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ANARCHY IN THE UKRAINE 

When the Ukrainian people overthrew former President, Viktor 
Yanukovych, there were high hopes for prosperity and for a stronger, 
unified Ukraine. The revolutionaries hoped to align with the European 
Union and to improve Ukraine’s economy and solidify its political 
autonomy. What they got instead was a weaker economy, loss of 
territory and an ongoing civil war. A more prudent option might have 
been for the people of Ukraine to have simply waited one more year 
to democratically elect a new President. The revolutionaries were 
impatient and are now suffering the consequences. Ukrainians, in the 
midst of turmoil and war, should reconsider enemy lines and recognize 
the benefits of aligning with Russia instead.

Ukraine’s national economy is suffering greatly, as its falling GDP 
and devaluated currency indicate. While the recent economic woes can 
be blamed on the ongoing unrest in the country, a more important, 

                                                                                                          continued on page 3

BY: SIMON NOBLE 

FREEDOM!!!                   

BY: SHAINA BRANDER

With a population of just over 
5 million, an economy dependent 
on exporting financial services and 
whiskey, and a culture famous for 
allowing men to wear skirts, Scotland 
has an undisputed distinctiveness in 
its history and ethnicity. The question 
that its people had to answer in 
the 2014 Scottish Independence 
Referendum on September 18 
was whether they would gain that 
independence in the political realm 
as well. 

A 55% majority of Scots chose 
to stay within the United Kingdom 
instead of forming their own 
independent country. These results 
call into question the extent of the 
Scottish independent identity and 
their economic sustainability.  In 
order to understand why the populace 
voted as it did, it is imperative to 
be able to place this event within 
the broader history of the English-
Scottish relationship.

Since the early Middle Ages, the 
area commonly known as Scotland 
consisted of at least four different 
ethnic groups or kingdoms with 
Gaelic, Norse, Pictish and English 
speaking peoples. They collectively 
identified themselves to foreigners as 
Scots and resisted English attempts 
at annexation. By the late Middle 
Ages, they had already established a 
national identity and had their own 

national flag.  However, as Scotland 
entered the Renaissance period, 
their Gaelic language declined in 
popularity and their people were 
becoming more and more influenced, 
both socially and culturally, by their 
southern neighbors, the English. 

In 1603, James VI King of Scots 
inherited the English throne and 
left Edinburgh for London where he 
would reign as King James I.  King 
James ruled the Union of the Scottish 
and English crowns as different 
states. Although they shared the same 
monarch the two nations had distinct 
boundaries and laws.  Despite 
James’s best efforts to create a new 
imperial throne of “Great Britain,” 
the idea remained unpopular.  The 
Reformation of the Catholic Church 
in the sixteenth century further 
enhanced the gap between the two 
countries, when the Scottish adopted 
Protestantism, and the English did 
not. 

In the Glorious Revolution of 
1688-89, the Catholic James II (VII of 
Scotland) was forced off the thrones 
of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
and replaced by the Protestant 
William of Orange, Stadtholder of 
the Netherlands and his wife Mary, 
James’s daughter.

 Supporters of James VII were 
called Jacobites and later identified 
with the rebels who opposed the 
unification of England and Scotland 
in the Jacobite Risings of 1715 and  

  

BY: RENEE 
BLUMENFRUCHT

R i c e  O R 
W R O n g ?

On September 8, 2014, 
an incriminating video 
of an incident that took 
place in February of 
the Baltimore Ravens’ 
running back Ray Rice 
assaulting his then-
fiancée (now wife), Jana, 
surfaced. In response to 
the public outcry after 
the release of the video, 
Rice was suspended 
indefinitely from the 
league by the NFL. 
Before this information 
can be dissected and we 
draw conclusions about 
Rice and the NFL, some 
background story is 
needed. 

February 15: Both 
Ray Rice and his fiancée, 
Janay Palmer, are 
arrested, charged with 
simple assault, and then 
released.  The incident is 
described by Rice’s lawyer 
as a “minor physical 
altercation.”

February 19: Footage 
surfaces of Rice dragging 
Palmer’s limp body out of 
an elevator.

February 21: Baltimore 
Ravens Head Coach John 
Harbaugh defends Rice, 
saying, “Ray’s character, 
you guys know his 
character, so you start 
with that.”  Rice is not 
absolved of guilt, but he 
continues to be in the 
team’s plans as running 
back. 

March 27: Rice is 
indicted by an Atlantic 
County grand jury on 
third-degree aggravated 
assault charges. The 

charge against Palmer is 
dropped. 

March 28: Rice and 
Palmer get married. 

May 1: Rice pleads not 
guilty to the aggravated 
assault charge and applies 
for a program for first-
time offenders that could 
clear him of all charges in 
one year.

July 24: The NFL 
announces a two-game 
suspension for Rice 
starting August 30.

August 1: NFL 
commissioner Goodell 
addresses the media for 
the first time since Rice’s 
indictment. He defends 
his decision.

August 28: Amid 
criticism for Rice’s 
punishment, the NFL 
announces a new, harsher 
policy for domestic 
violence offenders and 
other violent conduct. 
The penalty for a first 

offense is a six-game 
ban under the personal 
conduct policy and longer 
bans for exceptional 
circumstances. League 
employees, including 
players, who commit a 
second offense will be 
banned for life.

September 8: New 
footage is released 
through TMZ from inside 
the elevator. It shows Rice 
punching Palmer. Hours 
later, the Ravens terminate 
Rice’s contract, and 
Goodell announces Rice’s 
indefinite suspension 
from the NFL.

In short, Rice physically 
assaults Palmer, is 
indicted the day before his 
wedding, marries Palmer, 
enlists in a program for 
first-time offenders, and 
gets charged with a two-
game suspension. The 
NFL is 
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On September 2, 2014, a 
horrified world witnessed 
the brutal beheading of 
American-Israeli reporter 
Steven Sotloff via online 
video. This occurred just 
weeks after the beheading of 
another American journalist, 
James Folley. Another video 
was released on September 
13 depicting the beheading 
of David Haines, a British 
aid worker. These are just a 
few of the many victims of an 
organization known as ISIS, 
the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria.

With the primary 
mission of establishing an 
independent state for Sunni 
Muslims in the Levant 
region, the ruthless terror 
group viciously denounces 
anything Western and has 
received condemnations from 
countries across the globe for 
their numerous accounts of 
human rights abuses. At this 
point, the only thing more 
frightening than the danger 
the organization poses to the 
world, is the efficiency and 
rapid rate with which they are 
able to accomplish their goals.

If ISIS was a corporation 
and their product was terror, 
their shareholders would 
be quite pleased. With tens 
of thousands of followers, 
sizeable geographic locations 
securely under their control, 
and a well-recognizable 
brand, ISIS is a complex 
organization that is able to 
conquer and govern territory 
effectively without deviating 
from their original mission 
statement.

Any organization’s first 
challenge is to acquire the 
necessary resources to begin 
business. Remarkably, ISIS 
is able to fund all their 
operations sufficiently and 
internally, without relying on 
money from Saudi Arabia 
or Qatar. Initially, certain 
countries in the Middle East 
donated funds in the hope 

of having some persuasion 
over ISIS affairs. But now 
ISIS does not need their help, 
nor are they interested in 
their meddling. By receiving 
donations from sympathizers 
worldwide, selling oil from 
captured oil fields on the 
black market, and ransoming 
kidnapped victims, ISIS has 
managed to become a self-
sustaining organization.

Another adversity 
many organizations face is 
recruitment of individuals 
who fit their desired mold 
and who will enable their 
establishment to flourish. 
With a strong message that 
appeals to many idealists, ISIS 
has little trouble inspiring 
those in their region and 
around the globe, especially 
the youth, in joining and 
promoting their cause. In 
addition, they not only attract 
fundamentalists, but as a 
profitable organization they 
are, amazingly, able to retain 
the talent of top financial 
professionals and military 
strategists.

Another major obstacle 
a successful company 
must overcome includes 
squelching the competition. 
ISIS has strong ties to most 
of the major jihadist terror 
groups in the world. Because 
all these groups, for the 
most part, preach the same 
message, groups like al-
Shabab and Boko-Haram 
could potentially be viewed 
as ISIS’s competition, each 
vying for the opportunity to 
realize their fundamentalist 
dreams and defeat the West. 
ISIS; however, has surpassed 
their fundamentalist brethren 
and have become one of the 
most radical and successful 
groups. Even Al-Qaeda, the 
terror group responsible for 
the devastating 9/11 attacks, 
admitted to ISIS’s superiority 
in regard to military prowess 
and religious zeal. They 
also expressed the desire to 

distance themselves from the 
group’s violent extremism 
on their own people, as have 
many other entities in the 
Middle East.

The last hurdle they will 
have to surmount to stay 
in business would be to 
eliminate any threats to 
their organization. In the 
business world this would 
entail monitoring legislation 
to ensure no regulations are 
passed to hinder a company’s 
growth and development. In 
this case, ISIS’s mission is a 
little more difficult, but could 
prove much more sinister if 
carried out successfully. The 
constant barrage of American 
drone attacks on their vital 
military bases and Western 
support for the Kurdish and 
Syrian forces are crucial 
threats that could undermine 
their current blitzkrieg 
agenda. Additionally, the 
many countries across the 
world (including Arab 
countries) that have united 
with America should have 
enough power to decide 
whether ISIS will live to 
see another day. In order to 
succeed, it is imperative ISIS 
must defeat America and its 
allies.

The only open-ended 
question still left is the level 
of efficiency in the West, 
namely in the United States.  
ISIS is a strong and powerful 

force that is both efficient 
and effective at what they 
do.  If the US wants to put 
an end to the organization, 
then they must raise the bar 
on their own competence. 
The CIA estimated only a 
few short weeks ago that 
ISIS had approximately 
10,000 fighters in their ranks. 
Other countries’ intelligence 
agencies’ reports disputed that 
number, and it is now agreed 
that the terror organization 
has over 35,000 fighters, all 
who ready to die for their 
cause. Intelligence errors, as 
large and as consequential as 
this, could be our undoing.

In the cut-throat business 
world today, only the best 
organizations survive; the 
same applies to geo-politics 
and national security 
concerns. Even with a divided 
population and a gridlock 
Congress, the US remains the 
strongest opponent for ISIS, 
whose ideas and rhetoric have 
taken the world by storm. It is 
unprecedented that a radical 
group should take such 
effective control of a region in 
such a short amount of time, 
and this should serve to scare 
us into necessary action.  Our 
victory is hindered only by 
our own inefficiencies, but if 
we can overcome those, we 
may yet succeed in putting 
an end to the madness that is 
ISIS.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3- SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 4 
No classes

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10 
Last day to submit immunization form for 
international students.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12   
No classes 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 13
Columbus Day - College closed - no classes

       NEWS 
 ISIS Inc.

BY: SHAINA BRANDER



Oktoberfest, The world’s 
largest fun fair is currently roaring 
in Munich Germany. Seeped 
in long-standing tradition, the 
festival encompasses an entire 
city, teeming with millions of 
pilgrims of the beer-drinking-
sausage-eating religion. 

The Oktoberfest tradition 
began as a wedding celebration 
of Prince Ludwig and Therese of 
Saxe-Hildburghausen, in 1810. 
Luckily, the citizens of Munich 
were happy to reenact an annual 
celebration fit for royalty ever 
since. 

The festivities officially 
commence when the Mayor of 
Munich opens the first barrel of 
beer. Thereafter, copious amounts 
of alcohol are consumed. From 
as early as 11 a.m. until 10 p.m. 
you can find gargantuan tents 
packed with tens of thousands 

of people reveling together in 
harmony, song and dance.

Oktoberfest is not all about 
beer (yeah right!). During 
the beautiful sunny days of 
September and October, a huge 
Munich park is transformed into 
a family friendly amusement 
park with something for every 
age. From roller coasters to shows 
and contests there is something 
for everyone. Families arrive 
perfectly clad in the traditional 
dress; men in “Leiderhossen” 
(leather trousers), women in 
the “Drindle” (a blouse with an 
apron-like worn over it). The 
Drindle tells the status of the 
wearer. When the Drindle apron 
is tied to the left, it means the 
gal is single and ready to mingle. 
When the bow is worn on the 
right she’s engaged or married.

Sure enough the wonderful 

Oktoberfest flows over to other 
months in Germany and most 
importantly it also flows over 
to cities all around the world. 
Indeed, closer to home, Brooklyn 
College is delighted to welcome 
this old-age sacred tradition into 
her campus gates.

A fundraiser organized by 
the CLAS Student Government 
along with the Greeks, will be 
taking place on October 7th at 
12:15 p.m. on the West Quad. 
Students, faculty and staff will 
take part of the first “Brooktober” 
Fest in history!! 

All will hear the gleeful cheers 
of “ein Prosit ein Prosit Der 
Gemutlichkiet,” and celebrate 
with food, (soft) drink, games, 
shows, beautiful company and 
much merry more! Prost!

CAMPUS NEWS 3

continued from front cover [Anarchy in the Ukraine]

yet oft unknown, reason may be the loss of its biggest trade partner, Russia. 
Russia had been the primary consumer of Ukrainian exports, but has 
now placed an embargo on all Ukrainian goods. Russia has also stopped 
providing Ukraine with oil, a major resource needed for any economy. With 
winter approaching, Ukraine will also struggle to stay warm. Ukraine must 
turn now to the EU, which they readily joined. However, the EU makes 
for an unstable support system as it has its own share of fiscal problems, 
including the collapsing economies of Greece and Spain. 

In addition to introducing financial problems, Ukraine has also weakened 
its political autonomy. Ukraine lost Crimea to Russia’s iron grip and an 
ongoing civil war between the Ukrainian army and Russian separatists still 
abounds, causing chaos and death in the country. The prospect of a better 

life, onto which Ukrainians clung, now seems farther away than it has ever 
been. Citizens must decide if they can continue to live within the confines 
of their tumultuous mother country. Strangely enough, Ukraine bears many 
commonalities with their supposed Russian enemies. Both Slavic, they 
have similar languages, which could be used to facilitate communication 
between the two opposing countries. They also share similar cultures, foods, 
mentalities and histories. Russia has even helped Ukraine overthrow foreign 
oppressors in the past. Ultimately, Ukraine and Russia have a connection to 
each other (whether they like it or not) that if used properly can help this 
falling nation. Ukraine must examine the costs of cutting its ties with Russia, 
and recognize the benefits they could reap if they choose to peacefully 
reconcile with a country with which it shares a rich history and culture.

Brooktöberfest
        BY: WELDON BLUE

Now treNdiNg 
BY: DANIELLA BERGER 

With fashion week over, you 
would think the runways and the 
trend tracking would come to an 
end, but they have just begun.  As 
we walk around, we are inundated 
with tabloids and advertisements 
of todays’ hottest trends.  It is time to shop for the 
coming season.  

This season's top styles—prints and layering—are 
not completely foreign; you have probably seen each 
of them cycle into popularity at least once in your 
lifetime.  The key is to figure out how to wear the styles 
for this season without looking like a throwback from 
a past one.  Layering is a no-fail combination that 
always works.  A button down, topped with a sweater 
or vest, looks classy and simple.  Add a standout piece, 
like as a chunky necklace or a cute handbag, for extra 
pop.  For those who like to walk on the wild side, 
try incorporating animal prints into your wardrobe.  
Leopard print is classic and truly does not go out of 
style.  It could not be more perfect for the autumn 
season. 

Perfecting the classic men’s style is a tad trickier.  
When are pocket squares appropriate?  What matches 
these very sharp brown shoes?  Trends ranging from 
suit cuts to grooming habits may vary dramatically 
from season to season.  Thankfully, advertisements are 
wonderful resources to tackle all these conundrums 
and help serve up style basics and on-point daily style. 

Early fall will probably call for something more than 
a shirt, but less than a jacket. The cool weather will 
require an extra layer but does not yet call for the need 
to bundle up.  For modern style conscious men, pocket 
squares are an easy way to add flair, just avoid anything 
too matchy-matchy.  Ties and pocket squares should 
not match in color or print.  The same goes for colorful 
accents—exercise some restraint to avoid looking like 
a walking bag of fruit loops.  A flash of color in one 
spot (a pair of shoes, a belt, or a watch) often has more 
impact and is more striking than an overall colorful 
picture.  Look to anchor a printed or colored piece 
with two neutral pieces. 

Nothing beats getting away with wearing clothes 
that are comfy (& affordable), but look chic, and don’t 
forget to wear a smile!

ReconsideRing enemy Lines
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BY: CHAYA WEINSTEIN

We all know the story: In 2007, adorable, 
teenaged Justin Bieber was discovered by Usher 
through his YouTube videos of him singing.  
Bieber was signed to a record label and became 
a near overnight sensation. He quickly gained 
a steady and loyal fan base of “Beliebers,” and 
for a time, it seemed he could do no wrong. The 
“sweet boy from Canada” had become the latest 
teenage heartthrob.

However, as the years passed, things began 
to change. Perhaps it was the pressure of 
growing up as a pop star, or maybe it was the 
stress of having millions of fans look up to him. 
Whatever the case may be, Justin Bieber’s image 
began to change, and not just in the normal, 
healthy way of a performer finding his place 
in the music world and trying out new things. 
In the past two years, Bieber has had quite a 
few run-ins with the law, and has developed a 
reputation that is no longer sweet and loveable. 
In fact, most people view him as somewhat 
of a jerk. But it is not his attitude, rather his 
recklessness and disregard for the law that has 
left many questioning whether Justin Bieber 
should be allowed to remain within the United 
States. 

Let’s start with a little run-down, shall we?
In 2012, he was caught driving recklessly 

in his neighborhood.  In 2013, he was charged 
with vandalism while in Brazil. He was fined 

for “tagging or otherwise defiling a building or 
monument.” Paparazzi captured him tagging 
the former Hotel Nacional. In June 2013, he 
was involved in an accident in Los Angeles 
involving a pedestrian. In December 2013, 
Bieber was charged with assault in Toronto after 
an incident with a limousine driver. The charges 
were dropped when it was argued that it wasn’t 
reasonable to convict him over striking the limo 
driver on the back of the head. 

On January 9, 2014, he was 
charged with vandalism after 
egging his neighbor’s house and 
causing thousands of dollars in 
damage. He was even caught on 
camera high-fiving his friends 
afterwards. He was sentenced 
to pay $80,900 to his former 
neighbors to cover the cost of the 
damage. Additionally, he was to 
serve two years on probation, 
complete twelve weeks of anger 
management and five days of 
community service.

On January 23, 2014 he was charged with 
DUI, resisting arrest, driving with an expired 
license and drag racing. He had drunk alcohol, 
smoked marijuana and ingested prescription 
drugs prior to operating the vehicle. Later, a 
toxicology report revealed that he had THC and 
Xanax in his system at the time of his arrest. 
Bieber settled with a plea bargain and was fined 
500 dollars and sentenced to a 12-hour anger 

management course. Additionally, he was to 
attend a program that preaches the impact of 
drunk driving on victims. As a part of the plea 
bargain he also donated 50,000 dollars to a local 
charity for children.

The above is just a sampling of the troubles Mr. 
Bieber has gotten himself in the last two years. 
Needless to say, the reaction to this behavior 
has been anything but positive. At the recent 

Billboard Music Awards, Mr. 
Bieber was booed when he 
went onstage to accept the 
Milestone Award. He was 
also booed during a concert 
he performed in Canada.

As a result of his actions 
there is an ongoing petition to 
have Justin Bieber deported 
from the United States and 
sent back to Canada. In 
order for a petition to elicit 
an official response it must 
receive 100,000 signatures 
within 30 days. The petition 

to deport Bieber received 273,968 signatures in 
that time. 

The Obama administration has refused 
to comment on this petition, which calls for 
Justin Bieber to be deported and his green card 
revoked. People have criticized the court, saying 
they are giving Justin Bieber special treatment. 
Even though it is obvious he’s no ordinary boy, 
he is certainly not above the law. What the issue 

comes down to is this: can Justin Bieber be 
deported for the crimes he has committed?

The simple answer is no. The crimes Bieber 
has been arrested for are not deportable offenses. 
In general, non-US citizens are only deported 
for drug crimes or other “aggravated felonies.” 
Although technically he could be deported on 
the assault charge, Bieber has a well-paid legal 
team behind him, so chances are, that will not 
happen. His additional advantage is that he has 
never received a green card. He is in the United 
States on an O-1 visa, which is a work visa for 
people with extraordinary abilities. 

Extraordinary abilities indeed. Perhaps 
the luckiest teenager on the planet used his 
fame and money towards senseless criminal 
activity and cowardly behavior. A boy that was 
meant to be a role model for the continent, a 
sweet kid who showed that sometimes dreams 
do come true has been an infliction upon our 
moral standards and has poisoned our youth 
ineradicably. The only way Justin Bieber could 
possibly be deported would be if he committed 
any larger crimes, or if any of his past crimes 
are classified as “moral turpitude,” a vague legal 
term that mean “conduct that is considered 
contrary to community standards of justice, 
honesty or good morals.” The case can certainly 
be made that Mr. Bieber falls in this category 
but it is unlikely anyone with enough power 
to remove him will see it that way. So for the 
foreseeable future; it seems Justin Bieber will be 
sticking around.

NEWS 4
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Killing For 
Mercy

By: Karen Schaefer

On Feb. 4, 2010, a woman named Gigi Jordan, a 
millionaire pharmaceutical executive, decided to take 
her son’s life. Police officers at the Peninsula hotel 
recall breaking into room 1603, where they found a 
crying Ms. Jordan lying next to the stiff, cold body of 
her eight year-old son. Pills and bottles were scattered 
about the room. At first glance, it would seem that 
either Ms. Jordan had possibly gone insane, could not 
handle her child, or maybe even wanted to harm him. 
However, there is much more depth to the story and 
skimming the surface does not explain the story in a 
fair manner. 

Ms. Jordan’s son was, unfortunately, both mute and 
autistic. His mother decided to give her son a fateful 
dose of drugs to end his pain and suffering in what 
she termed a “mercy killing”. Ms. Jordan had other 
issues to contend with. Her first husband had verbally 
threatened to harm and possibly murder her and her 
son, and she had reasonable grounds to believe that 
he would make good on his claims. 

Ms. Jordan also suspected that her second 
husband, the biological father of the eight year-old 
boy, raped and tortured the boy on several accounts. 
For her son to be taken into eventual custody by his 
biological father was one of her greatest fears. Ms. 

Jordan explains that she faced a choice between two 
incredible evils.  As she said to the Daily News in 
2012,  “I was a mother trying to protect my young, my 
beautiful, my abused son from further sexual torture.”

More than four years later, Gigi Jordan is about 
to begin her trial in the State Supreme Court in 
Manhattan. Her lawyers have changed strategy 
numerous times from pleading insanity to claiming 
the novel term “altruistic filicide,” to extreme 
emotional disturbance. Her two ex-husbands, 
Raymond Mirra and Emil Tzekov, have both strongly 
denied the allegations. The judge on the case, Justice 
Solomon, guaranteed jurors “it’s going to be a most 
interesting case”. 

After reading the facts and evidence that will be 
presented in court, it really does not seem jurors will 
find Ms. Jordan guilty, if only because she may be 
mentally unstable. 

But the real topic to discuss is the term “altruistic 
filicide”. It is most definitely creative, but also 
manages to convey a strong message about someone’s 
intentions for killing another person. Can murder 
really be purely selfless as the term suggests? Can 
ending a person’s life be considered by law a benefit 
to the deceased? Should the perpetrator be made a 
hero for there is no victim only a recipient of a selfless 
act of kindness? One can argue, that by ending her 
son’s life, Ms. Jordan ended his suffering. Is there is 
any merit to Ms. Jordan’s actions, or choice of words, 
for that matter? 

We can also consider the more often used term, 
“mercy killing,” which does not contain the same 
implicit meaning. It leaves people to work out 

their own interpretation of the lawfulness of such a 
controversial action. One definition that pops up on 
a quick search is as follows: “the killing of a patient 
suffering from an incurable and painful disease, most 
typically through the administration of drugs.” It is 
also sometimes called euthanasia, a term that is met 
with a wide range of responses, from grimaces to 
accepting nods. 

It seems Gigi Jordan could not use the excuse of 
“mercy killing” because her child was not threatened 
with a terminal illness, nor did he consent to his 
death. She had no choice but to invent her own phrase 
crafty phrase. Although a “mercy killing” should be 
considered more lawful and, therefore, be met with a 
lighter sentence, does “altruistic filicide” evoke more 
sympathy from the public? Could Ms. Jordan’s choice 
of words help her case hold up in court?

There is an unwillingness and repressed fear to 
acknowledge these killings for what they are and 
confront the perpetrators for what they’ve done. It 
is apparent that a choice of words really does mean 
everything. In some cases, it may mean that the 
culprit is charged with a lighter crime and receives a 
lighter sentence. 

Ms. Jordan’s lawyers have made a living off their 
talent as wordsmiths. Can the right choice of words 
ultimately save you? Can the words mercy, honor, 
or altruism bolster a case that would otherwise have 
no merit? Does it somehow lessen the severity of the 
crime? These are all questions with which this jury, 
and indeed the country, must grapple in order to find 
meaningful answers. 

Understanding  
Scotland 

continued from front cover [Freedom!!!]                        
These rebellions were essentially failures 

and served to highlight the social and 
cultural schism within Scotland between the 
predominantly Protestant and Presbyterian 
Lowlanders and the predominantly Catholic 
and Episcopalian Highlanders. The lowlands 
refer to the southern and eastern parts of 
Scotland where people are more inclined 
to support a union between England and 
Scotland.  They neighbor the English and 
share more social and cultural similarities with 
them.  The highlanders to the north and the 
west are more isolated from English influences 

and are, therefore, less likely to support a union.
It is most likely because of these internal divisions that England was able to dominate 

Scotland.  The political union between the Kingdoms of Scotland and England was 
created by the Acts of Union which was passed in the parliaments of both kingdoms 
on May 1, 1707. Although this was both economically and politically beneficial for 
Scotland, a nationalistic fervor for an independent Scotland has persisted ever since.

Throughout the eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Scotland was 
dependent on England, especially for economic support when their major industries—
shipbuilding, steel and agriculture—were nearly destroyed in the aftermath of the 
world wars. Over  time, the Scottish voice grew stronger as more seats were added 
for their representatives in the English Parliament. They even had a few of their own 
political parties, most notably the Scottish National Party (SNP) and the Scottish 
Green Party. Eventually, many individuals and organizations began advocating for 
a process known as devolution, which is the reinstatement of a Scottish Parliament 
within the UK.

The people of Scotland first got the chance to vote in a referendum on proposals for 
devolution in 1979, but the necessary majority did not vote in favor of the legislation 
until a second referendum in 1997. The Scottish Parliament, headed by the SNP, was 
established in 1999, and additional powers, such as control over Scottish railways, 
have been devolved ever since.

This brings us back to the present issue.  A more radical referendum bill was 
recently proposed which sought to establish Scotland as a state independent from 
England for the first time in over 300 years.  As old religious tensions subsided with 
the general secularization trends in Europe, and Scottish national identity, including 
the use of old Gaelic languages, has recently increased, people were feeling more and 
more open to an independent Scotland.

According to the 2011 census, Scotland accounts for only 8.4% of the UK’s current 
population, and their fertility rate is lower than England’s. Yet the Scottish account for 
a significantly higher percentage of the UK GDP per capita, and receive little in return 
in the form of tax revenue for upkeep of basic societal needs.

Scottish nationals and liberals have argued this point. They point to the growth 
of Scottish GDP since the establishment of their own parliament as an indicator of 
better things to come should Scotland become independent. They feel they should be 
able to develop themselves and not be hindered by England anymore. They seek to 
establish a separate Scottish state while still remaining within the European Union.  
They call this goal “Independence in Europe,” and despite the recent referendum’s 
outcome, they have been gaining more support in recent years.

Conservatives, however, argued and were apparently in the majority. They believe 
that maintaining the status quo of British rule is better for the Scottish economy.  
Their theory is backed by years of post-world war experiences when their main 
industries took major hits, and their economy only survived because it was attached 
to England’s. England’s refusal to allow Scotland to use the pound also played a major 
role, as no one wished to rely on the troubled Euro. In the end prudence seemed to 
have won out, at least for the moment.

Although this past independence vote failed to pass, that the vote itself took place 
is indicative of the momentum the movement is gaining and, just like the referendum 
for a separate Scottish Parliament, it may pass the second time around.  History, 
especially hundreds of years’ worth of it, takes time to change, and despite the final 
count, there is still hope for an independent Scotland.

Photo Credits: www.ibtimes.co.uk
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The Maze Runner
BY: TZIVIA KLEINBART

The Maze Runner, a film set in the dystopian world of bestselling, Young Adult 
author James Dashner, has shown that not all movies in the well-worn genre are 
created equal. Opening at #1 at the box office, it features a nearly all-male cast, and 
tells a story of survival, bravery, and general bad-assery. 

The film begins with a chaotic ride up an elevator shaft with the protagonist, 
Thomas, (Dylan O’Brien) visibly frightened and confused. At the top, Thomas 
finds himself in an area referred to as the Glade, a large grassy space surrounded 
by high walls, inhabited by a group of young men of similar age to Thomas himself. 
Thomas cannot remember anything about himself, not even his name at first, but 
he is assured that this is the case for all the boys who arrive in the Glade. Led by the 
charismatic Alby (Aml Ameen) and aided every month by a newly conscripted boy 
bearing supplies, these young men have built a functional society in this place. The 
walls around the Glade lead into a monstrous maze, which opens at dawn and closes 
dusk each day. 

Everyone in the Glade does his share of the necessary work, but a chosen few, 
selected for their speed and bravery, serve as “runners,” and are sent into the maze 
each day to map it and find the way out.  An era of relative peace had prevailed ere 
Thomas’s arrival, but his coming heralded change and unrest. After Theresa, (Kaya 
Scodelario) the first girl to ever arrive in the Glade, is sent up the elevator shaft 
unexpectedly and seems to remember Thomas, the boys begin to uncover more 

about the maze, and are forced to contemplate the frightening thought that there 
is no way out at all.

The Maze Runner succeeds in captivating its audience. From the first moment, the 
acting, soundtrack and cinematography work together to treat you to a well-paced 
but quick-flowing story. The movie takes its time setting the tone and introducing us 
to the Glade, but once it does, there is never a dull moment. Towards the very end of 
the film there is a little too much reliance on CGI elements, but, for the most part, the 
characters really do drive the story. Mr. O’Brien, of “Teen Wolf ” fame, is phenomenal 
as the brave yet somewhat headstrong hero of the story, and the rest of the cast is 
equally impressive in their performances. 

What the movie lacks, unfortunately, is a coherent plot. Perhaps purposefully, the 
story is inconsistent and often illogical. The audience is meant to discover things as 
Thomas does. Alas, this means that moviegoers will spend the majority of the film 
confused, and possibly a little bewildered if they stop to ponder the workings of the 
Maze Runners’ world and the consequences of its rules. The film does a satisfactory 
job of explaining it all by the end, but refrains from answering  a few of the more key 
questions, most likely in an attempt to keep moviegoers eager to come back next year, 
for the second installment in the trilogy, The Maze Runner: The Scorch Trials.

Overall, if you don’t think too deeply about the storyline, and just enjoy the movie 
for what it is, it is an enjoyable and thrilling film. It avoids the usual clichés and is 
certainly unpredictable, but most importantly The Maze Runner shows that movies 
featuring teenagers living in a dystopian world, based on bestselling book trilogies, 
do not always have the same story, and can be captivating for a wide audience.   
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Ingredients:
1½ oz. Aged Rum

Beware! Gold rums such as Bacardi’s Gold are not aged a day, 
rather it is just the familiar white rum with food coloring added. 
Very decent four year old rums can be found for as cheap as five to 
ten dollars more than the standard Bacardi and are well worth the 
expenditure.
1 oz. Dark or Spiced Rum

A variety of rums is key to this drink and either of these specialty 
rums will add tremendous flavor. Choose whichever you prefer or 
whichever is most convenient.
¾ oz. Bacardi 151

The Devil Himself. At 75.5% alcohol by volume, this is not to be 
underestimated. If you feel like splurging for an expensive over-proof 
rum such as Lemonhart, then I have nothing left to teach you.
½ oz. Apricot Brandy

This is an optional, but tasty addition.
1 oz. Lime Juice

Fresh juice only!
1 oz. Grapefruit Juice

Be sure to get unsweetened juice only, (squeeze your own if you’ve 
got the time) as the syrups will provide all the sweetness necessary.
1 oz. Pineapple Juice

As it might prove difficult to obtain fresh juice for the pineapple 
and papaya just buy a brand that you know is high quality and not 
from concentrate. 
 ½ oz. Papaya Juice

Again an optional, but tasty addition.
½ oz. each of Vanilla, Cinnamon, and Almond Syrups

Don’s original recipe called for Falernum, so if you have it, use 
it! However, the rest of us need not fear as Falernum is essentially 
a mixture of these three flavors. And, as these are all commercially 
available, they pose far less of a hassle to acquire.
½ oz. Grenadine

Grenadine is a pomegranate flavored syrup. Be sure to get a good 
quality one made with actual pomegranates as the cheaper ones are 
fairly awful.
Angostura Bitters / Absinthe

There is some debate as to which of these belong in the drink. As 
such it should be a matter of personal preference. Whether you enjoy 
the spicy aromatic nature of Angostura or you fancy the licorice 
sweetness and gooey mouth-feel of absinthe, either will make the 
perfect complement to your cocktail.

FEATURES8

In 1934, this cocktail was invented by Don the 
Beachcomber to help a hung-over gentleman get 
through a very important business meeting. The 
customer returned awhile later telling Don that the 
drink had turned him into a zombie for days. This 
is why, to this day, Don’s restaurant maintains a very 
strict two zombies only rule. Behind an assortment 
of fruit juices and a myriad of sweet flavors lie an 
inordinate amount of rum which has given this 
concoction its deserved reputation. Along with 
the Mai Tai, (see last year’s issue,) this was one of 
the original tiki drinks, and should be treated with 
the utmost reverence. There are a few options in 
procedure that I’ve provided but I pray that you 
do not deviate any further from the recipe. Should 
you make what some bars have dubbed a zombie 
which I’ve in turn called “a crime against humanity,” 
I will be severely disappointed. So find appropriate 
glassware, some friends, and some free time when 
no one would care should you wake up naked in a 
dumpster, and enjoy The Zombies!  

The CoCkTail 
Corner:

The Zombie 
  By: Moshe Brodt 

The Cookie 
BY: ZACHARY SANDMAN

Can you think of a disk, perhaps three inches in 
diameter and just a few fractions of an inch in height 
that has the capacity to change the world? It is not 
made of solid gold and it does not detonate a nuclear 
missile. The ingredients are all found in your kitchen 
cupboard. I am, of course, talking about a cookie.

Cookies. They’re the small sweet baked goods that 
can put a smile on anyone’s face; that can cheer up the 
darkest days. The perfect way to make new friends, to 
show old friends how much they mean to you, the most 
honest way of saying “I love you,” and really, the only 
way to show someone that you truly care.

So what is it about the cookie? Perhaps it’s the lush 
crispiness or the plump sweetness. Or maybe it’s the 
seductive countenance bejeweled with chocolate chips, 
raisins, or nuts. But it is none of these things.

The secret of a cookie is anything but external. The 

real meaning of a cookie is all about what’s inside, what’s 
deep down. To truly understand a cookie you must look 
into the soul.

But this is where people mess up. People far more 
intelligent and rotund than you or I have dedicated 
many years of their lives peering deep into the recesses 
of a cookie in search of an answer, but have never once 
perceived the true inner soul of a cookie.

The truth is, the soul of a cookie has never been 
found because cookies do not have souls. Cookies are 
inanimate objects and nothing more than flour, sugar, 
eggs, shortening, soda, baking powder, and a few other 
mundane pantry staples. 

So what then is the soul to which I am referring? It is 
the soul of the baker. A cookie is not the mere work of 
an imaginative mind or gifted hands, but 

it is the pure creation of the soul. Baking cookies 
is not the banal chore of sifting flour and mixing 
ingredients, but it is the very pouring out of the soul 
and all of its love and passion, values and aspirations.

With this in mind, think about how you can make a 
difference in this world. Yes, you. It should not be difficult 
to figure out. It starts with a trip to the supermarket 
(pro tip: all the baking goods are conveniently located 

together in one aisle) and it ends with the powerful 
relationships that happen when you free part of your 
soul in the hope of impacting others.

Please take the time to internalize this message and 
appreciate how much you can do for others and the 
power you have to change the world by baking cookies. 
Remember to always use plenty of baking spray so none 
of your precious gifts to mankind stick to the pan and 
get left behind on the baking sheet.

With this in mind, think about how you can make 
a difference in this world. Yes, you, and it shouldn’t 
be difficult to figure out. It starts with a trip to the 
supermarket—pro tip: all the baking goods are 
conveniently located together in one aisle—and it ends 
with the powerful relationships that happen when you 
free part of your soul in the hope of impacting others.

Please take the time to internalize this message and 
appreciate how much you can do for others and the 
power you have to change the world by baking cookies. 
Remember to always use plenty of baking spray so none 
of your precious gifts to mankind stick to the pan and 
get left behind on a baking sheet.

Procedure:
•	 Add	aged	rum	and	spiced	or	dark	rum	to	shaker	tin.
•	 Add	apricot	brandy,	all	your	juices,	and	all	syrups.
•	 It	is	advisable	to	add	the	spent	lime	shells	at	this	point,	as	the	skin’s	oils	will		

 only enhance the flavor.
•	 Add	either	a	¼	oz.	of	absinthe	or	four	dashes	of	Angostura.
•	 Add	ice	to	mixing	glass	and	shake	vigorously	for	20-30	seconds.
•	 Double	strain	into	a	highball	or	preferably	your	tiki	glass	and	be	sure	to		 	

 filter out any lime pulp.
•	 Top	off	with	151,	and	set	the	drink	on	fire,	if	you	dare!
•	 Garnish	with	all	manner	of	tropical	fruit	and	an	umbrella.
•	 Cheers!

Photo Credits: drinks.seriouseats.com



JOE’S CORNER 
By: Joseph Grunfeld 

Key words:
Kinetic Energy: The average speed of molecules; also accounts for temperature.
Compress: To be squeezed or pressed together or into a smaller space.
Decompress: To expand; the opposite of compress

Question: Open your mouth wide and breathe into your palm. Your palm feels warmer. 
Now, contract your mouth so that it forms a very narrow hole and exhale into your palm. 
This time, your palm feels colder. The air should be the same temperature; it is coming out 
of the same lungs. Yet, there is a clear difference of temperature. When asked this question, 
many people say that the narrow-mouth air is colder because it is moving faster. It follows 
that faster moving air is colder. However, this is not true. Open your mouth wide and 
breathe forcefully into your palm. It still feels warm. Narrow your mouth as before and 
exhale lightly into your palm. It still feels cold. This shows that air speed can’t account for 
this difference.

How can this phenomenon be explained?

Answer: When you narrow your mouth, you are compressing the air that you are 
expelling from your lungs. When that air exits your mouth, it decompresses. Air that is 
compressed loses kinetic energy. Kinetic energy is the average speed of molecules and 
accounts for the temperature. When air has high kinetic energy, it is hot. When it has low 
kinetic energy, it is cold. When the air decompresses, it regains the kinetic energy that it 
lost by taking energy from its surroundings, in this case, your palm. The molecules in your 
palm are losing kinetic energy to the air, that’s why it feels colder. An everyday example of 
this is an aerosol deodorant can. The contents of the aerosol can are kept under pressure 
(it says so on the can). This means that the contents are compressed. When air is released 
from the can, it expands and takes kinetic energy away from its surroundings thus cooling 
the air. 
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Gotham: Before the Cape and Cowl

BY: JOSHUA BERGSTEIN

This past May, Batman, one of the most iconic superheroes in comic book 
history, celebrated his 75th anniversary. You’d expect this milestone would 
leave such a long-standing and oft-used character, looking a bit wizened and 
gray. (He’s starred in countless movies and TV shows in the last quarter-
century alone.)  In fact, he’s never looked younger. 

Literally, that is – Gotham, the new series which aired its premiere episode 
on September 22, features Bruce Wayne, Batman’s alter ego, as a child. At no 
point during the episode does he don the fabled costume that will one day 
strike fear into the hearts of criminals everywhere. This is because Gotham is 
not a show about Batman. It’s a show about the city of, well, Gotham – years 
before the Caped Crusader ever threw his first batarang.

The show’s lead, as it were, is James Gordon (Ben McKenzie, The O.C. and 
Southland), a young, idealistic police detective who arrives on the streets of 
Gotham City with the intent to see justice done. But Gotham is not a city 
primed for justice – it’s corrupted by bureaucracy, and pinned down under the 
cruel thumb of some of the most vicious crime bosses in the business. 

Unlike the other members of the city’s police force, including his coarse 
partner, Harvey Bullock (Donal Logue, Terriers,) Gordon genuinely wants to 
fix up the city – especially after he sees the teary-eyed face of young Bruce 
Wayne, who’s just lost both his parents to a gun-toting mugger.

That last bit will be familiar to any who know of the Batman mythos, as it was 
the death of Bruce Wayne’s parents that drove him to become the Dark Knight. 
Indeed, it’s not the only elbow to the ribs as far as references to Batman lore go. 
Several villains from the comics make pre-super-villainous appearances, and 
fans will likely have fun figuring out the future identities of the quirky police 
coroner and the young daughter of a wanted crook. (For those of you who 
want to figure them out for yourselves, I won’t give them away.)

Gotham has a fond eye for its source material, but it also has an eye on the 
ratings. As a network series, it needs to adopt an air of familiarity to sustain 
viewership; the detective genre, which has worked wonders for years, fills that 
role well. The question we get from the pilot, though, is whether Gotham is 
attuned to the broad viewership of network procedurals. Gotham was created 
by Bruno Heller, who also gave us the CBS procedural The Mentalist. 

This is a question that only time will answer, because in the pilot episode, 
it’s all too easy to get swept up in the comic book vibe of the series. Even if 
the show does go down the fan-pleasing route, it will need to tread the line 
carefully. 

Apart from Jim Gordon, none of the characters in the premiere feel 
especially fleshed out. Most of them are recognizable from their comic book 
roots, which is good for indulging in a few moments of fan-boyish glee, but 
in the long run, could prove harmful if these characters are not instilled with 
more depth and detail. That’s the sort of weight needed to carry a show, but 
that’s not the sort of weight Gotham carries in its pilot.

That’s not to say it’s a bad start for the show, however. Gotham, as I’ve said, 
is about the city of Gotham, and Gotham City may be the one character the 
show knows inside and out. Dark shadows cast their way along the city streets, 
lending a foreboding air to the city, which is compounded nicely by the grit 
and grunge that makes up the lower-class part of the city. The opening scene, 
in which a young, catlike woman (wink, wink) skulks through the cluttered, 
classless nighttime city, expertly sets the grim, unsettling tone for the episode 
to come.

Gotham certainly has no problem letting us get to know Gotham. But as it 
progresses, it will hopefully let us get to know Gotham’s citizens a little better.

(Gotham airs Monday nights at 8/7 central, on Fox.) 
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BY: CHAVIE FLEISHER 
Whether a novice or experienced in the 

kitchen, there are certain times when a cook 
or baker may feel intimidated. He or she may 
not be willing to attempt a meringue, a dish 
that requires flambéing (dousing in liquor 
then igniting), or even simply experimenting 
with a new recipe.  It is a simple task to 
follow a recipe.  All that’s needed is a list of 
ingredients and instructions. Can you read? 
Then with a bit a savvy you can produce a 
good dish.  

Sometimes, you are looking for something 
more in a recipe. A different flavor or texture. 
Not the same boring old roasted chicken or 
pound cake.  A great cook can take a recipe, 
and by deviating from it just a bit, take it 
from good to fantastic.  Add a spritz of fresh 
lemon juice to your roasted vegetables for a 
burst of citrus. Mix brewed coffee into your 
chocolate cake for a more intense chocolate 
flavor. These easy changes will prompt 
reactions such as “mmm... This is different.”

One of my favorite go-to desserts is 
shortbread. It is an easy, four-ingredient 
recipe that even the least experienced baker 
can successfully make. This version has a 
crumb topping that makes it extra yummy 
and adds a touch of elegance. The filling is 
very versatile. You can use peanut butter, 
jam, marshmallow fluff, or my personal 
favorite, Nutella (mmmm…). Just go with 
whatever your heart desires. Be creative with 
your fillings and toppings (powdered sugar 
anyone?). The main thing is to have fun!

CRUMB TOPPED SHORTBREAD
Yields: 30 squares

Base:
3 sticks butter or margarine
1 ½ cups confectioner’s sugar
3 cups flour
A pinch of salt
8 ounces of the filling of your choice

Crumb Topping:
1 cup granulated sugar
2 cups flour
2 sticks butter or margarine
   
Directions: 

Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
For the base, combine the butter or 

margarine, confectioner’s sugar and salt. 
Cream together with a mixer for three or 
four minutes until light and fluffy. Add the 
flour and mix on low until it is incorporated. 
Press the mixture into a nine by thirteen or 
two eight by eight pans. Spread you filling of 
choice on top of the dough.

For the crumb topping, mix the flour and 
sugar until combined. Using your hands, 
mix in the butter or margarine and mix it 
until it forms pea-sized crumbs. Sprinkle the 
crumbs evenly over the filling.

Bake for 30 minutes or until the top is a 
light golden brown.

Let it cool completely. Using a sharp knife, 
cut into squares or, for a more elegant look, 
into bars. Top with powdered sugar if you so 
desire. 

Enjoy!

 The Chef’s Special
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Kayaking in NYC

BY: ROBIN COHEN AND 
MICHELLE SHAYOWITZ

Looking for a new outdoor activity in NYC?  
A few weeks ago, we went kayaking on the 
Hudson River.  It was a fun and exciting way 
to spend an afternoon, and we would definitely 
recommend trying it.  Several organizations 
offer free kayaking opportunities on the 
Hudson between May and October.  We chose 
Downtown Boathouse, an organization whose 
mission is to “provide free public access to 
the harbor in New York City through public 
kayaking programs.”

It is quick and easy to sign up with Downtown 
Boathouse.  There are several convenient 
locations at Pier 26, Pier 96, and Governor’s 
Island.  We went to Pier 26 in Tribeca.  The free 
kayaking is only available at certain times and 
at certain piers though, so make sure to check 
Downtown Boathouse’s online calendar for 
hours and locations before making the trip. 

The only pre-requisite for those over eighteen 
is the ability to swim, although swimming in the 
river is prohibited.  When you arrive at the pier, 
sign a waiver (which is valid for a full year), grab 

a life jacket, and pick up a paddle.  Changing 
areas and restrooms are right near the dock, and 
we recommend changing into something that 
can get wet, since there will almost definitely be 
some water on the seat of the boat, and you may 
get splashed with some water from the Hudson.  
Access to free lockers is also available for those 
who want to keep their valuables on dry land. 

Down by the pier, a volunteer gives a brief 
tutorial on navigating a kayak and assists you 
into a boat.  During our visit, there was no wait 
for a kayak, and the staff was exceptionally 
nice and helpful.  Double and single kayaks 
are available for use. Once you are out on the 
water, all kayaks must stay within a specified 
boundary between the piers. The time limit to 
stay on the water is technically twenty minutes. 
However, if the river is not too busy and you do 
not get called back, you can stay out as long as 
you’d like. We were out for about two hours!

Additionally, Downtown Boathouse offers 
kayaking trips to those who attend the walk up 
sessions and have demonstrated their kayaking 
ability. There are also volunteer opportunities 
for those interested. To learn more, visit 
Downtown Boathouse online at: http://www.
downtownboathouse.org. What are you waiting 
for? It’s time to sit back, paddle around, and 
enjoy the skyline!

That Should Be a Word
                   BY: MOSHE BRODT 

Lupper 
lup•per [luhp-er]

Noun. 
1. A meal that serves as both 
lunch and supper.
I’m famished, having had class from 
11:30 till 4:30, let’s grab some lupper. 

Verb.
2. To eat lupper.
They lupper at five on Thursdays.

If brunch is a word, than so is lupper! If we all use 
it, we will make it so!

COMMENTS? QUESTIONS? LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR?
EMAIL US AT:

NIGHTCALLNEWS@GMAIL.COM
VISIT US IN:

0401 JAMES HALL
OR FIND US ONLINE AT:

NIGHTCALLNEWS.WORDPRESS.COM

Interesting Anniversaries
By: Moshe Brodt 

On September 18, 1951 The New York Times was founded by Harvey Jarvis Raymond. On that day the standard by which all subsequent media was to be 
judged had been laid down. 163 years later, The Times remains this country’s, and indeed the world’s, premier newspaper. All would-be journalists, including 
us at Night Call, take our cues on journalistic excellence and ethical reporting from The Times. The Times is vital to shaping the news agenda every morning 
and its voice, opinions and political commentary is heard across the globe. In light of recent fiscal woes, as all published dailies have been similarly besieged, 
many have been worried as to the paper’s very existence. Let us hope that these rumors of financial ruin are unfounded for it is impossible to overstate the 
importance of The New York Times. Losing The Times would be a blow to more than just American journalism; it would be a blow to American democracy. 
This paper has helped shape our fair country; it allowed a nation to mourn together when a beloved president was assassinated. Unflinching and truthful 
coverage of a conflict in Vietnam served to end that war. While some publications pander and sensationalize, The Times lives up to its duty to operate in the 
public interest and to provide factual and balanced news coverage. In his inaugural speech Raymond proclaimed “We shall be ‘Conservative’, in all cases where 
we think Conservatism essential to the public good;—and we shall be ‘Radical’ in everything which may seem to us to require radical treatment and radical 
reform. We do not believe that ‘everything’ in Society is either exactly right or exactly wrong;—what is good we desire to preserve and improve;—what is evil, 
to exterminate, or reform.” If only all media outlets took these words to heart, perhaps we would live in a very different, but certainly better, world.
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NFL ABUSE

continued from front cover [Rice or Wrong?]

severely criticized for the laxness of this 
punishment, which leads them to revise their policy 
regarding domestic violence.  Surveillance footage 
of the actual assault surfaces, the public is outraged, 
and Rice is suspended from the league indefinitely.

I am certainly not here to defend Rice and say 
that domestic violence is okay or should be ignored.  
Domestic violence is unacceptable and should never 
be excused. I do, however, have a problem with 
Rice’s indefinite suspension from the league for a 
myriad of reasons.  First off is the fact that, from the 
surrounding information, it does not appear that 
this is a classic abusive relationship, or that Rice is 
a persistent abuser – although appearances could 
well be wrong.  

In addition, Rice’s suspension was issued after 
he had already been sentenced to a two-game 
suspension.  No new evidence was uncovered in 
between the time of the two-game suspension 
and the time of the indefinite suspension, so what 
changed? What did the NFL discover about Ray Rice 
that caused them to make such a drastic decision?  
The answer, of course, is that they discovered public 
opinion, and therein lies the heart of the case. The 
NFL completely changed their outlook on the 
matter just to appease the public and calm their 
“moral” conscious. It was only after they folded 
under the pressure of public opinion and felt that 
they had no other option that they suspended Rice 
from the league.

In 2007 and 2008, Goodell ignored domestic 
violence incidents involving the Baltimore Ravens’ 
Brandon Marshall. The NFL was able to get away 
with that because there was no tape of the violent 
act that incited public outrage. Unlike Rice’s case, it 
was easy just to cover up the case quietly and make 
it disappear. So, is this really an issue of a ‘moral 

conscious’ for the NFL, or is it merely about keeping 
up appearances? 

In January 2000, there was another case 
involving a Baltimore Raven, linebacker Ray Lewis. 
Lewis and his friends got into a heated argument 
with another group of people that ended in the 
death of two members of that other group.  Lewis’s 
attorney negotiated a deal and the murder charges 
were dismissed in exchange for a $250,000 fine, 
testimony against two of his friends, and a guilty 
plea for obstruction of justice.  The very next 
season, Lewis was back in uniform and went on 
to win MVP after leading the Baltimore Ravens 
to a Super Bowl victory.  If it is justice and morals 
that the NFL is looking to champion, how can this 
incident be explained? The player himself pleaded 
guilty to obstruction of justice, yet was back on the 
field the next season!  But there was no video, so the 
NFL could treat the murder as a 3rd and 15 against 
the Baltimore defense and just forget about it. 

Let us take a step back for a moment and 
remember that the NFL changed the punishment 
even though they announced their new, harsher 
policy not only after Rice had committed his offense, 
but after he had pleaded guilty, been sentenced, 
and received his two-game suspension from the 
NFL.  Not only is it questionable whether they 
could apply this new policy to acts for which the 
NFL had already punished him, it is questionable 
whether the NFL can apply a lifetime ban to him 
even under their new policy, given that this is his 
first offense.  Furthermore, any non-celebrity who 
successfully completed the program that Rice will 
complete as a condition of his plea bargain and had 
his charges dropped as a result would not face a 
lifetime-ban from his profession.  But as a celebrity 
and a professional football player, Rice faces the soft 
prejudice of higher expectations.

The concept of morality and ethical conduct in 
professional sports is peculiar to begin with. The 
NFL wants to appear moral, but the NFL is not 

actually moral. Nor do they have to be.  Football 
is a sport and, by nature, a violent one.  Americans 
enjoy watching this sport to unwind from their 
tiresome, grueling day-to-day lives.  They do 
not really care about the individual scruples and 
behaviors of the players.  Fans want to have a great 
tailgate party, watch the game, root for their team, 
and then go home and repeat this procedure the 
next week. By introducing a moral compass into the 
equation, personal lives now become a part of the 
game. Donald Sterling, owner of the Los Angeles 
Clippers, was forced to sell his team because of a 
private conversation he had with his girlfriend 
where he expressed racists and controversial views.  
We all say things in private that we may not choose 
to share in public.  If we have unpopular, or even 
indefensible, opinions, need we hide them from 
even our intimate friends?  Must we be worried 
about public opinion within our private lives?

At the heart of this issue is our ever-shrinking 
world. There is no longer a private life for anyone, 
and certainly not a public figure.  I am not 
commending the actions of Rice or Sterling in any 
way.  I am merely pointing out the lack of privacy 
in our lives.  Can we trust no one? Have we come 
to a point where all of society lives in each other’s 
pockets?  And is this how we want our future to 
look? 

The 2014 New York baseball 
season was a season to forget, 
despite the fanfare of seeing off 
Derek Jeter. A much beloved 
captain’s farewell brings with 
it the end of an era of Yankee 
dominance, or at the very 
least, Yankee relevance.

Yankee management 
had hoped that they had 
sufficiently replaced Robinson 
Cano with a combination 
of 2013 National League 
All-Star Carlos Beltran, 
Brian McCann, and Jacoby 
Ellsbury. Their hopes went 
unrealized as Beltran played 
horrendously, McCann only 
came around when they were 
all but eliminated from playoff 
contention, and Ellsbury 
whilst proficient at stealing 

bases, could not provide the 
power necessary to make the 
Yankees an elite team. 

While the team’s hitting 
was anemic, that was far 
from their only troubles. 
Injuries plagued the club the 
entire season and kept Mark 
Teixeira’s bat out of the lineup 
all too often. Derek Jeter, 
adored by fans, but well past 
his prime, was forced into 
a starting role.  In addition, 
the team could never seem 
to find consistency at second 
base or third base, which had 
been former strengths of the 
ballclub. 

The pitching started out 
extremely well, but injuries 
that had beleaguered the 
rest of the team caught up 

with the pitching staff before 
long. Dellin Betances and 
David Robertson were sole 
bright spots on an otherwise 
lackluster staff. Even the 
bullpen, where once reined 
the mightiest of all relievers, 
could not perform as 
expected.

With focus now on the 
2015 season, many questions 
need to be addressed if Yankee 
fans hope to see their team 
in the running next August. 
What do the Yankees do with 
shortstop? There doesn’t seem 
to be a notable Yankees infield 
prospect that can fill that void. 
They will likely sign a free 
agent, but more importantly, 
their captain, and face of the 
team, is gone. Who will be the 

face of the franchise for years 
to come? Ellsbury, McCann, 
or Tanaka could all become 
that guy, but whether they 
can shoulder the load of a 
New York franchise is up for 
debate. Alex Rodriguez will 
be back next year. Can he be 
productive at age 40, especially 
after being suspended for the 
entire 2014 season? Is it time 
for Brian Cashman to go? His 
quick fix attempts to make 
up for bad drafting are not 
working as well as they once 
did. 

Will new Yankee ace, 
Masahiro Tanaka, be able 
to dominate like he did 
right before he sustained 
his season-ending injury? 
Can CC Sabathia, who has 

struggled to stay healthy the 
past two seasons, return to 
his former glory? Will the 
talented, but oft-injured, 
Michael Pineda ever live up to 
his potential?

Can Brian McCann be a 
productive hitter for the entire 
season? Is it worth asking 
if Mark Teixeira is going to 
be able to stay in the line-up 
next season? He has not been 
healthy since 2009. Who can 
play 2nd base? Brian Roberts, 
Kelly Johnson, and Stephen 
Drew were all ghastly this 
season. 

Have no fear Yankee fans, 
you might have 99 problems 
but money ain’t one!

The End of A Dynasty
BY: SHLOMO KREUSER

Photo Credits: www.marylandinjurylawyerblog.com



 Brought to you by: www.facebook.com/BrooklynCollegeMemes. Keep Posting!! 


