physical abuse from intimate 
partners suffer from depression, 
anxiety, and the inability to form 
healthy relationships. If she’s a 
working woman, domestic violence 
also affects a woman’s performance 
at the job; her children also suffer 

because they lose sleep and live in a 
constant atmosphere of fear. 

Finally, after suffering years from 
spousal abuse, Nila had enough 
and sought a divorce. Obtaining a 
divorce in her country was cultural 
suicide; her daughter would be la-
beled and it would make it very dif-
ficult for her to marry in the future. 
And so Nila made the difficult deci-
sion, leaving her family and looking 
to America for a new beginning. 

“My father died knowing he had 
made the wrong decision. The 
United States is an immigrant’s 
country. I came for my daughter’s 
sake, I am free here.” 

The changed attitudes about do-
mestic violence have taken centu-
ries in America. It was a slow and 
painful growing process before this 
dilemma was finally addressed. It’s 
still an ongoing worldwide problem 
that persists in many other coun-
tries. Hopefully, through education 
and the backing of the law, domes-
tic violence will soon be something 
of the past. 

The hype is real. China has en-
tered the ballpark of big space-
nations, and it’s causing a com-
motion. Since the space race in 
the 20th century, it has been the 
Soviet Union and the United 
States alone, but this century, the 
world was taken by surprise.  

In 2003, China attracted a whole 
new type of attention when the 
CNSA (China National Space 
Administration) sent a Taikonaut 
(a Chinese astronaut) to space 
for 21 hours on the Shenzhou 5. 
China has been very secretive 
about their space program for a 
long time and still is. So you can 
imagine the shock that Russia, 
America, and space nerds alike 
felt when China became only the 
third nation to independently put 
a man in space.
Since 2003, China has outper-
formed itself every single time. 

Two years after the launching of 
Shenzhou-5, in 2005, the China 
National Space Administration 
sent a crew of two Taikonauts to 
space for 115 hours (where they 
traveled a whopping two million 
miles). The progression from one 
Taikonaut to two Taikonauts was 
only the beginning. Three years 
after that, China accomplished its 
first spacewalk. And in 2011, seven 
Taikonauts, including two women, 
boarded the Tiangong 1 and suc-
cessfully launched. 

Tiangong is China’s biggest mis-
sion 
yet. The Tiangong will be a space 
station, much like the Interna-
tional Space Station - albeit a lot 
smaller. The International Space 
Station (also known by its acro-
nym, ISS) is massive, a 440-ton 
facility orbiting in space purely for 
the lean, mean scientific research 

team. The Tiangong will be sub-
stantially lighter at 60 tons, but is 
predicted to be just as powerful. 
This is a big deal. The ISS is home 
to multiple astronauts, from mul-
tiple nations, to conduct scientific 
research for further human space 
exploration.

The construction of ISS started in 
1998 and was completed in 2011, 
and is planned to safely de-orbit 
and be brought down by 2020 at 
the earliest. Which, coinciden-
tally, is the planned date to launch 
the Chinese Space Station, mak-
ing China the only nation with 
a “permanent manned outpost 
in orbit” (Popular Science). The 
reason China is building its own 
space station is simple: China 
is not part of the multinational 
coalition we know as ISS. In 2011, 
America issued a Chinese exclu-
sion policy that excludes China 

FOR HER DAUGHTER

CHINA IN SPACE

BY: LYDIA CHAIS

BY: SHAHZODA DAVATLOVA

(continued on Page 4)
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POLITICS

“Take of care of each other. We are 
all in this together.” These are the 
ironic words that close off a video 
of the anti-Trump riots in New 
York City on November 10th.  In the 
video, individuals who hold signs 
declaring “Not Our President” and 
“Stronger Together” scream side by 
side while ‘disowning’ their presi-
dent. As if that is a viable option.

November 10th continued a week 
of mourning. The conclusion of the 
election was deemed a “national 
tragedy.” At college campuses all 
over the U.S., professors canceled 
classes due to unbearable sad-
ness, and administrations offered 
despondent students ameliorat-
ing outlets of Play-Doh and arts 
& crafts. While I was surprised at 
the election outcome, I was not as 
shocked as everyone else seemed to 
be. All I could think was: Am I miss-
ing something? I too didn’t support 
Trump, so why wasn’t I in tears? 
If the outcome really was so unbe-
lievable, why wasn’t I in shock and 
disbelief ? 

I wasn’t in tears because I’m not in 
the way of wasting water. A democ-
racy entails that the people vote and 
the winner is the president. Democ-
racy doesn’t care if you stamp your 
feet and spit in her face - She stands. 
She stands even when you did not 
vote for the winning candidate. 

Millennials don’t seem to know how 
to deal with life when it doesn’t go 
their way, with the loss of their first 
election. In hindsight, they realize 
that maybe they could have prevent-
ed this outcome if more of them had 
actually came out to vote instead 
of complacently believing that if 
celebrities made “Rock the Vote” 
videos, enough people would vote 
so they didn’t need to. When Trump 
said he would accept the results 
of the election when he wins, the 
country was disgusted. I guess it’s 
only fitting that when Trump wins, 
it is those exact people that do not 
accept the results. Because beating 
Trump supporters bloody and tak-
ing over freeways shows your moral 
righteousness.

Over the past week, I came to realize 
that it wasn’t I who was missing 
something – it was the folks who’ve 
been living in their liberal echo 
chamber for the past two years. Lib-
erals who were forced to step into 
the blinding light of reality once the 
election was over. In reality, Trump’s 
triumph was not so unbelievable. If 
one actually listened to what people 
thought and kept a finger on the feel-
ing of Americans, they could have 
portended it. The silent majority 
was only silent because they knew 
that admitting to vote for Trump is a 
ticket to their banishment from the 
safe space that has become today’s 
urban society. Liberals have been 
allowing themselves to live in a fan-
tasy where everyone supports their 
ideas, and only their ideas are right. 
So it must be the case that any oppo-
nent to their ideas is a bigot. How-
ever, the fact is that many people 
voted for Donald Trump not because 
of his political prowess, but as an act 
of rebellion against the overwhelm-
ing liberal thought. Trump was only 
a vehicle of the nation’s frustration.
They were not going to let people 

know their opinions for fear of being 
hanged for their views. 

This election finally forced the 
left to exit the echo chamber they 
inhabit. Subscribed only to liberal 
newspapers, surrounded by liberal 
friends, silencing anyone with a 
challenging opinion imbued the left 
with a sense of complacency for the 
past two years. They were sure that 
their candidate would rise to the 
presidency, since it was supported 
by their fantasy world. If I lived like 
that, maybe I too would be cry-
ing in the streets while picking up 
the shards of my shattered reality. 
But that was not my reaction, for I 
choose to live in reality. I choose to 
appreciate other people’s opinions 
no matter how much they contra-
dict mine. It is this value that makes 
America great, and that will per-
petuate America’s greatness if we 
should choose to embrace it.

THE ECHO CHAMBER

Donald Trump announced he would 
run for President. Everyone laughed. 
Donald Trump set his sights on the 
Republican nomination. Everyone 
laughed. Donald Trump went toe-
to-toe with Hillary Clinton. And 
everyone laughed and laughed.

The election is over. And no one is 
laughing.

To many of us, the success of 
Trump’s campaign began as an 
amusing joke, a cheerful antidote to 
the usual dull grind of the political 
game. And we played along with it, 
even as he began spouting off rude 
and awful comments about women 
and Mexicans and Muslims. The 
idea that such a delusional man 
could be the leader of our country 
delighted us in its utter irrationality. 
But Trump rode this wave of irra-
tionality across the political field, to 
the nomination and, ultimately, the 
Presidency.

Now, there is confusion. There is an-
ger. There is even fear. How, we won-

der, could this have happened? How 
could a loudmouth with a campaign 
built on racism and xenophobia be-
come the ruler of the free world?

In truth, the seeds for Trump’s vic-
tory were buried from the moment 
his campaign got underway. We 
were simply too stubborn to notice 
them.

Up until a few hours before the polls 
closed, it was easy to see Trump’s 
candidacy as a sign of a broken Re-
publican Party, a weak husk of a for-
merly promising ideology. Following 
the stagnant Romney campaign of 
2012, the GOP looked weaker than 
ever, and Trump’s cruise to the 
nomination only underscored how 
anonymous the party had become.

But as the votes began pouring in 
over the long, laborious night of 
November 8th, a new truth became 
astonishingly clear: The Democratic 
Party was just as damaged as its op-
ponent, and possibly even more so.
The Democrats’ failure to secure 

a third consecutive term of estab-
lishment liberalism can be blamed 
not on the Republicans, but on 
themselves. When it came down to 
the wire, Trump should have been 
an easy candidate to discredit and 
defeat. But the push for Hillary Clin-
ton – theoretically a deal-breaker, 
considering her level of recognition 
– proved to be a fatal miscalcula-
tion. Clinton, despite her prestigious 
reputation, was sorely lacking when 
it came to genuine support. Whereas 
primary candidate Bernie Sand-
ers had gathered a strong following 
among liberals both young and old, 
Clinton’s corruptive and scandal-
ridden past made it difficult for her 
to gain any traction as an appealing 
candidate.

Trump, like Sanders, had his own 
passionate following. Though not 
large, it was quite vocal, and main-
tained a level of consistent intensity 
as the Republican race narrowed. In 
an election where many voters were 
forced to decide between the lesser 
of two evils – and many ultimately 

chose to pick neither – legitimate 
support was crucial, and it was one 
area where Trump had Clinton beat.

But no one noticed. Democrats were 
so busy patting themselves on the 
back over having scored such an 
incompetent Republican opponent 
that they never even paused to con-
sider if said incompetent opponent 
could actually have a credible fol-
lowing, even as said following grew 
more and more empowered with 
each seemingly impossible hurdle 
Trump cleared.

The Democrats who thought Hillary 
had a surefire chance of winning are 
part of the very reason she lost. But 
they’re not the only reason. No, a fair 
share of the blame can be foisted a 
little something we call “the media.”
The liberal media has long been 
pervaded by an undercurrent of 
bias and corruption, something 
which has only grown more obvious 
over the eight years of the Obama 
administration. And it reached an 
apex during the 2016 Presidential 

HOW THE ELECTION WAS WON
BY: GABE MATTHEWS

(continued on page 7)

BY: SCARLETTE EVERMONDE
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FASHION

As the fall semester draws to a 
close, the promise of the new 
year attempts to give new life to 
caffeine-infused students hunched 
over worn-out laptops. Job ap-
plications, internships, and grad 
school papers long to be sent out 
with the hopes that final papers will 
write themselves. We all know that 
employers and schools appreciate a 
3.8 and a crafted resume, but what 
some students tend to overlook is 
the advantage of a killer interview 
style. With the new year comes a 
new opportunity, and hopefully, a 
new look. In an interview, what you 
wear determines an employer’s first 
impression of you, and it’s hard to 
get that first impression out of their 
minds if it’s not a good one. Here are 
the interview dress basics that’ll 
give your interview a boost. 

The White Button-Down:
Stiff, soft, bowed, or classic, a white 
button down is the foundation of 
any interview look.

The Blazer:
It is essential to own at least three 
blazers so you can switch off. If 
you’re feeling risqué, switch out 

the classic black for a pop of color 
or print. For an extra chic look, 
procure a peplum blazer. The ruffle 
adds an extra “oomph” and accentu-
ates any body type.

The Pencil Skirt:
It is not only crucial that you have 
a pencil skirt, but that you have 
a well-fitted pencil skirt that is 
tapered by the knees. Most pencil 
skirts fall in a square shape and of-
ten must be tailored. It’s well worth 
it to put in the time to tailor this 
essential piece. Right now, Zara has 
a bunch of pencil skirts in different 
color and textures.

The Bag:
An interview requires a bag that 
fits a folder with your résumé and 
any other documents you may need. 
It also must exude sleekness and 
professionalism at the same time. 
Luckily, you can find several bags of 
this caliber at H& M without break-
ing the bank. 

There you go! It’s as easy as that. 
Just three simple pieces can revolu-
tionize your interview.

INTERVIEW CHIC
BY: KEREN GOLDBERGER

not only from doing research at the 
ISS but also working with NASA on 
any projects. 

The tension between China and 
America is only just now starting to 
rise, and it’s more than just because 
of the policy; it’s also because of the 
nature of competition. The space 
race with the Soviets was intense, 
and we can expect just as much 
from the Chinese, if indeed the sec-
ond space race was to occur. China 
is rapidly catching up with Rus-
sia and America. In fact, last year 
China surpassed America in the 
total number of successful orbital 
launches. America had a total of 
20 orbital launches with two failed 
attempts, and China had 19 orbital 
launches with no failed attempts, 
causing the Chinese to speed ahead 

in this hypothetical race. Yet the 
American budget was $17.5 billion 
while the Chinese budget was esti-
mated to be far less at $3-6 billion 
for 2015. However, at this stage, 
China is merely replaying all the 
accomplishments that the Unites 
States had already made a while 
ago. Not to mention the multiple 
telescopes America already has up 
in space…  Or the spacecraft they 
had observing Saturn and its three 
moons… Or a crew on the moon 
they successfully placed and safely 
returned…  Or a spacecraft to learn 
about Jupiter… Or spacecraft that 
entered the interstellar space… 
The point is, NASA has been very 
accomplished indeed and is far 
from the newbie status. America is 
definitely a force to reckoned with. 
And just this year, Elon Musk, my 

hero and inspiration, has revealed 
his plan to colonize Mars by 2020. 
(Elon Musk is an engineer, envi-
ronmentalist, cultural icon, busi-
nessman, part-time celebrity, and 
practically a space nation on his 
own - but that’s a topic for another 
article.)

However, the new player in this 
field, China, has goals for the 
future as well. China plans to send 
a rover to Mars as well as manned 
exploration plans--yes, it’s not as 
ambitious, but still very noble. The 
CNSA also has plans to work with 
Europe on the SMILE (Solar Wind 
Magnetosphere Ionosphere Link 
Explorer) to observe the magneto-
sphere and supersonic solar winds, 
QUESS (Quantum Experiments 
at Space Scale), the “hack-proof ” 

satellite communication that will 
be using “spooky” quantum entan-
glement and photons to transfer 
information, and most excitingly, 
the Chinese space station. 

However this may go, this will not 
be like the Cold War. China has 
shown it’s willing to work with 
other nations, including NASA. 
When America rejected China from 
joining the ISS, the nation simply 
moved away to build its own space 
station and work with other nations 
(including Russia). I personally 
think that the second space race 
will be far better than the original. 
It will be full of technological ad-
vancements and spark enthusiasm 
in space exploration once again. We 
can all dream, can’t we?

(continued from page 2)

Second Space Race

Source: bloomingdales.com

Source: Zara.com Source: hm.com

Source: asos.com
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FILm

The latest action-packed extrava-
ganza to join the comic book-film 
pantheon, Doctor Strange is an 
exciting and unique addition to 
the ever-expanding Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe. Though the film 
is not perfect, it does a good job of 
testing the boundaries of what a 
superhero film can do.

Steven Strange (the excellent 
Benedict Cumberbatch) is a rich 
doctor – he’s better than everyone 
else, and he likes to flaunt that. 
This film has him learning to curb 
his ego and become a more hum-
bled person. If that sounds famil-
iar to you, it’s because Marvel has 
used this story before. Tony Stark 
and Thor have gone through very 
similar arcs in their origin stories. 
But Strange’s story changes up the 
formula just enough so as not to 
make it feel stale.

The biggest problem with this film 
is that Strange’s development is 
rushed, with changes happening 
to him for no reason other than his 
being the protagonist. His accept-
ance of a new life is not something 
that he discovers for himself, but 
something that is forced onto him; 
he only decides to become a sor-
cerer when he sees how powerful 
it would make him. And that suits 
his character, a man who believes 

he is a genius and has the whole 
world figured out. But throughout 
the film, we’re supposed to believe 
that he is changing and learning 
humility. But we never see this 
happen. As the film progresses, he 
gets steadily better at his magic, 
but we never actually see him 
improving – we are just meant to 
accept it.

Strange also has a romantic 
relationship that is woefully 
underdeveloped; at best, she 
(Rachel McAdams) is the most 
grounded character in the film 
– the only one that hasn’t been 
exposed to the mystical side of 
the world – and in that regard, 
she provides a good connection 
with the audience. But she could 
have been more than that. The 
falling-out she has with Strange 
is never really resolved, outside of 
a near-death experience. Strange 
gives her a shallow explanation 
that goes back to the problem of 
his development. He regrets their 
argument, not because of a per-
sonal introspection, but because 
of external experiences forcing 
him to see the world differently.

The film spends a lot of time on 
action, leaving out developmental 
points for the main characters. 
The choice makes sense, as this 

is an action movie, but I do feel 
the runtime could have been in-
creased to flesh out the characters 
a bit.

The most talked-about aspect 
of this film is its visuals, and for 
good reason. The movie takes the 
concept of “bending reality” and 
conveys it by messing with the 
planes and dimensions. It takes 
the dream sequence from Incep-
tion to a whole new level, building 
an entire movie around other-
worldly concepts. The end result 
is stunning. Fight scenes take 
place in floating versions of New 
York City, surrounded by fractals 
of buildings morphing into each 
other. And it’s not just pretty scen-
ery. Characters interact with their 
environments in really interesting 
ways, using dimensions, portals, 
and even gravity as weapon. (Oh 
hey, it’s Inception again!)  The 
characters can feel pretty CGI at 
times, but the visuals alone would 
make this movie worth watching, 
and Marvel has really outdone 
itself in the way it’s brought these 
effects to the big screen.

Somewhat less talked about is the 
music. At times it’s loud and excit-
ing; at others, quiet and subtle. 
The moments when it swells are 
very noticeable, and perhaps a bit 

overplayed, but they’re executed 
well enough to add texture to the 
movie, playing into the over-the-
top visuals and complementing 
them nicely. This makes the silent 
moments of the film all the more 
meaningful and tense.

What interests me most after 
seeing this film is finding out how 
Strange will play into the overall 
Marvel Cinematic Universe. We 
know that he will – his story is 
too important not to. He leaves 
the film, however, as quite power-
ful. In this film, he was fighting 
against sorcerers, on a level play-
ing field. Fighting alongside the 
Avengers (or what’s left of them) 
may be problematic. He doesn’t fit 
into the same frame that the other 
Avengers do – his powers are not 
even remotely based in science, 
and this film doesn’t even make 
the attempt at pretending they 
do. His existence throws a bit of 
a wrench into the Marvel movies 
we’ve come to know.

But that’s a good thing. Some have 
complained that Marvel movies 
are growing formulaic, and to a 
certain extent, they are. Doctor 
Strange may be just what they 
need to change the dynamic.

REVIEW: DOCTOR STRANGE
BY: MARK KOEGEL

Source: screenrant.com
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TELEvISION

Modern TV isn’t particularly 
known for its warmth or opti-
mism. Dramas are often dark 
and moody; sitcoms tend to be 
biting and cynical. The age of 
The Waltons and Family Ties 
has long passed; 21st-century 
TV has little patience for hug-
ging and learning.

But for a while during the cen-
tury’s first decade, one show 
famously championed positiv-
ity over cynicism, and became 
one of the most delightfully 
entertaining shows of its time. 
Gilmore Girls, which ran on the 
WB from 2000 to 2007 (with 
the final season airing on the 
replacement network, the CW), 
was a cheerful, inviting antidote 
to the hard-edged tones of The 
Shield or The Sopranos.

Created by Amy Sherman-
Palladino, who ran the series 
along with her husband Daniel, 
Gilmore Girls focused on the 
quaint, fictitious town of Stars 
Hollow, Connecticut, and the 
quirky but lovable folks who 
lived therein. At the center 
were Lorelai and Rory Gilmore 
(Laure Graham and Alexis 
Bledel, respectively), a mother/
daughter pair who just hap-
pened to be the best of friends. 
The two of them would trade 
witty barbs, often laced with 
cultural references both pop 
and classical, all delivered in a 

breathless, rapid-fire pace that 
barely allowed for a silent mo-
ment. The dialogue of Gilmore 
Girls was its most distinguish-
ing factor, elevating the often-
routine storylines from pedes-
trian to sublime.

Gilmore Girls was a success 
for its parent network, and 
a hit with critics, who often 
bemoaned its lack of Emmy 
nominations. But the show’s 
quality waned in later seasons, 
as storylines grew increasingly 
ludicrous, and the Palladinos 
left over a contract dispute after 
six seasons, leading to a seventh 
year that felt tonally out-of-
place with what came before. 
The series was ultimately can-
celled, and by all appearances, 
that should have been that.

Except, as you may have dis-
cerned from the title of this 
article, it wasn’t. Gilmore Girls 
began performing healthily in 
reruns, and all 153 episodes of 
the series soon began streaming 
on Netflix. Around that time, 
Netflix was making a name for 
itself not merely as an online 
home for both old and original 
programming, but as a means of 
bringing back shows which had 
been cancelled years earlier. 
Arrested Development earned 
a fourth season on the stream-
ing service, and Full House 
was reignited as Fuller House. 

Somewhere along the way, ex-
ecutives had the idea to contact 
Sherman-Palladino and ask if 
she were interested in returning 
to Stars Hollow.
Which brings us to the present. 
Over Thanksgiving weekend, 
a new season of Gilmore Girls 
was released on Netflix. For 
the first time in nearly a dec-
ade, Rory and Lorelai grace our 
screens with their charming 
and quick-tongued presence.

As past experience has shown 
us, it can be difficult to recap-
ture the magic of a great series 
– this year’s X-Files return, 
for example, lost much of the 
charm that made the original 
series so watchable. The Pal-
ladinos, though, handle the 
situation smartly – the new 
season is, in effect, divided into 
four “seasons”; essentially, 
four episodes that each cover 
a single season of the calendar. 
This allows the revival (dubbed 
“A Year in the Life”) to form a 
loosely constructed story while 
also feeling like a series of 
snapshots – recapturing the feel 
of the original series without 
simply copying it.

Each episode (Amy wrote 
and directed the first and last; 
Daniel took the reins on the 
two in between) clocks in at 
approximately 90 minutes, 
making them feel like double-

length feature films rather than 
mere additional chapters in the 
Gilmore saga. The result can 
sometimes feel bloated – none 
of the episodes completely fill 
out their running time, leading 
to a lot of charming ideas that 
are stretched out beyond their 
acceptable time limits. (“Sum-
mer,” for example, features 
a humorous stage play with 
Sutton Foster – who previously 
starred in Sherman-Palladino’s 
other TV series, Bunheads – 
that drags on at least five min-
utes too long.)

But no amount of padding can 
sully the charm of these char-
acters, from integral series 
players like Luke and Paris, to 
secondary joys like Kirk and 
Taylor, to seemingly-forgotten 
minor-leaguers like Digger and 
Francine. The fact that so many 
of the show’s actors would be 
willing to return – even if just 
for a few seconds of screentime 
– is testament to the strength 
and lasting power of the series.

And it’s a strength that shines 
on throughout the entirety of 
the revival, which carries the 
torch of the series a decade on 
without displaying any wrin-
kles. The pull of spending even 
a few more hours with the 
residents of Stars Hollow is too 
tempting to resist, and remains 
so even all these years later.

THE GILMORE GIRLS RETURN
BY: JOSHUA BERGSTEIN

Source: tvline.com
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gAmINg

BY: OMAR SAVION YOUSSEF

Nintendo, after months of withhold-
ing, has recently released a margin 
of the details surrounding the new 
Nintendo Switch. It promises to 
“switch up” (I’m sorry, just let me 
have this one) or maybe even revolu-
tionize some of the core concepts of 
gaming.

Let’s first start with the facts. The 
Nintendo Switch is a portable 
console. With it comes a screen 
displaying in 5.3-by-10.2 inches the 
same size as the Wii U gamepad 
screen. The screen displays images 
at 720p on-the-go with rumors of 
this number increasing while in its 
traditional console-at-home format. 
The current roster of games for the 
device is mainly the new Legend 
of Zelda: Breath of the Wild. (Once 
again, with rumors indicating that 
the new Mario game shown in their 
trailer is currently close to finishing 
its development.) With promised 
third party support and a list of 

killer games on the first day, it does 
look like the future of the Nintendo 
Switch is promising. However, what 
seems far more interesting is its 
past.

Recently, Nintendo released Paper 
Mario: Color Splash. This article 
will not go into a review of that game 
(for the sake of my own health). But 
it does bare merit to this discussion. 
PMCS is a recent Nintendo game 
for its current console, the Wii U. 
This is important, as recent entries 
into the series have all been on their 
handheld consoles. Nintendo has 
a lot of franchises, but not many of 
them are afraid of making the switch 
from portable to console. Pokémon 
jumped from handhelds to consoles 
with its GameCube entry Pokémon 
Colosseum, while Pikmin is doing 
the opposite with its newest game 
hitting the 3DS. All this shows how 
truly fluid their games are, and 
PMCS only went back to consoles 

recently. It too started as a console 
game on the Nintendo 64, showing 
off how wonderful a roundabout trip 
the series has been on. Nintendo is 
a company that loves to experiment, 
and more recently, they have been 
throwing their series on unfamiliar 
ground in terms of hardware in what 
I can only assume is an attempt to 
prepare themselves to develop the 
switch and differ its potential from 
the normal console.

This console is different – it’s evi-
dent in its hardware and its name. 
By the recent developments, I could 
conjure that Nintendo is ready 
to service gamers in a whole new 
way. Look at their recent dives into 
mobile with Pokemon Go and Super 
Mario Run, and I think you have the 
final piece of the puzzle. I firmly be-
lieve that Nintendo will be making 
new games.

A lot of other gamers are excited 

about playing their favorite console 
games on the go, or playing their 
favorite portable experiences with a 
better look and improved connectiv-
ity. However, I want you readers to 
be excited about new experiences 
that blend the best of both worlds. 
Games that take advantage of both 
console and mobile experiences and 
all the unseen ground in between. 
Imagine the experience of games 
that truly change the second you 
leave the house with them. There 
can be fun single-player experiences 
like Zelda at the home that change 
into explorative games like Poke-
mon Go when you leave the house, 
and games that have fun multiplayer 
elements like Smash Brothers 
and Splatoon for you to enjoy at a 
friend’s or in crowded areas. My 
belief is that Nintendo is aiming to 
give gamers that kind of experience 
all in one game. And if it does hap-
pen, I’ll be here to tell you about it.

THE FUTURE OF NINTENDO

How the Election Was Won
campaign, when Trump became the 
unofficial mascot of the media’s hate 
parade, as every outlet from CNN to 
the New York Times dug into the dirt 
each day to inform us all about the 
latest inane statement to drop out of 
his mouth.

The media, of course, thought of 
themselves as the crusading heroes 
of this picture, valiantly surging 
forth to ensure that America did not 
fall under the impending shadow of 
the Trumpocalypse. They battered 
and belittled and berated the Repub-
lican nominee, and went home each 
night smiling at a job well done.

Except every step the news outlets 
took wound up backfiring. This was 
clear even from the early months 
of the election – the attention the 
media afforded Trump every time 
they lambasted him served only to 
raise his profile, automatically giving 
him a political identity that his fel-

low nominees lacked. Trump-based 
comedy was easy, too easy to ignore. 
But it also turned the man into a 
figure of amusement.

Once Trump secured the nomina-
tion, 
the media took things to a new level. 
No resources were too vulnerable, 
no bit of dirt too insignificant to use 
against the now-formidable candi-
date. But with each new editorial-
izing hit-piece, the media only drove 
voters further and further away from 
Clinton.

By hoisting the Democratic nominee 
atop a pedestal and making every 
attempt to ignore her fundamental 
flaws, the media accomplished two 
rather undesirable goals: First, it 
turned off both moderate conserva-
tives and independents – by down-
playing or ignoring all of Hillary’s 
glaring faults in favor of ratings-
grabbing “Look what Donald did!” 

reports, news outlets made the Dem-
ocratic candidate out to be a moral 
goddess. It was a play that fooled no 
one, and became even weaker once 
it grew clear that reporters could not 
think of a compelling reason to sup-
port Hillary on her own merits.

Second, and more subtly, it turned 
off many of Hillary’s own lib-
eral supporters. Watching CNN or 
MSNBC or any of the comedic gigs 
on late-night, liberal viewers could 
be forgiven for coming away with 
the impression that Trump’s can-
didacy was just a fluke, and Hillary 
was in line for a surefire victory. She 
was perfect; he was a buffoon; the 
outcome seemed obvious. And if she 
was going to win anyway, why should 
they even bother showing up to vote?

In these last few months, Republi-
cans have been forced to do quite 
a bit of soul-searching: If Donald 
Trump could become their frontrun-

ner, how low could they have fallen? 
The coming months will see them 
forced to confront this problem 
more directly while still grappling 
with the pressures of acceptance, the 
difficulties of working with the man 
so many of them have condemned.

At least Republicans, to their credit, 
have maintained control of the 
House and Senate, and they have a 
shot at working with Trump while 
still curbing his more preposter-
ous and dangerous policies. But the 
Democrats have taken a hit, and 
they must look long and hard at 
themselves if they wish to recover. 
Because if they simply assume that 
Trump’s win can be solely attributed 
to racism and xenophobia, they risk 
becoming the very shortsighted fools 
they look down upon.

Continued from Page 3
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INSPIRATION

Life is tough and “adulting” is even 
tougher. There’s no way around it. By 
this time, you’ve discovered that Santa 
Claus and The Tooth Fairy aren’t real 
(I hate that you had to find out like 
this) but let’s face it, there haven’t been 
any shiny gold dollar coins under your 
pillow for some time now, and the only 
thing you want for Christmas is an 
undisclosed amount of money depos-
ited into your bank account (which 
Old St. Nick seems to have misplaced 
the routing number to). Maybe you’ve 
realized that the Boogey Man is real, but 
that instead of being tucked under the 
bed or safely locked inside the closet, 
he’s rented space in your head and has 
become quite comfortable there. This 
relocation has made him even more 
terrifying because it’s not his “boos” 
and “rawrs” that frighten us anymore, 
but rather the reflection of ourselves in 
the mirror that seem to look an awful 
lot like him. Self-defeating talk, doubt 
about the future, and reluctance to 
move on from the past can leave us just 
as paralyzed as the scared little kid in 
bed, clutching onto his blanket, worried 
that something might be threatening 
his well-being.

The truth is that at some point or 
another, we realize that becoming an 
adult does threaten our state of well-
ness, because it requires change. We 
find ourselves at a crossroads where 
we need to choose between continu-
ing on with “life as usual” that’s been 
familiar and comfortable yet terribly 
unsatisfying, or responding to the call 
of true fulfillment, though the road is 
narrow and riddled with responsibility. 
Is simply “being well” enough anymore? 
Is a life of ease and complacency our 
true purpose on this earth? Perhaps the 
uncertainty of adulting, however un-
comfortable, is exactly what we need to 
strengthen and prepare us for the next 
level of living.

Don’t get me wrong; the uncertainty 
is scary! It challenges everything we 

thought we knew and turns the world 
as we understood it upside down. When 
we were kids, we relied on others - our 
parents or relatives - to make our deci-
sions for us. We trusted that they not 
only had the knowledge, but also our 
best interest at heart to lead us to the 
point where we would begin making 
choices for ourselves. It’s that process 
of transference that gets a little tricky 
though, because we are now adults 
and in charge of ourselves. The ever-
lingering realization that the choices 
we make dictate who we are is a heavy 
burden to bear. Am I going to study? Or 
am I going to party? Am I going to save? 
Or am I going to YOLO it and see what 
happens? Am I going to go to work? Or 
am I going to call out because, well, not 
today, Satan!

The difference between choices like 
these are that the seemingly easier ones 
provide instant but temporary grabs of 
happiness, and the more difficult ones 
require temporary sacrifice but provide 
everlasting positive results. Our choices 
construct our character and dictate 
our destiny; they are the distinction 
between a life well-lived and a life fully-
lived. So while our schedules may be de-
manding, while there may be less time 
for fun, and while taking responsibility 
for our actions may seem draining, a 
newer, stronger, bolder you is emerging 
from the ashes. Don’t stop until you’ve 
cleared the clutter and endured the 
struggle. Don’t stop until things start 
making sense. And when they do, keep 
going, because if you pause, you’ll lose 
momentum. You’ll forget how you con-
quered that last thing and you’ll lose the 
voice you found that once helped you 
through it.

There is a verse from the Bible that’s al-
ways brought me comfort: “Not only so 
but we also glory in our sufferings, be-
cause we know that suffering produces 
perseverance, perseverance character, 
and character hope (Romans 5:3-4).” 
Happy adulting!

ADULTING
BY: STEPHANIE FARRIER

UPCOMiNg EVENtS 

Monday, December 5
Deadline to Resolve Spring & Summer 2016 iNC 

grades (graduate division)

Wednesday, December 7
language Exams (graduate division).

Sunday, December 11
last day of undergraduate weekend courses.

Monday, December 12
last day of undergraduate weekday courses.

Monday, December 12
last day to submit proof of NYS residency for fall 

2016 tuition adjustment.

tuesday, December 13
Reading Day.

Wednesday, December 14-21
Undergraduate final Examinations day/ evening.

Wednesday, December 14-21
graduate final classes and final examinations.

Wednesday, December 21
End of fall 2016 term.

Wednesday, December 21
last day to file for Maintenance of Matriculation 

(graduate division).

friday-Monday, December 23-26
holidays observed; college is closed.

friday-Monday, December 30-2
New Year’s holiday; college is closed.

Monday, January 2
Deadline to upload approved Thesis via Thesis 

Submission Online (graduate division)

Comments? Questions? 
Suggestions? Email us at 

nightcallnews@gmail.com
...

For more news and 
information, visit us at: 

nightcallnews.wordpress.
com

Source: theodysseyonline.com


