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BY: RENEE 
BLUMENFRUCHT

Brooklyn College recently 
mailed out postcards to its student 
body announcing the availability of 
the 2013 Annual Campus Security 
Report. Most of you probably 
threw it right into the garbage, and 
normally, I’d have done the same. 
But something compelled me to 
actually visit the website this year 
to see how we’re doing, security 
wise (maybe the need to justify all 
the wasted paper and postage?). 
Here’s the run down: 

Starting off with the ABC’s 
of campus security, the report 
clearly states the crime reporting 
procedure. You can either 
call the Department of Public 
Safety’s emergency telephone 
line (718-951-5444) or report the 
information in person at the Public 
Safety Office located in Room 0202 
Ingersoll Hall. Of course, in the 
event of a life threatening situation, 
you should immediately call 911. 

Brooklyn College has a 
university wide CUNYALERT 
System. By signing up for this 
service you will get messages 
during emergency events via email, 
text message and telephone. To 
sign up for CUNY Alert, log on to 
http://www.cuny.edu/news/alert.
html and follow the instructions. 

As many of you have noticed, 
there have been many fire drills 
on campus now. The college 
conducts evacuations and fire 
drills three times a year in each 
of the campus buildings. During 
theses drills, building occupants 
are familiarized with campus 
evacuation procedures.  

The college’s Office of the Dean 
of Student Affairs directs the 
college’s Alcohol and Substance 
Abuse Program, the purpose of 
which is to educate students about 

alcohol and substance abuse as 
well as provide counseling to 
students with problems. Personal 
Counseling Services provides free 
and confidential drug and alcohol 
counseling for students, employees 
and their families. Personal 
Counseling Services is located in 
Room 0203 James Hall. There is 
also a special support group for 
former drug users. Appointments 
can be made in person or by calling 
718-951-5363.

Brooklyn College also has 
strong guidelines about Reporting 
and Prevention of Sex Offenses. 
You can find a comprehensive 
brochure about sexual harassment 
governing policies at Brooklyn 
College and the New York State 
laws regarding sexual assault 
crimes in the Personal Counseling 
office. Victims of sex offenses 
can get help from the Personal 
Counseling Office of from the 
Women’s Center in 227 New 
Ingersoll Hall. 

In the fall of 2007, the 
Department’s “See something…
Say something” Program 
was adopted.  This program 
encourages the entire campus 
community to be the eyes and ear 
of the Public Safety Department. 
The campus community is 
encouraged to report suspicious 
activity, packages, persons or 
any of the likes to the Public 
Safety Office for investigation.  
Reporting persons may call the 
Public Safety Office emergency 
number directly, or if you prefer 
to remain anonymous, call the 
“Anonymous Reporting Hot Line” 
at 718-951-4628.  All information 
will remain confidential.  You are 
encouraged to report information 
even if you have doubts about the 
information. “If it is nothing…it 
will be nothing”. 

continued on page 5
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BY: TZIVIA KLEINBART 
Every year during Halloween 

season you put off costume 
planning until October 31st when 
you remember that you don’t have 
anything to wear. You need to leave to 
that party in five, so you end up being 
the lame one at the party with either 
a pathetic costume or no costume at 
all. This year, change is in the air: you 
will plan and execute a fabulous (or at 
least passable) costume! To help, we’ve 
created a handy list of costume ideas 
for you, conveniently segmented into 
categories for easy decision making.

Basics: These costumes are for those 
who want something simple, popular, 
and easy to understand. These costumes 
can be found in every Halloween store 
without exception:

Vampire: Vampires are the 
quintessential Halloween costume 
and are still among the most popular 
this year. They come in all varieties: 
male, female, children, sexy, scary, 
whatever. It doesn’t take much to dress 
as a vampire. A black cape (crimson 
lining preferred), with black pants 
and a white dress shirt (or dress for a 
woman) is all you need. Add some fangs and, for an added touch, fake blood dripping down your 
chin, and you’re done!

Zombie: The problem with vampires is, well, they’re old school. And you can’t get the image of 
Twilight (shudder) out of your head. In that case, you may want to opt for the more popular, but 
still as Halloween-appropriate, zombie. The best part about zombies is that they’re basically just 
disheveled (dead) people, so you don’t need a “real” costume from a store. Just throw on your gym 
clothes, don’t brush your hair, or apply grayish blue face paint, and you’re a zombie. Don’t forget to 
walk with your arms outstretched while making grunting noises.

Superhero: Believe it or not, superhero costumes have not lost any popularity, and remain in the 
top sold costumes every year. Choosing Batman or Superman is a sure a crowd pleaser, but you’re 
free to choose less known heros, like The Flash or Black

Widow: As long as people can tell who you are, you’re fine.
Contemporary: Some people like to dress up as someone or something that ties in with current events 

or trends. For 2013, we have a few options:
Miley Cyrus or Robin Thicke: This is the most popular pop culture reference costume for this 

year. You’d be surprised (or maybe not) at how many Amazon vendors are selling nude bikinis, foam 
fingers, and “twerk bear” T-shirts, replicating the getup Miley had on at the VMA’s this year. To add 
Robin Thicke’s costume for a couple look, just buy a Beetlejuice suit, and you’re set.

“Breaking Bad:” Choose any character you’d like, but the one most people will likely be dressing 
up as will be Walter White, the main character on the successful show that just recently ended. 
All you need is a yellow Hazmat suit, a pair of blue gloves, and one of those weird masks. Google 
statistics have shown that this is one of the most searched for costumes this season.

continued on page 9
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BY: JOSEPH LANGER

As college students, 
we are always looking 
for the job, GPA, or extra 
curricular activity that 
will make us stand out to 
prospective employers. 

As human beings, we are always looking for ways 
to help those who are less fortunate than ourselves. 
Well, now we can do both at the same time. Music Vs. 
is coming to Brooklyn College and we are looking 
for outstanding students to take on executive board 
positions.

Founded in 2011, Music Vs. (Musical 
Undergraduates’ Support Initiative for Children, 
Veterans, and Seniors) employs the universal 
language of music in an attempt to strengthen these 
diverse groups in their battles against a variety of 
medically related conditions. With the growth of 
Music Vs., undergraduates nationwide have united 
to improve the social wellbeing of ailing children, 
veterans, and seniors.

While many of these groups receive excellent 

health care, their basic social needs are often 
neglected. This is especially true of those residing 
in veterans or nursing homes, who may not receive 
many visitors. Following its establishment in a 
college, a typical Music Vs. branch will begin to 
coordinate events in which groups of students visit a 
nursing home, veteran’s center, hospital, or widows 
living within the local community. Once there, the 
students use music to alleviate the social discomfort 
that is associated with meeting strangers, fight 
loneliness, and facilitate conversation.

In order to establish lasting connections with 
the people visited, initial events are followed up 
with more intimate visits on a regular basis. These 
visits allow the students to form close bonds 
with specific residents that they met at the initial 
events. Consequently, the music slowly becomes 
a supplemental rather than necessary part of the 
program. Befriending seniors and veterans in 
particular is Music Vs.’s way of showing appreciation 
for the services they have done for our country, and 
for us, the younger generation.

Over the past 2 years Music Vs. has enjoyed 
rapid growth. Starting with just a few members at 
Yeshiva University (the club now has mre than 200 
members), Music Vs. now has chapters in over 15 
colleges in the U.S. and international chapters in 
Israel and Canada. Brooklyn College, is the latest 

to join an impressive list of univesities such as Yale, 
Cornell,  and NYU. In fact, Music Vs. has spread 
as far west as San Diego State University and as far 
south as University of Florida. Brooklyn College 
will be the fourth CUNY school to start a chapter 
following Queens, Lehman, and City Colleges.

Music Vs.’s success reflects its greater mission 
to use the universal language of music to create 
a forum for intergenerational conversation that 
bridges cultural and racial barriers. Whether 
befriending a lonely widow or cheering up a sick 
child, Music Vs. believes that a healthier mind will 
lead to a healthier body. Through mobilizing college 
students nationwide, its members hope to ennoble 
the younger generation, thereby rekindling people’s 
faith in themselves, and consequently, in their fellow 
human beings. 

You can check out Music Vs.’s latest events on 
their website, musicvs.org. Like us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/musicvs.initative.

If you are interseted in becoming an executive 
member of the club, joining the club, or would like to 
receive more information, e-mail us at bcmusicvs@
gmail.com.

The Filibuster Lie
BY: MICHELLE TEREBELO

On September 25th, America’s now most 
hated Republican, Ted Cruz (R-Texas), took 
the stand for 21 hours in a radical attempt 
to prevent our government from funding 
Obamacare. As soon as those watching 
heard Cruz say, “I rise today in opposition 
to Obamacare (and I will speak) until I am 
no longer able to stand,” every American 
screamed filibuster.  We reminisced of the 
time when George H. W. Bush was president in 
1992, and New York Senator Alfonse D’Amato 
spoke for 15 hours and 14 minutes, in order 
to prevent a 27 billion dollar tax bill from 
being passed. However, what Ted Cruz did 
was not by definition a filibuster. Regardless 
of whether or not it was a filibuster, Congress 
could not get its act together, and the Federal 
Government shut down for seventeen days. 

The idea of a filibuster started out in the 
Senate. Its purpose was to prevent and obstruct 
legislation from occurring. It was, and is still 
used as a tool to prevent an unwanted vote 
from taking place.  It’s an attempt to kill a law, 
before a majority of either the House or Senate 
can vote on it.  Any subject can be spoken 
about. Ted Cruz decided to  read the children’s 

book, “Green Eggs and 
Ham.” The filibuster is a 
silly invention, which is 
never once mentioned in 
our Constitution. It falls 
under the category of 
the Elastic Clause of the 
Constitution and allows for 
endless and tedious debate.  
So why hasn’t Ted Cruz’s 
immensely long speech 
been labeled a filibuster? I 
mean, he did speak about 
White Castle Burgers, 
Ashton Kutcher and read 
tweets on the stand?

Regardless of whether  
or not Cruz took the 
stand, the Senate funding 
of Obamacare could not 
have been prevented.  So, 
in fact, Cruz was not delaying a bill 
at all, and therefore, his 21 hour rant 
was not a filibuster. Even if Cruz could 
have delayed a Senate vote, the Senate had 
enough votes to invoke cloture and end 
a Republican filibuster. So what was the 
point of Cruz wasting his breath for 21 
hours? Good question.

Some say that he was trying to inform 
America of all the terrible side effects of 

Obamacare. Maybe he was trying to become 
the most hated Republican in America. 
Some debate whether his “faux” filibuster 
was an attempt to become the most known 
Republican, surpassing Rand Paul and Paul 
Ryan. But even these two leading Republicans 
agree that Ted Cruz’s tactic was a serious train 
wreck. 

On the night of October 16th, Congress 
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BY: MICHAEL WEBER
Author’s note: The style of this article may 

seem unfamiliar to many of you (especially if 
you are reading this before 3 AM) but is written 
this way intentionally.  

October 16th, 2013
I lie there, curled up in the fetal position 

under my bed shaking with fright. To make 
me even more uncomfortable, I have trouble 
breathing through the large gas mask I have 
on. “Lucky we live in a basement” I say to my 
wife, who is lying in a similar position a few 
feet away. “It’s gonna really help us avoid the 
worst of any bombs.” She just blinks back at 
me and nods, too afraid to speak.

I return to my thoughts, focusing on the 
chaos us Americans find ourselves thrown 
into: The government is shut down! That 
means we must have no army to protect us! 
After all, the government does run the army. 
With this shutdown, it’s only a matter of time 
before half the world seizes this opportunity 
and mounts their attacks. Luckily, I was able 
to get these gas masks at a pretty good price 
from a Vietnam vet on Craigslist. I guess he 
was willing to flee the country rather than 
stick it out. Hmmm, I wonder if maybe he 
made the right choice. I hear Iceland is really 
nice this time of year...

26 Hours Later
“Great news! I just found out that the army 

is not included in the shutdown!” 

“Oh, thank God! Are you sure?”
“Yeah it’s been confirmed by pretty much 

everyone... now can you please go and get 
some milk?”

After reluctantly removing my gas mask 
and most of my hazmat suit, I venture 
outside. I quickly drive to the grocery, park 
the car, and run in and out with the milk in 
around 5 minutes. As I come out with the 
milk, I am hit with a strange sight: an orange 
envelope on my windshield! I pick it up and 
stare at the piece of paper that accompanied 
it: a ticket. Now I’m utterly confused. Luckily, 
the policewoman who must have written the 
ticket is still standing a few feet away so I 
run over to her for an explanation. “Excuse 
me ma’am,” I politely begin, while waving the 
ticket in the air. “Can you please explain this 
to me?” 

“Ummm, it’s a parking ticket...,” she flatly 
responds.

“Yes I know, but why was it on my car?” I 
ask, thoroughly confused at this point. I can’t 
believe that she’s looking at me like I’M the 
crazy one.

“You’re parked at a pump!” She gives me 
a stare like I’m a Mets fan at a game or some 
other crazy sight. “Don’t you live in this city?!? 
If you park at a pump you WILL get a ticket!”

“But Ma’am the government is shut down! 
I didn’t think the police would be giving 
tickets, or even operational at all! And why 

on earth would they need a fire hydrant if the 
fire department is closed anyway?!?!”

Long story short: The police and fire 
department are opened for business as usual. 
Turns out they aren’t part of this shutdown 
either. After finally being able to enjoy 
cereal and milk back at home, I flip open my 
computer excited to be able to catch up on 
some long-missed TV with my new-found 
off day. “Ummm, don’t you have class in 5 
minutes?” I hear my wife ask. 

Oh no! Don’t tell me school isn’t affected by 
the shutdown either! But it’s a CUNY school! 
It’s the government. You guessed it; schools 
aren’t affected by the shutdown either. Hmm, 
makes me wonder what we need Congress for 
exactly.

I drag myself to class and Professor Cruz 
starts droning on as usual. Just as I start to 
space out and drift off to sleep (you don’t 
sleep too well curled up under a bed), I hear 
“I will not have it in a box, I will not have it 
with a fox...” Wait, is he reading Green Eggs 
and Ham? Huh? I must have dozed off for a 
second there... there’s just no way on earth 
someone that is supposed to present useful 
information would just start doing something 
like that! ... Well it would be funny if he would, 
but then I would feel bad for the guy because 
he’d for sure end up losing his job or at least 
not getting paid for wasting valuable lecture 
time... still, it would be pretty funny... zzzzzzz.

Night Call is the official newspaper of the students of the School of General Studies, published in 0401 James Hall, Brooklyn College, 2900 Bedford Avenue, 
Brooklyn, New York 11210. Letters to the editor are welcomed and encouraged. Letters should contain the writer’s name, address, and phone number, and 
should be sent via email to nightcallnews@gmail.com. The opinions expressed in these columns are those of the authors. They do not necessarily represent 
the views of Night Call, the editors, or Brooklyn College. No part of this paper may be reproduced without the express permission of the editor-in-chief.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, November 6
Financial aid recipients who totally 
withdraw before this date 
may incur repayment liability

Thursday, November 7
Undergraduate students: Last day to clear 
INC grades by submitting missing work 
for Spring and Summer 2013
Graduate students: Comprehensive exams; 
LAST Exams(Sabbath observers) 

continued inside back cover
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For the average college student, eating right is just not the highest of priorities. Between 
homework, class, and even work for some, a quick bite and a small gulp is what you use to fuel 
your day. A hectic schedule requires a reservoir of energy though, and you need to make sure 
that stock is kept at full capacity. One critical source for helping you along your busy endeavors 
is vitamin B12.

According to Fitday.com, vitamin B12 helps get rid of any sluggishness you might be 
experiencing, even after eight solid hours of sleep. It acts as nature’s own 5-Hour Energy by 
giving you a boost in mental capacity and energy levels. A deficiency in B12 may cause extreme 
and/or chronic tiredness and fatigue. An extreme deficiency may lead to serious gastric issues 
and the inability to absorb various nutrients. These can be prevented or fixed by implementing 
B12 into your diet.

Vitamin B12 also helps your body grow naturally and maintain its healthy appearance. By 
aiding in cell reproduction and constant renewal of the skin, B12 is essential for healthy skin, 
hair and nails. If you have been dying for that “natural glow,” here is your answer. Besides 
for helping you maintain your looks and your 
health, B12 will also help give your brain and your 
nervous system the boost they need to understand 
that really hard concept your professor has been 
trying to explain in lecture. B12 helps you mentally 
and emotionally, helping you excel in your classes 
while maintaining your cool.

B12 can be found in meat, shellfish, milk, 
cheese, and eggs. If you are experiencing extreme 
tiredness or are still concerned about your B12 
intake, a test can be done by a health professional 
to determine your current levels of the vitamin. 
Once your results come in, he or she can then 
further recommend what course of action is best 
for you.

Disclaimer: this was written by a non-health 
professional and is by no means a diagnosis of any 
sort.

BE HAPPY, BE HEALTHY, B12
BY: RAFI KHAVIS
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COMMENTS? QUESTIONS? LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR?

EMAIL US AT: 

NIGHTCALLNEWS@GMAIL.COM
VISIT US IN:

 0401 JAMES HALL 
OR ONLINE AT: 

NIGHTCALLNEWS.WORDPRESS.COM
Professor Blank could not helP But notice that one of his students was late to class for 
the third time in a row. Before class ended he went around the room asking students some 
questions aBout the day’s lecture. of course, he made sure to Pick on his tardy PuPil. 
“and who was it that develoPed the theories Behind communism?” the Professor asked.
“i don’t know,” the student said.
“PerhaPs if you came to class on time, mr. reeBs, you would know,” said the Professor.
“that’s not true,” the student rePlied. “i never Pay attention anyway!”

CAMPUS NEWS   
 DID YOU KNOW: THERE IS A TUNNEL 

THAT RUNS FROM THE BACK OF NEW 
INGERSOL, RIGHT NEAR THE LILY POND, 
TO THE TENNIS COURTS NEXT TO THE 
WEST QUAD?

- For more BC secrets, check out the walking
campus tour.
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Young Entrepreneurs at 
Brooklyn College

Moshe Berman
Moshe Berman is a 22 year old Brooklyn College 

student hoping to major in Computer Science.  He’s 
a software writer.  “I make iPhone apps.  I started 
making websites in 6th grade and began apps 3+ 
years ago.  I interned with the New York Times last 
summer, and during the previous summer, I got a 
scholarship to Apple’s developer conference.  I also 
have the Sam Beller Entrepreneurship award.”      

Sal Houdini
Sal Houdini is a 19 year old Brooklyn College 

Student with a major in Accounting.  “I’m an artist 
who’s working his way up to the top without any 
help. My relationships and past experiences inspired 
me to write music.  No matter how much you think 
life is giving up on you, someone comes along with 
a little bit of brightness - a little bit of love and care 
to make you get back up on your feet and make you 
feel invincible, as if you can achieve anything in the 
world.”

http://www.hotnewhiphop.com/mixtape.98588.
html

Samairah and Aleeza Khan
Samairah Khan is a 20 year old Brooklyn College 

student with a major in Journalism and Aleeza Khan 
is a 22 year old Brooklyn College student with a 
double major in Accounting and Finance.  They are 
the owners of Delicate Hijabi, an online business for 
modest clothing. “What inspired us was how some 
people automatically believe that if a woman is covered 
it means she is oppressed and conservative.  Being 
liberal, in the sense of dressing, has a lot to do with 
being able to choose your style and how you want to 
put it together.  That’s what Delicate Hijabi is here for. 
It’s where fashion meets modesty.”

www.delicate-hijabi.com
www.facebook.com/Delicate.Hijabi

continued from front cover [BC 2013 Annual Security Report]
Last but not least, the report includes important campus information about different resource locations 

on campus.
You can visit the Information Booth located in Boylan Hall Room 1139A: 718-951-3208.
The Registrars Counter of the Enrollment Services Center is located in the lobby of the West Quad 

building: 718-951-5441.
The Bursars Office is located on the second floor of the West Quad building: 718-951-5200.
The Financial Aid Office is located on the third floor of the West Quad building: 718-951-5051.
The Health Clinic is located in the Roosevelt Building Room 114: 718-951-5580.
Recreation, Intramurals & Athletics is located on the fourth floor of the West Quad building: 718-951-

5366.
The Photo ID Center is located in the lobby of the West Quad building: 718-951-2400.
Brooklyn College would also like to remind their students that there is a “NO SMOKING” policy. There 

is no smoking allowed in any of the buildings on campus. 

Brooklyn College’s Annual Security Report includes statistics on reported crime rates that occur on 
campus or in certain buildings off-campus that are owned or controlled by Brooklyn College. Additionally, 
included in the report is information on policies concerning alcohol and drug use, crime prevention, the 
reporting of crimes, sexual assault, and other matters. Make sure to check out the rest of the report at 
Brooklyn.cuny.edu/securityreport. 

Steven Marc Meltser
Steven Marc Meltser is an 18 year old 

Brooklyn College Student with a double 
major in Chemistry and Biology and a minor 
in Computer Science. “I run a full service 
marketing firm for small businesses within the 
local area in order to help them both online 
and offline. My firm works with Google, and 
I am a Google Engage certified advertiser. I 
am currently developing a heavy duty office 
equipment website which will sell high end 
office equipment and furniture. I was inspired 
simply by the fact that I didn’t want a boss 
controlling my every move.”

www.StevenMeltser.com (Under 
Construction)

   BY: SAMAIRAH KHAN



BY: CINDY SOBEL
October 5, 2013 marks the two-year 

anniversary of the death of Steve Jobs.  
Controversial or not, we can all agree that 
the world lost a technological maverick 
that day.  As CEO of Apple, Steve Jobs 
revolutionized the creation of technology 
by forging innovation and creativity. 

Steven Paul Jobs was born in San 
Francisco, California on February 24, 
1955.  Adopted at birth by Paul and Clara 
Jobs, Steve was inspired by his father’s 
love for electronics.  The two constantly 
tinkered together in the family garage, 
taking apart and rebuilding all types of 
technological items.  An exceptionally 
bright student, Jobs skipped a grade in 
elementary school.  However, when he 
reached college, he dropped out after six 
months.  Jobs enjoyed sitting in on random 
creative courses, and was later reported 
saying, “If I had never dropped in on that 

single calligraphy course in 
college, the Mac would have 
never had multiple typeface 
or proportionally spaced 
fonts.”

Jobs began his career as 
a technician at Atari, Inc., 
a video game company.  He 
took a brief hiatus from this 
position to move to India 
where he became a staunch 
follower of Buddhism.   
Upon his return, Jobs 
reconnected with an old 

buddy, Steve Wozniak, and in 1976, the 
two started their own business named 
“Apple Computer Company”.  The name 
was chosen as a tribute to one joyful 
summer that Jobs had spent picking 
apples.  

Apple Computer grew in size and 
profit over the course of the next decade.  
The Apple 1 computer was invented in 
1976, followed by the Macintosh in 1984.  
After an attempted boardroom coup, Jobs 
was stripped of all managerial duties in 
regards to the Macintosh, which resulted 
in his resignation from Apple.  In 2005, 
Jobs spoke about his departure from 
Apple as being one of the best moments 
of his life.  “The heaviness of being 
successful was replaced by the lightness 
of being a beginner again, less sure about 
everything.  It freed me to enter one of 
the most creative periods of my life.” 

In 1986, Jobs acquired The 
Graphics Group, which later 
became Pixar.  Under his 
tenure, Toy Story, Monsters 

Inc., Finding Nemo and Ratatouille 
were released. Jobs sold Pixar to 
Disney in 2005 for $7.4 billion in stock 
transactions. At that time, he was the 
largest single shareholder of The Walt 
Disney Company, owning about seven 
percent of the company’s stock.

Jobs’ next venture in life was the 
founding of NeXT, Inc., a computer 
company.  By 1994, the company had 
over a million in profits and was later 
purchased by Apple, Inc. in 1996 for $427 
million. NeXT released the technology 
that runs the Apple Store and iTunes. In 
1997, Jobs became CEO of the company 
he had helped build and had been fired 
from. Under the leadership of Jobs, the 
iMac was introduced. The company 
expanded from computers to mp3 
players with the introduction of the iPod 
in 2001 and the creation of the iTunes 
store.  These products transformed the 
way music was downloaded by creating 
easier access and bringing music to the 
ears of many more people.  In 2007, Jobs 
revolutionized the cell phone industry 
with the release of the iPhone, a leading 
trend in the smart phone industry. He 
liked to refer to himself as the iCEO.

Steve Jobs was known for his tough 
treatment of employees and intolerance 
of inefficiency.  Described as a moody 
and volatile boss by his employees, he 
was both beloved and hated for his 

skills of persuasion and ability to sell 
anything.   When criticized for not 
being eco-friendly, Jobs came up with a 
recycling program for people to have an 
“environmentally friendly disposal” of 
their old products.  He was also known 
for his signature black long-sleeved mock 
turtleneck, blue jeans and New Balance 
sneakers.  He defended his wardrobe 
choice saying that he liked the idea of this 
uniform because of its convenience while 
also conveying his personal style.

In October 2003, Jobs was diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer.   He refused 
conventional treatment and opted for 
alternative methods of healing.  In July 
2004, he was declared to be in remission.  
Over the course of the next few years, 
the media constantly whispered about 
the state of Jobs’ well being amidst the 
reassurance that Jobs was in perfect 
health. Jobs announced a six-month leave 
of absence in June 2009, right after a liver 
transplant.  In June 2011, he took another 
medical leave of absence, and officially 
resigned from his position as CEO of 
Apple on August 24, 2011.  This resulted 
in a five percent drop in Apple stock.  
Jobs stayed on as Chairman of the Board 
until his death six weeks later on October 
5th.  He is survived by his wife, Laurene 
Powell, and his four children.  

A notable fact about Jobs is that his 
salary as CEO of Apple consisted of only 
$1, while the amount of stock he owned in 
the company was in the billions.  Forbes 
stated his wealth as $8.3 billion in 2010, 

continued on page 7

That Should Be a Word

GRAMMANDO
(gru-man-DOE), n.

One who possesses the obsessive need to correct others’ 
grammatical errors.
“I don’t hang out with Nancy anymore, she’s become way 
too much of a grammando.”
See also: Stororist (one who interrupts other’s stories with 
semi-impressive feats of one’s own past), Dictionator 
(person in a group who believes he alone has discovered 
the word or phrase most apropos to given situation), and 
Anecdoctor (friend who allows you to tell story of shared 
exploits only to jump in repeatedly with various additions 
and corrections).

JOE’S CORNER
BY: JOSEPH GRUNFELD

1) If 2 chickens lay 2 eggs in 2 days, how long will it take 100 chickens 
to lay 100 eggs?

a. 1 day
b. 2days
c. 100 days
d. Not enough information to provide solution

FEATURES  
BORN IN: OCTOBER

Photo credit: static.tvgcdn.net
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Answer: B

THE POP 
CULTURE 

CHART
BY: MOSHE BRODT

• Add aged rum to shaker
• Add Orange Curacao, lime juice, and both syrups
• It is advisable to add the spent lime shells at this point, as the skin’s oils will only    

 enhance the flavor
• Add ice to mixing glass and shake vigorously for 20-30 seconds
• Double strain into a highball glass filled with crushed ice. Be sure to filter out any         

 lime pulp
• Top off with dark rum, turning the drink slightly brownish
• Garnish as you please

9

2 oz premium aged rum
In the summer of 1944, Mr. Bergeron traveled to the Caribbean. While in Jamaica, he purchased 
a full distillery of premium aged rum. In need of a way to pay for his thirst-quenching 
acquisition, Bergeron created the Mai Tai, centered on his fantastic rum. You should stand for 
nothing less when making this drink and be sure to use a very good aged rum. (Beware! Gold 
rum is not necessarily aged. It is often just white rum with food coloring, and you really do 
not want that!)

½ oz Orange Curacao / Cointreau / Triple Sec
The recipe calls for Orange Curacao, but truthfully, any triple sec will work. Make certain it is 
of high quality on par with the excellent rum you have presumably chosen.

1 oz dark rum
An optional final step will be to add a dark rum float. If you have any lying around or are intent 
on making this the Trader Vic way, the added rum will not disappoint.

½ oz Orgeat
Orgeat is the ingredient that may prove elusive to even the cocktail enthusiast. Unfortunately, 
there is no true substitute. Orgeat is a rose water infused almond syrup, and although home 
recipes can be found, they never approach the original’s taste. You are, of course, welcome 
to try the home recipe, or use Starbuck’s version, but any self respecting bar has a bottle of 
Orgeat, and so should you.

¼ oz rich syrup
Rich syrup is just 2 parts sugar to 1 part water. If you are too lazy to make it, just use the Orgeat 
in its place.

¾ oz lime juice
Freshly squeezed lime juice is necessary; do not think bought juice will taste the same!    

Pineapple/Cherries/Mint Sprig
Garnish options include pineapple, cherries, or a mint sprig. Be creative; at this point, you 
cannot ruin the drink.                                                                                                   

Notice, there is no pineapple juice, mango juice, or anything in the drink that would generate a 
red hue (grenadine). It is also certainly not a slushy blended drink (ala daiquiri), nor one that 
is ostentatiously lit on fire. If you order a Mai Tai and are presented with a concoction other 
than the one in these pages, kindly ask for your money back.

FEATURES  
THE COCKTAIL 

CORNER

IngredIents:

Procedure:
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    BY: JOSEPH BEINHORN AND JOSHUA BERGSTEIN

I have been informed by many a tearful fan that 1, Breaking Bad is 
over and 2, this means I should start watching the show immediately. I 
don’t like watch a show for the sake of the ending. However, endings are 
important. Closure is important. It’s the last page of a book that convinces 
one to pick up the sequel. However, how do you capture an audience with 
the idea of “The End”? How do you leave an audience with a satisfied 
feeling? It takes a certain something to acquire this skill. These few shows 
have reached the pinnacle of the sacred art of the finale.

M*A*S*H (1972-1983) – “Goodbye, Farewell and Amen” is 
immortalized as a great ending to a wonderful eleven years of television. 
The episode aired as a two hour program, and showed the staff of the 
4077 Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (MASH) face irrevocable changes 
in the final days of the Korean War. The magnificent cast including, Alan 
Alda, Loretta Swit, Harry Morgan, and Jamie Farr, have dealt with the 
ramifications of wartime conflict, but that is only half the struggle. The 
next step is dealing with what they have seen and done, and how it affects 
the rest of their lives. The last minute of the show has all the sorrow and 
bittersweet emotion crashing down as one of the finest pieces of television 
comes to an end. Watch it, and try not to use too many tissues.

Friends (1994-2004) – If there was one show that could capture the 
spirit of the new millennium, it would be Friends. It features an all star 
cast of young.... well, friends, living in Manhattan. The final two-part 
episode, “The Last One” Parts 1 and 2, is a masterpiece that captured the 
spot of the fourth most watched finale in America. Joey gets a surprising 
housewarming gift for the Bings (best family name ever!!!) as the Ross 
and Rachel saga takes its final turn in to its end. Chandler gets the honor 
of having the last word in both the pilot and the finale as the friends’ lives 
change forever.

Angel (1999) – “Not Fade Away” stands among the all-time greatest 
finales because it so perfectly epitomizes what Angel is all about: keep 
on fighting, no matter what the cost. The slow buildup for the characters’ 
all-time greatest battle features shocking twists, a heartbreaking death, 
and some excellent action scenes -- but it never for a moment forgets 
this message. The final scene, though it may initially seem to be a cheap 
cliffhanger, is in fact a perfectly fitting ending to a show in which the 
strength of the fighters is more important than the victory.

Friday Night Lights (2006-2011) – During its five seasons, Friday Night 
Lights was one of the most acclaimed, and scarcely watched, shows on 
Television. The show centered on a high school football coach and his 
family, and the football-obsessed town they lived in. The near-perfect 
finale of the show, “Always,” served as an ideal coda for the excellent, but flawed show. 
The episode ties up a few loose ends and focuses on important decisions the Taylor 
family makes about its future. Some of the show’s characters have resolute endings, as 
they make life-altering decisions, while others’ futures are left ambiguous. Ultimately, 
the finale stayed “true” to the show, as the paths taken by these characters are both 

satisfying and a natural progression of their respective stories. In the closing moments 
of the show, two main characters toast to “Texas Forever.” Of course, not all the 
characters will remain in Texas, forever. But as often is the case in real life, these people 
will always long for a time in their lives that seemed so imperfect. They will always 
be drawn back to this wonderfully messed up, and magnetic, town. For them, it will 
forever be “Texas Forever.”

Photo credit: storiedsips.com

Trader Vic’s Mai Tai
BY: MOSHE BRODT

Tiki drinks are back in a big way, and 
none are better or more famous than the 
Mai Tai. Invented by Victor Bergeron in 
his Oakland restaurant in 1944, the Mai Tai 
was the drink that spurned the tiki craze. 
In Tahitian, “Maita’I roa ae” means, “simply 
the best”. It was this response by a Trader 
Vic’s customer that gave the drink its name, 
and if made properly you will undoubtedly 
have the same reaction. It may be October, 
but with a Mai Tai in hand, even the most 
depressing autumn afternoon can feel like a 
wonderful day in the Tropics. So kick back 
like you’re the Caribbean and drink up me 
hearties yo ho!

continued from page 6 [Born in: October]
listing Jobs as the 42nd wealthiest 
man in America. Jobs is listed as 
the inventor of 346 United States-
based patents covering a wide 
range of technologies.  Even on his 
deathbed, he was seen sketching 
new ideas for products.  

Jobs was the recipient of many 
awards and commendations.  
In 1985, he was presented the 
National Medal of Technology by 
President Ronald Reagan and was 
a recipient of the Jefferson Award 
for Public Service.  Fortune 
magazine listed him as the most 
powerful person in business as 
well as CEO of the Decade for the 
years 2000-2010.  In 2007, Jobs 
was inducted into the California 
Hall of Fame and in 2010, Forbes 
ranked him number 17 of the 
World’s Most Powerful People.  

In March 2012, Fortune named 
him the “greatest entrepreneur of 
our time” and described him as 
“brilliant, visionary, inspiring and 
the quintessential entrepreneur of 
our generation.”

Steven Paul Jobs, a 
technological genius is best 
described by his obituary posted 
on the Apple web site. “Apple 
has lost a visionary and creative 
genius, and the world has lost 
an amazing human being. Those 
of us who have been fortunate 
enough to know and work with 
Steve have lost a dear friend and 
an inspiring mentor. Steve leaves 
behind a company that only he 
could have built, and his spirit 
will forever be the foundation of 
Apple.” 

TV’S GREATEST FINALES 



Corrections: BC Memes from September 2013 issue credited to: Thomas Dimery, Anthony Mustacchio, Jack Rishty, D-Swag Sportsnut Brooklyn-Boi, and Esther Anteby.
Full link to Shadiq Williams’ Freshman Guide on page 1 of the September issue was cut off and should read: www.tinyurl.com/FreshmanCollegeGuide.

GRAVITY
BY: SIMON STERN

This stunning film by Alfonso Cuarón tells of an amazing story of hope, survival, and 
sacrifice. The cinematography and visual effects in this movie make you feel like you 
are right there outside the Explorer shuttle with NASA engineer Ryan Stone (Sandra 
Bullock) and her guide Matt Kowalsky (George Clooney). On her virgin voyage into 
space, Ryan Stone gets more than she bargained for when an outdated Russian satellite 
is destroyed, sending a debris storm right into the Explorer’s orbit. The chaos and 
intensity of the storm is only paralleled by the unnerving silence that takes place after 
the shuttle is destroyed, sending a panicking Ryan and reassuring Kowalsky into the 
vast depths of space. Ryan is running out of oxygen fast and Matt tries to calm her 
down using his controlled and charming nature. 

After the two lose contact with Houston (voice by Ed Harris), Matt asks Ryan 
about her past. Ryan tells him that she had a daughter who was killed by a tragic 
accident in school. Although it is easy to empathize with Ryan and her predicament, 
one can wonder, was this last bit of information really necessary? Perhaps Cuarón 
underestimated the power of the visual effects and 3-dimensions (and yes, it is 
absolutely necessary to see it in 3-D Imax) and thought that he had to add more 
tragedy for us to fully appreciate the gravity of Ryan’s situation (no pun intended). 
The result ends up feeling like a cliché plot that has been embellished and cheapened 

in order to make us feel sorry for the main character. The viewer already empathized 
greatly with Ryan, even before knowing that Ryan’s only child was killed. Yet, despite 
this, it does add an extra dimension to the story. Instead of Ryan trying to survive out 
of self-preservation, she is constantly battling her desire to give up when the going gets 
tough and all hope seems lost.

What is perhaps the biggest theme surrounding the film, is how miniscule man is 
when compared to the infinite universe. When the Explorer is destroyed, the original 
score, titled “Gravity,” playing in the background is loud, fast-paced, and heart-
throbbing. Then…

Silence. Complete and utter silence. The soundtrack comes to an abrupt halt and 
Ryan is floating aimlessly through space. It is then, when the viewer is so immersed 
in the movie, that he or she wonders, “What is it like floating through space, knowing 
that there is no escape? What if that was me? Would I panic and take the easy way 
out, or would I continue on for as long as possible in a state of a hopeless frenzy?” It is 
because we can imagine Ryan’s situation as if it were our own – partly because of the 
films superb visual effects and partly because of the amazingly directed story – that 
makes this film so special.

In summation: Gravity is an amazing movie, perhaps the best 3-D movie since 
Avatar. Like Avatar, Gravity is an amazing 3-D experience, but would have still been a 
great movie even without the extra dimension. So go ahead, grab some popcorn, and 
see this movie, on the biggest screen possible, with the loudest audio possible, and 
enjoy! 

Celebrating 
Ada 

Lovelace 

   BY: RENEE BLUMENFRUCHT
“I’m not sure I heard you correctly—

can you please repeat that?”
This is generally the response I 

get from people when telling them 
my major. They’re sure that they’ve 
misheard me. Can it be? The blonde 
girl is majoring in mathematics? 
Initially I was surprised by this 
reaction. I thought that by 2013 it 
wouldn’t be so novel and foreign for 
women to have occupations other 
than homemakers; that women would 
finally break their way into the STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, 
and math) fields. But, according to 
a study done by the Department of 
Commerce’s Women in STEM in 
August 2011, women represent a mere 
24 percent of the STEM workforce.

Tuesday, October 15, 2013, was 
Ada Lovelace Day. Many of you might 
not even know who Ada Lovelace is. 
Ada Lovelace studied mathematics 
at the University of London, where 
she worked with the inventor Charles 
Babbage on his “Analytical Engine,” 
which was an early model of a 
computer. She wrote an algorithm for 
the engine in 1842, and for this she is 
credited with being the first computer 
programmer. The goal of Ada Lovelace 
Day, the brainchild of Suw Charman-
Anderson in 2009, is to create new role 
models for girls and women in these 
male-dominated fields by raising the 
profile of other women in STEM.  
Charman-Anderson noticed that the 
length and detail of the Wikipedia 
entry on Sauron, the main antagonist 
of  Lord of the Rings, far exceeded that 
Ada Louise Huxtable, the first ever 
Pulitzer prize for Criticism awardee. 
To remedy this she created a Wiki 
“Edit-a-thon” in which women are 
encouraged to expand and update 
the Wikipedia pages of female STEM 
notables and pioneers.  

Project Mercury, which was 
launched in the 1960s, was the first 
human spaceflight program of the 
United States led by its newly created 
space agency, NASA. On President 
Eisenhower’s insistence, women were 
excluded from the program, because 
women were barred from Air Force 
training school, and therefore, could 
not become test pilots for military 
jets. In the 1960s, a group of women 
agreed to undergo the same grueling 

training that their male counterparts 
had to in order to be part of Project 
Mercury. This training was privately 
run by William Randolph Lovelace 
II and funded by Jacqueline Cochran. 
Thirteen of the women passed the 
first phase of testing, three passed 
the next phase and one woman, 
Geraldyn “Jerrie” Cobb, passed 
Phase III. However, although she 
had successfully completed all three 
stages of physical and psychological 
evaluation, NASA had not requested 
for these tests to be done, so Jerrie’s 
completed evaluation was not 
considered official, and she was 
unable to rally support in Congress 
for adding women to the astronaut 
program solely based on their gender.  

When someone mentions the DNA 
double helix, the first thing that pops 
into your head is Watson and Crick—
correct? This famous model of DNA 
is credited to the two scientists James 
Watson and Francis Crick. In 1962, 
along with Maurice Wilkins, Watson 
and Crick received the Noble Prize 
in Physiology or Medicine for this 
breakthrough model. The name that 
is not associated with the double 
helix model is Rosalind Franklin. In 
1951, Franklin worked as a research 
associate to John Randall in his 
laboratory in London, England. It 
was there that she first worked with 
Maurice Wilkins. They led separate 
research groups studying DNA. 
Between 1951 and 1953, Franklin 
came very close to solving the DNA 
structure, but she was beaten to 
publication by Watson and Crick. She 
believed that Watson and Crick had 
discovered the structure right before 
her. What she did not know was that 
at one point, Wilkins showed Watson 
one of Franklin’s portraits of DNA. 
Once he saw the picture, the solution 
became clear to Watson and his results 
were published almost immediately. 
At this point, Franklin stopped 
working on the structure because 
Watson and Crick had already made 
the discovery. It is debatable how 
much of the credit is due to Franklin, 
but what is undoubtedly true is that 
Rosalind Franklin did have a very 
meaningful role in the discovery of 
the structure of DNA.  

It is women like this, who have 
achieved great things but have often 
been denied both opportunity and 
recognition, who are celebrated on 
Ada Lovelace Day. Science historian 
Naomi Oreskes said, “The question 
is not why there haven’t been more 
women in science; the question is 
rather why we have not heard more 
about them.” Don’t be afraid to pursue 
your dreams and make your impact 
on the world.

9 FEATURES  
TIMES SCARE

BY: MICHELLE SHAYOWITZ AND ROBIN COHEN
Whether you’re looking for a night of frightening fun or just for a place to eat in NYC, 

Times Scare is the venue for you. Located at West 42nd street and 8th Avenue, Times Scare is 
the only year-round haunted attraction in NYC. It includes The Haunt, a haunted house that is 
guaranteed to send goosebumps down your spine, and the Crypt Café, a full service restaurant 
and cocktail lounge. 

Times Scare replaced the Laugh Factory in October of 2011 and was a tribute to the 
1978 film, “Halloween.” It was created by the entrepreneur Jason Egan, who was also the 
mastermind behind the Fright Dome, another haunted attraction in Las Vegas. The building 
itself is considered to be haunted due to a murder that took place there a few decades ago, as 
well as a crematorium that operated in its basement during the Roaring 20’s. 

 Groups of five or six are taken for a tour at a time, and it takes about twenty minutes to go 
through the entire haunted house. No appointment is necessary, and you can walk through 
the haunted house at any time during its hours of operation. As you enter this three-story 
building, the iron doors, skeletons, and coffins immediately set up a disturbing and bone-
chilling environment. The rooms contain highly developed equipment and a cast of live actors 
wearing gruesome costumes, with the goal of terrifying you at every corner.  You’ll experience 
them whispering into your ears, screaming, or even chasing you with a chain saw! About ten 
minutes into the tour, one member of our group ran out of the nearest emergency exit with 
her boyfriend, while others clung to their friends as they shrieked from fear. Everyone enjoyed 
it immensely, and it was definitely an unforgettable experience. The actors and decor in each 
of the rooms tell a story that changes from time to time, so even if you’ve already visited the 
haunted house once before, it may be a completely new experience the second time around. 

In addition to the haunted house, Times Scare also contains a theater with performances 
by different shock illusionists. If you’re just going to eat with friends or family though, head 
straight to the Crypt Café which bosts a variety of foods to choose from. The menu consists 
of different types of sandwiches, entrées, and salads, and can be viewed on the Times Scare 
website. There is also a themed bar and cocktail lounge with specialty cocktails and a Happy 
Hour that is open until 8 pm. This could definitely come in handy if you need a drink to calm 
yourself down after visiting the haunted house!

If you’re looking to get a good scare in the heart of NYC, tickets for Times Scare are normally 
$27 for adults and $22 for children, but there is currently a Groupon that could save you over 
50%.  So hurry! Don’t miss your chance for an exciting and inexpensive trip!

continued from front cover [Last Minute 
Halloween Costume Guide]

What Does the Fox Say? People were 
confused, amused, and entertained in early 
September with the release of the song ,“What 
Does the Fox Say?” by Norwegian duo Ylvis. 
The crazy lyrics and randomness has made 
this a popular hit, and the costumes worn 
in the video have inspired many Halloween 
costumes. They are available online, look 
really cute, and will probably keep you warm 
on the chilly Halloween night.

Government Shutdown: Pull out that old 
Statue of Liberty costume and attach a “Sorry, 
we’re closed” sign to it. (That isn’t technically 
true, as the Statue of Liberty recently 
reopened, but people will get the point.)

Punny: These costumes are for those people 
who think turning an idiom or expression 
into a costume is a good idea. Warning: if you 
commit to one of these costumes, be prepared 
to explain what you are. The. Entire. Night. 
Here are some wacky ideas others have tried:

“French Kiss”: Two guys, wearing striped T 
shirts, barrettes, holding baguettes. With their 
faces painted like the band KISS. Hilarious.

Ginger Bread Man: No, we didn’t spell that 
wrong. An actual redhead wore his regular 
clothes, and tied bags of bread to strings, 
which he then hung from his clothes. Well 
played, sir, erm, Ginger Bread Man.

M&Ms: No actually, someone dressed up 

as a “bag of Eminems,” with a garbage bag 
over his head with pictures of Eminem taped 
all over. So stupid, it’s actually funny. (This 
one may not be safe.)

Okay, so you promised not to wait till the 
last minute, but you still did. We’ll give you a 
pass because of midterms if you promise never 
to do it again. Agreed? Here are some easy last-
minute costume ideas:

Rosie the Riveter: As long as you own a 
red bandana and a denim shirt, you can be 
this iconic American character. Just roll the 
bandana up and tie it in the front of your 
head. Push up the sleeves of your shirt, and 
don’t forget to flex those muscles!

Greek: There is a secret art of toga tying that 
I’ve heard is taught to members of sororities. 
If you are learned in the ways of the toga, you 
should have no problem turning a bedsheet 
into one. For us mere mortals, YouTube is 
there to help. Add a wreath for authenticity, 
and you’re good to go.

Super Duper Lazy: If you seriously don’t 
have ANYTHING to make into a costume, 
just go as you are, and hold or wear a sign 
saying, “Nudist on strike.” It’s stupid and 
shows no effort, but it will make people laugh. 
So that’s nice.

We hope this has helped you decide on a 
costume, if you haven’t already. Have a happy 
Halloween, and (more importantly) an easy 
midterms week with minimal stress!



SPORTS  
AMERICA’S FAVORITE 

PASTIME
Is baseball, America’s favorite pastime, still 

alive? On a hot summer day, when our hometown 
Yankees are hosting the Houston Astros (the 
worst team in the league), would you get off your 
couch to root for the Yankees? I know I wouldn’t. 
Attendance at baseball games has slowly been 
declining over the last three years, and even the 
mighty Yankees in a city of 13 million have been 
victim to this systemic downturn. Few leisure 
activities have shaped America’s history and 
culture as much as baseball. Baseball allowed 
us to forget about wars and conflicts overseas. 
Baseball has given us heroes that will live on 
forever, speeches that will be quoted for all time, 
and jokes that even after the fiftieth repetition 
put a smile on our face. Lou Gehrig and Yogi 
Berra may not still be swinging a bat but theirs’ 
and others’ contributions have certainly made 
America a better place. So why has baseball 
fallen on such hard times? Why, when problems 
and struggles in this country are commonplace, 
do we no longer flood to the games to forget our 
worries for a couple of hours? Why is baseball 
dying before our eyes?

 I recently attended a Cleveland Indians game, 
and, although “The Tribe” commands a good 
deal of respect around the league, the Cleveland 
residents did not seem to notice, leaving the 
stadium conspicuously empty. There were so 
few people at the game that I began to wonder 
why they even have home games in Cleveland. 
Let them just play away games! Worse still, are 
the Tampa Bay Rays who, on average, could not 
fill 19,000 of their nearly 41,000 seat stadium. 
With attendance dwindling across the league 
over the last few years we would predict that 
baseball revenue would also be declining. The 
shocking thing is that baseball revenue is on the 
rise. The cause of this inverse relationship comes 
from cable television channels that pay baseball 
teams millions of dollars for broadcasting rights. 
Forbes reported that “over the last ten years 
aggregate cable television revenue for baseball’s 

30 teams has gone from 328 million to 923 
million.” With such a rise in profits, team owners 
feel no incentive to increase their attendance, 
which may spell doom for baseball fandom.

 Many reasons are given to try to explain 
this shocking phenomenon. Some say it is the 
exorbitantly high ticket prices. Technological 
advances, such as HDTV, encourage fans to 
view games from the comfort of their couch 
where the beer is cheaper. The real problem, 
however, is the 162 game season. Throughout 
the regular season, every team plays 81 home 
games and 81 away games. Even for the most 
fanatic of sports enthusiasts, it is just too taxing 
to be there rooting for your team 81 times. The 
NFL’s model is to be admired; with only sixteen 
games in a season and only eight games at home, 
attendance at football events is incredible. 
An empty section at a football game is non-
existent. At baseball games, this is the norm. I 
am definitely not recommending a dramatically 
shorter sixteen game baseball season, however, 
I do think that if they would reduce the amount 
of games to the 80-90 range, there would be a 
visible improvement in game attendance.

Baseball is America’s favorite pastime, and it 
always will be. As long as we have players like 
Miguel Cabrera and Mike Trout in the game, 
baseball will be watched. What other sport 
finishes only when each team has retired 27 
opponents? What sport has neither shot clock, 
play clock, nor game clock, and is very literally 
only over when it’s over? What other sport can 
you go get a hot dog and a beer and only miss 
three pitches? There is no other activity that is so 
singularly and recognizably American, therefore 
we must do all we can to preserve what may be 
one of our greatest contributions to civilization. 
The league must take action to stem the tide 
of this constant decline in their fans turnout. 
We can debate what means are necessary to 
improve baseball attendance, but one thing that 
is indisputable is that something must be done. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
continued from inside front cover

Friday, November 8
Last day to apply for withdrawal (i.e., W grade) 
from courses
Last day to petition Committee on Course and 
Standing for additional credits 

Saturday, November 9
Graduate students: Comprehensive exams; 
LAST Exams

Wednesday, November 13 –Thursday, 
November 14
Comprehensive Examinations for Department 
of Psychology 

Wednesday, November 27
Conversion Day: Classes follow a Friday 
schedule 

Thursday, November 28 – Sunday, 
December 1
Thanksgiving recess—College Closed

10
MATILDA REVIEW

This past weekend Antwerp, 
Belgium hosted the 2013 
Artistic Gymnastics World 
Championships, and the United 
States did the best it has ever 
done. Of the 10 medals available 
to the women, the US ladies won 
8: All Around gold and silver, floor 
exercise gold, balance beam silver 
and bronze, uneven bars silver, and 
vault gold and silver. The US men’s 
gymnastics team did not do too 
badly either. They won 4 medals 
on 4 of the 6 apparatuses: silver on 
floor and vault and bronze on still 
rings and parallel bars.

As per tradition, the 
championships did not include a 
team event, as it was the year after 
the Olympics. For this reason, 
the women’s teams consisted of 4 
members, while the men’s teams 
had 6 athletes. The “two per 
country” rule for the All Around 
finals and event finals that exists 
at the Olympics holds for Worlds 
too, meaning that even if one 
country has three athletes in the 
top 24 for All Around or top 8 for 
events, the third one cannot make 
it to the finals. This rule exists to 
prevent one country “sweeping” 
the podium, as Romania did in 

the 2000 Sydney Olympics, and 
countless other times. On the 
women’s side, the US had two 
women qualify for each event 
available, something that has not 
occurred in many years. 

The schedule of events for men 
and women goes as follows: first 
qualification rounds are done, in 
which each athlete performs all of 
the events they are scheduled to 
do, and the scores are recorded. 
The top 8 gymnasts on each event, 
like balance beam or floor, make 
it to the event finals, while the 
top 24 move on to the All Around 
final. The All Around gold medal 
champion was Simone Biles, a 
new senior gymnast who burst on 
the scene right after the Olympics. 
Simone qualified for every single 
event final, plus the All Around, a 
feat that has not been accomplished 
since Shannon Miller in the 1990s. 
She also captured medals on floor, 
beam and vault. 

The silver All Around medal 
went to another American, Kyla 
Ross, who was on the Olympic 
team that won gold last summer. 
She performed spectacularly at 
her first World Championships, 
taking silver in the beam and 

More Gold for USA

uneven bar finals, in addition to the All Around, 
but unfortunately won no gold medals. She did, 
however, win an “elegance” award, along with 
Kohei Uchimura of Japan, who won the men’s All 
Around for the 4th consecutive World’s. He was 
also the Olympic champion last year, and is know 
as “King Kohei” among fans for being practically 
unstoppable. 

American McKayla Maroney, famous for her 
perfect vault during the London 2012 Olympics 
and her “not impressed” face, defended her 
World title on vault. 

The most exciting routine of the entire 
competition, hands down, was the high bar 
routine performed by Epke Zonderland of the 
Netherlands, who took the gold as easily as 
he did at the Olympics. Look this one up on 
YouTube. It’s seriously jaw-dropping. Other 
highlight events included Kenzo Shira of Japan’s 
floor routine, which included a quadruple twist, 
Yang Hak Seon of South Korea’s vaulting skills, 
and Canadian Victoria Moors’ double twisting 

double layout on floor. Aliya Mustafina of Russia, 
who was the most decorated gymnast of London 
2012, won a gold medal on balance beam, in 
addition to a bronze All Around medal and a 
bronze on uneven bars. There was much drama 
with falls and triumphs, like any gymnastics 
competition. 

Carlotta Ferlito, a snot-faced sore loser from 
Italy, stirred up controversy when she was 
recorded saying hateful and racist comments 
after falling short of a medal on balance beam. 
She criticized the routines of everyone who 
medaled, including American and Russian 
gymnasts, and said maybe she would “paint her 
face black” in order to win next time, referring to 
Simone Biles, who is black. The gymnastics world 
reacted furiously, and a few days later, Ferlito and 
the Italian Gymnastics Federation came out with 
a half-hearted apology that nobody believed for 
a second. 

All in all, it was a great World Championships 
for all, but especially for the USA.

INTERESTING 
ANNIVERSARIES 

BY: MOSHE BRODT

This year marks the 947th anniversary of the Battle 
of Hastings. On October 14, in the year 1066, Duke 
William of Normandy landed in southern England 
intent on conquering the British Isles and wresting 
it from the rule of King Harold Godwinson, the 
Saxon. Harold had just defeated a large host of Viking 
marauders three weeks prior in Northern England, 
and it had taken all of his 8,000 strong army’s strength 
to quickly march south to face William’s invading 
force of nearly 12,000. Yet the English housecarls 
(formidable fighting men numbering 3,500) 
commanded the high ground and repelled attack after 
attack from William’s men. For the first several hours 
it appeared as if the outnumbered, march-weary, and 
battle worn English would hold fast and fend off the 
invasion. Hubris, however, was Harold’s undoing. 
Saxons should take some comfort in that it was not 
Harold’s hubris, rather his army’s. Required to hold 
the line, preventing any Normans from outflanking 
him, Harold was dismayed when his fyrds (untrained 
militia) would chase the retreating Norman infantry 
down the hill after every failed charge. William, 
unlike Harold, had an imposing cavalry which easily 
cut down the unprotected fyrds. Harold rode along 
his line, endlessly pleading with his soldiers not 
to take William’s bait, but to no avail. With every 
unsuccessful Norman advance, the ensuing retreat 
and pursuit would leave Harold with a thinner line 
and a weaker grasp on his kingdom. By late afternoon, 
Harold’s shieldwall (line of housecarls) could not be 
maintained, and William’s general onslaught defeated 
the English, changing the course of history forever. The 
Duke of Normandy became William the Conqueror, 
King of England. The Saxon English were overrun by 
the Norman French who eternally altered the nature 
of the English people. Moreover, this victory spurred 
the Hundred Year’s War nearly three centuries later, 
when the English King Edward III, heir of William, 
laid claim to the French throne occupied by Phillip VI. 
The Battle of Hastings also marked the last successful 
invasion of the British Isles. Thus, Harold Godwinson 
bears the ignominy of being the last leader to “lose” 
England. And despite the little appreciation we get 
from our would-be-speaking-German British cousins 
(thanks to the United States involvement in a certain 
world war) King Harold is assured to reside in infamy 
for the foreseeable future.

FEATURES  

continued from page 2 [The Filibuster Lie]
voted to extend the debt ceiling to above 16.7 trillion dollars until January 15th 

and to reopen the government. This was done in order to prevent the government 
from defaulting on their loans. The Democrats are eating this opportunity alive, by 
emphasizing how “terrible” the Republican Party is. President Obama is pointing his 
finger at the Republican Party with accusations such as, “But probably nothing has 
done more damage to America’s credibility to the world ... It’s encouraged our enemies. 
It’s emboldened our competitors. And it’s depressed our friends who look to us for 
steady leadership.” 

I beg to differ with this statement. I think our enemies currently view America as 
a weak and pathetic country and theorize that implementing national health care will 

make our country even weaker. However, the Democratic Party obviously disagrees 
with my ideas. As the Democrats become more unified through this whole government 
shutdown, the Republican Party has become more divided. 

I think that the Republicans went about this Obamacare situation in a terrible 
way. However, was there really any other way to get the point across to America that 
Obamacare is a serious hazard to our economy? I have yet to think of alternatives, but I 
do know the shutdown has ruined the reputation of the Republicans with the majority 
of America. What they need to do now, is isolate themselves from radicals like Ted 
Cruz and begin rebuilding their name. It’s time to do some research on the Reagan Era 
and mimic the most successful Republican era that the 20th Century has ever seen. 

 
 BY: PEARL RUBIN

Matilda the Musical is an 
import from London’s West 
End. The show generally follows 
the book, but not as closely as 
one would like. The ending of 
the show and book are the same, 
but there are some variations 
in specific plot points. Overall, 
the show has been a smashing 
success in London, but like any 
import there is risk involved in 
a transfer to Broadway.

While the Broadway show is 
practically identical to its anglo 
counterpart, some features, 
like the English practice of 
having four children rotate in 
playing the part of Matilda, do 
remain substantially different. 
The Broadway play has a 
single actress as Matilda. This 
singular approach was also 
seen in the Broadway show 
Billy Elliot, another import 
from England.  In contrast, 
Annie, an American Broadway 
show and one of Matilda’s 
major competitors, has only 
one child actress in the main 
role of Annie.  Employing four 
different actresses increases 
the expense of the show, but 
it also allows a fallback net for 
the producers, and an added 
incentive for the consumers to 
view the show more than once.

Personally, I’ve wanted to see 
the show since I heard it was 
coming to Broadway.  Matilda 
was one of my favorite movies 
and books growing up. Roald 
Dahl, the author, wrote many 
dark children’s books that 
became classics for generations 
to enjoy. 

The first thing that I 
noticed about the show was 
the astonishing set.  In many 
shows the set and costumes 
are the most impressive; they 
are also the costliest to create 
and maintain. The stage itself 
is made from square pieces that 

resemble the playing tiles 
of a Scrabble board. This 
was done to emphasize 
Matilda’s love of reading, 
words, and knowledge. 

Starring in the 
performance I saw was 
Bailey Ryon.  Bailey 
delivered, hitting every 
note just right.  The other 
two actors that really stood 
out were Lesli Margherita, 
who played Mrs. 
Wormwood, and Bertie 
Carvel, who played Miss 
Trunchbull.  My seat in 
the front orchestra section 
allowed me to see every 
minute detail, including the 
actor’s facial expressions.  I was 
so close to the stage that I could 
have touched it if I wanted to.  
The great seats added to the 
great experience that I had.

As a whole, the songs were 
outstanding. (Famed composer 
Tim Minchin wrote the songs 
for the London production and 
later adapted them to Broadway 
with only minor changes.) They 
really captured the essence of 
the characters’ emotions and 
depicted famous interactions 
from the book.

The song that seemed to be 
the anthem of the show was 
“When I Grow Up.” It was 
sung twice and captured the 
Miss Honey’s and the children’s 
feelings that when you grow 
up anything is possible.  This 
sentiment is felt by children all 
across the globe at some point.  
It is the feeling that grownups 
can accomplish anything and 
are not scared of anything. 
Other songs like “Bruce,” 
“Revolting Children,” and “The 
Smell of Rebellion,” had the 
audience clapping along. 

When Matilda first landed 
on Broadway, it took the theater 
world by storm.  The show was 
sold out weeks in advance.  

Like most other “hot” shows, 
Matilda only offered lottery 
tickets and only the extremely 
lucky were able to score a pair 
given that on any day there 
were twenty tickets available 
and over 150 people vying for 
them.

Recently, however, the 
Matilda has suffered a decline in 
sales. It has even been featured 
on the TKTS board, which 
is proof of waning interest.  
Matilda has been joined though 
on TKTS in recent weeks by 
other Tony winning shows 
including Pippin and Kinky 
Boots, so it may simply be a 
sign of the slow tourist season 
in New York. Matilda has 
otherwise been a resounding 
success, so much so that Annie 
has been forced to announce 
a closing date.  Apparently, 
Broadway is not big enough for 
two young heroines.

As a whole, Matilda is a great 
show, and I would definitely 
recommend it.  I am excited, 
and eagerly anticipating the 
eventual arrival of Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory, and any 
other musicals that the creative 
team behind Matilda might 
produce. 
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