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“It’s snowing? Again???”
By: Renee Blumenfrucht

I felt this phrase perpetually coming out of my mouth the entire 
February. Waking up every morning to snow covered roads, I almost 
felt as though it wasn’t worth my while to get all bundled up and 
trek to classes. Occasionally professors canceled classes because 
of the difficult traveling conditions, but CUNY remained open for 
majority of the days. The snow finally melted when we were hit with 
yet another storm. And another storm. It seemed as if the snow was 
endless. This February has been the second snowiest February New 
York City has ever seen, second to February of 2014. We’ve been 
hit by over 14 snowstorms so far. Morning commuting became a 
nightmare, leaving many people crawling through traffic. Even after 
most of the snow has melted our roads are not completely in the clear. 
The constant salt dispersals eroded the roads leaving tremendous pot 
holes on major roadways, such as the Westside Highway and the Belt 
Parkway, which now need to be repaired. Tow service drivers, such as 
AAA New York, are working overtime, having answered over 80,000 
calls from stranded drivers in January alone, some 25 percent more 
than the same month last year. Surprisingly, Mayor De Blasio and     

         continued on page three
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  By: Shaina Brander 

Probably no one is happier 
that the 2014 Olympics ended 
than Russian Prime Minister, 
Vladimir Putin. From deadly 
terror threats to accusations of 
conspiracy and corruption with 
the Olympic committee, the 
Sochi Winter Olympic games 
have proved to be nothing but 
a tremendous stress for Putin. 
Even his personal life has been 
affected, as he had just recently 
gone through a divorce. When 
all the Olympians and their 
spectators finally leave to go 
back to their home countries, 
Mr. Putin will need to take a nice 
little recuperation retreat. But 
the question of will he be able 
to has foreign correspondents 

speculating.
Despite the fact that it is the 

twenty-first century and we 
have enough bloody examples in 
history to teach us that problems 
should be solved with diplomacy 
instead of violence, the chaotic 
events of recent years have 
shown us that we have learned 
nothing from the devastating 
results of brutality. 

It’s a very simple situation, 
actually, that has turned into 
nightmare and bloodshed. 
For over 70 years the country 
of Ukraine has been tightly 
controlled by its neighbor, 
Russia, under the Soviet Union. 
After the Iron Curtain fell, 
Ukraine maintained close ties 
with Russia despite efforts to 
modernize and integrate better 
with the economy and culture 
of the west.  Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych, elected in 
2010, has recently been accused 
of corruption and aligning with 
Russia, and currently is under 
arrest by the Ukrainian police for 
various charges issued against 
him.                    continued on page two 

Figure 
Skating 
Scandals: 
Sochi 2014
By: Tzivia Kleinbart 

Figure skating has a long 
history of scandals. As with 
any sport that is judged, 
the subjective scoring in 
skating has been contested 
and Olympic medalists 
questioned for as long as 
the Winter Olympics have 
existed. This year was no 
exception. The Sochi 2014 
Olympic Games were set 
up to be an exciting one 
for skating, though not 
necessarily on the American 
front. Figure skating has four 
disciplines: men’s skating, 
women’s, pairs skating and 
ice dance (which is like pairs, 
but without the jumps, and 
sexier). Each competitor 
performs a short program 
and a free skate (called the 
free dance for ice dance), and 
the scores are added together 
to determine the medal 
podium. Sochi introduced 
a new figure skating for 
the first time: team figure 
skating, which consisted of 
one individual or pair from 
each discipline, competing 
as a team for their countries. 

The United States has had 
some impressive athletes in 
the mix before, but in the 
past few years, the majority 
of medal contenders have 
hailed from other locales. 
Scandal, or at least minor 
upset, has followed the 
lovely sport through nearly 
all events this year. 

The first scandals 
happened before the Games 
had even begun. 

Russia had only gained 
one spot for the men’s 
skating, which would 
naturally have gone to its 
national champion, 18 year 
old Maxim Kovtun, but for 

some reason, the Russian 
Federation chose Evgeni 
Plushenko, the three time 
Olympic medalist, and 
ten time Russian national 
champion, despite his 
multiple injuries and “old 
age” of 31. The federation 
claimed he had performed 
privately for them and was 
selected based on those 
performances. Some felt it 
was unfair to the national 
champion to give away 
the sole men’s spot, but 
Plushenko is incredibly 
popular among Russians 
for his long skating career, 
history of medals, difficult 
jumping skills, and unique 
artistry, so nobody put up 
too much of a fight. 

The next pre-Games 
controversy surrounded 
American ladies Ashley 
Wagner and Mirai Nigasu. 
Ashley had been the 
media’s “golden girl” for 
years leading up to Sochi, 

so it was a surprise when 
she didn’t even make the 
podium at the US Nationals 
in January, placing fourth. 
Mirai, who had been to the 
2010 Olympics and finished 
in a disappointing fourth 
place there, skated well at 
the championships, earning 
the bronze medal, though 
her skating season had been 
unimpressive overall. When 
US Figure Skating chose 
Gracie Gold, the current 
champion, Polina Edmunds, 
the silver medalist, and 
Wagner instead of Nagasu, 
they claiming they looked at 
the skater’s “body of work,” 
and not just their placement 
at Nationals. This upset 
many, who claimed that 
Nationals had always been 
used to pick the Olympic 
team before, and if a “body 
of work” was needed, then 
perhaps Edmunds, who was 
a new senior skater with no
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continued from front cover  
Last November disappointed citizens 

gathered in Independence Square in 
Kiev, the country’s capital to protest 
their government’s policies. They have 
recently escalated to the most deadly 
violence Ukraine has seen since its 
Soviet days. There are inconsistencies 
with the death toll reports, but the 
number is high and it is climbing. 
Images from Ukraine are grim, looking 
more like some third-world rebellion 
than protests taking place in a country 
that’s really part of “civilized” Europe. 

But all hope is not lost: there was 
late news of the two sides reaching 
a compromise agreement to end the 
violence. The opposition had to step 
down and in exchange the government 

would reform their constitution. The 
biggest change would be a new limit 
to the president’s power, mimicking 
something similar to Western leaders’ 
powers. In a battle of ideals similar 
to those of the Cold War era, it looks 
like the Western ideals of freedom and 
democracy, have won. The White House 
and European Union have expressed 
relief at the news.

Now, who’s trying to lay low through 
all of this? Mr. Putin cannot deny his 
part in this episode. The Ukrainian 
people want change, economic hope, 
and freedom. They want to forge closer 
ties with the West. They want to get rid 
of corrupt politicians who had little 
accountability and cared more about 
their grotesquely opulent palaces than 

the fate of their citizens. But Putin 
stubbornly tries to hold on to the 
former Soviet satellite, enforcing strict 
economic and political measures to 
ensure Ukraine sticks with them.

The Ukrainian athletes who decided 
to boycott this year’s Olympics said, 
“In solidarity with the fighters on 
the barricades in protest against the 
actions against demonstrators, lack 
of responsibility of the President and 
his government lackeys, we refuse to 
participate in any other competitions 
of the Olympic Games Sochi 2014”. 
In other words, they too feel that the 
problems of their country are a direct 
result of Putin’s unwieldy influence over 
the fate of their country. 

Tick, Tock
The Clock Stopped

By: Eli Klein 

I think it was his tone, or perhaps the subject 
matter. Who cares? The truth is, everyone’s been to 
one of those classes where the professors monistic 
tone just sort of drones on to the point of a headache. 
It reminds you of some annoying buzzing sound, 

or imaginably that ringing that goes off in your ear 
sporadically. You sort of look around the classroom 
to make sure the rest of the class is just as zoned out 
as you ,and then plunge into your daydream. You 
attempt to pick up from that spot you left off last 
class; somewhere on a hot beach with sand between 
your toes and a glass tumbler in hand, amber colored 
scotch swirling inside. Pitbull’s latest attempt at a 
song is blasting off a yacht anchored a bit off shore. A 
nice breeze is blowing your hair and you feel like your 
ready to finish the last remints of your beverage and 
see what that water feels like. Somebody sneezes. You 
look around and realize that beach is a few thousand 
miles away and the breeze is that maddening broken 
heating vent that blows off in a arbitrary direction. 
It’s about this time of class that you usually give 
your first look up at the clock. Its sort of a routine as 
your subconscious generates more of a story line for 
your imaginary creation. The first clock checking is 
a fundamental part of class and you brace your self 
for the tortures time. It stares back at you stubbornly 
insisting its 2:20. It takes you a full thirty seconds to 
realize the clock is broken. That’s when you loose it. 
What the hell is wrong with this college!? Why don’t 
they understand that looking at that clock after your 
first daydream is an integral part of your college 
experience. Isn’t the broken paper towel machine in 
the bathroom enough? Don’t they know how much 
anxiety they cause you when it shows class only 
started five minutes ago. You slip your phone out 
of you pocket, check the time, groan inwardly, and 
slip back into your lounge chair while sipping your 
scotch; class has another forty five minutes.

In regards to “Asbestos in Whitehead” from the November 2013 issue, The Office of Environmental Health and Safety would like all Brooklyn College students to 
note the following facts: 
The referenced abatement work involved floor tile removal as part of the dean’s office renovation on the 5th floor.
The job was completed during the weekend (August 9-11, 2013) and the necessary safety measures/protective barriers were utilized.
This work was properly performed by a licensed asbestos contractor according to applicable codes.
Air testing was conducted by an independent air-monitoring firm as required by law. A final report shows that the air in the building was, and is, safe.
An abatement notification was posted at each building entrance with the names and contact information of both firms involved before the work began.
The pipe insulation along the ceiling in the halls of Whitehead is fiberglass, not asbestos. The insulation above the dropped ceiling on the 5th floor is also fiberglass.
The spots forming on the outer surface lining of the pipe insulation running along the ceiling corridors are primarily water stains. There are some black spots 
developing on the pipe insulation in an area of the 2nd floor. However, the present condition does not pose a health hazard to building occupants as it continues to 
be monitored.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
Undergraduate students: Last day to    
declare/change major for spring 2014

THURSDAY, MARCH 6 
Evening Common Hour**

THURSDAY, MARCH 13 
Graduate students: Deadline to file        
scholarship application

FRIDAY, MARCH 14 
Last day to file for spring 2014  
graduation

**Common Hours: Community-building activities 
and programs are encouraged. Students who are 
not scheduled for classes may visit 302 Student 
Center. DAY Common Hours are Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 12:15–2:15 p.m. On Common Hour 
evenings, EVE classes scheduled in the regular 
twice-a-week pattern will be shortened to 50 
minutes. 

       NEWS 
continued from front cover

Chancellor Carmen Farina decided to keep New 
York City public schools open for the majority of the 
storms.  Many parents and the head of the teachers 
union were upset, claiming that travel conditions 
were unsafe for children, but De Blasio defended his 
decision on account of the many families that depend 
on school as a place for their children to be during 
the day while parents are at work. 

New York is not the only state that has been 
subjected to this inclement weather. The Deep South 
suffered as well and, unlike New York, did not have 
the tools to cope with the onslaught of ice and snow. 
In some cities, like Atlanta, Georgia, road conditions 
were so treacherous that students were stuck on 
buses for hours and the highways were gridlocked. 
People were told not to leave their houses unless 
absolutely necessary, and many states, like Louisiana 
and South Carolina, declared states of emergency. 
The cancellation of over 75,000 domestic flights, the 
highest number in 25 years, can also be attributed 
to the snow along with the decrease in consumer 
spending this winter, something which economists 
are attributing to the weather. 

This winter has been a most interesting one, 
keeping all eyes locked on the Weather Channel and 
tuned in to the radio. Every day is a mystery with the 
great possibility of snow, ice, rain or all of the above. 
All I’m hoping for are normal, cold winter days sans 
the snow. Cold I can take, but the snow has definitely 
overstayed its welcome.  

COMMENTS? QUESTIONS? LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR?

EMAIL US AT:

NIGHTCALLNEWS@GMAIL.COM
VISIT US IN:

0401 JAMES HALL
OR FIND US ONLINE AT:

NIGHTCALLNEWS.WORDPRESS.COM

WhatsApp: A Rags to 
Riches Story

By: Shaina Brander 
Almost all American college students go to school for one reason, 

and one reason only. It’s because we hope that some day, our geology 
midterms, art history papers, and all our other hard, important work 
will pay off. And by pay off, we mean in money. Little do we know, that 
with the right skill sets, and a little ingenuity, even the most hopeless of 
us can make it. And make it big.

In 1993, sixteen year old Jan Koum immigrated to Mountain View, 
California with his mother to escape the anti-Semitism they experience 
in their small hometown village outside Kiev, Ukraine. After a few years 
he was a college dropout whose mother still had to wait on long lines at 
the Social Security office before succumbing to cancer. Not necessarily 
the ideal recipe for easy success. But he taught himself computer 
networking and eventually landed a job at Yahoo.

Koum became close with a fellow Yahoo employee, Brian Acton, 
and after working for a few years together, they both applied to work 
at Facebook and were turned down. Two years later, in early 2009, Jan 
Koum bought an iPhone and realized the potential of the app store. 
Together with Acton and a few friends from his home country, Koum 
developed what is now known as WhatsApp, one of the first free 
instant messaging applications available for people who did not own 
Blackberries. 

Many people were attracted to the aspect that WhatsApp enables 
global texting without the massive charges from cell phone companies. 
By 2011, it was one of the top 20 apps in the U.S. App Store. Today 
WhatsApp has over 400 million users worldwide and Koum has finally 
agreed to sell the icon he built to Facebook. Facebook, which previously 
wanted nothing to do with Koum, had been badgering him for months to purchase what is now their largest acquisition to 
date, at a whopping $19 billion. 

Koum signed that contract this past Valentine’s day, in the very office where his mother once stood to collect her Social 
Security so they could eat. Jan Koum is officially a self-made billionaire with a truly rags to riches story. However, whether the 
rest of us, who try so desperately to cram information into our brains and who humor professors we don’t really like will be 

   Photo Credits: bluepheonixinc.com



NEW BALLET CLUB PROPOSED FOR BROOKLYN COLLEGE
By: Elizabeth Mallard

Everything is beautiful at the 
Ballet, or so the song goes in A 
Chorus Line.  Now Brooklyn College 
students have the opportunity to 
find out for themselves. The new 
Ballet Club proposed this semester 
hopes to introduce more students 
into this culturally rich art form and 
encourages students who have prior 
training to revisit their skills.

Brooklyn College has always been 
a nurturing environment for artists, 
but, for some time now, there has 
been no official ballet group who 
called Brooklyn College home. Ballet 
is the foundational technique for 
all Western dance forms, and while 
Brooklyn College hosts ballroom, 
modern and contemporary dance 
groups, ballet has been surprisingly 
absent from the campus. The club 
hopes to offer regular classes in ballet 
technique, to encourage aspiring 
choreographers to test their skills, and 

to help expose the college community 
to this beautiful art form. 

The Founding members come 
from diverse backgrounds:

Alfie Supan is currently working 
towards his Masters in Experimental 
Psychology. He is a former 
professional dancer with the Suzanne 
Farrell Ballet, the Washington Ballet, 
and other regional ballet companies. 
He hails from the Philippines and 
began his training at age 20 in 
Junior College. He apprenticed at 
the Washington Ballet and then 
began dancing professionally just 
two years after being introduced to 
the dance. While dancing with the 
Suzanne Farrell Ballet, Alfie actually 
performed at Brooklyn College’s 
Whitman Theater. 

Elena Valencia is a sophomore, 
and has declared a major in 
Communications. She has been 
dancing for nine years and has 
studied multiple forms of dance such 
as ballet, pointe, jazz, contemporary, 

theatre, hip hop, swing, and aerial.  
She has also performed numerous 
times in the New York Dance 
Theatre’s Nutcracker.  Currently, 
Elena is studying dance at Steps on 
Broadway while interning at The 
School at Steps. 

Alexis Stefanou is a sophomore 
and will major in Accounting. She 
has studied at the School of American 
Ballet, the official school for the 
NYC Ballet, and went to LaGuardia 
Performing High School for the 
Performing Arts as a dance major. 

Malka Berenshteyn started ballet 
at 16 in her junior year of high school 
with no previous dance training. She 
took ballet classes once a week for 
about two years and recently started 
taking two classes per week. She trains 
in Brooklyn Jewish Dance Institute 
and occasionally takes classes at the 
Abrons Arts Center on the lower east 
side. Malka says ballet has helped her 
learn to think in a different way—
through patterns—and to be more 

in sync with her body. It has helped 
her understand the importance of 
keeping herself healthy and has built 
up her self-confidence. She says ballet 
is a “beautiful secret.”

Anna Tsygelnytska has been 
training in ballet since the age of 4. 
She has toured with ballet companies 
since her early teens. She says the 
most memorable moment was 
“seeing people’s smiles.”  When she is 
on stage, she says, “It feels like I go 
to another world...the world which is 
full of happiness.”

If you are interested in finding out 
more about the Ballet Club, please 
contact Alfie Supan at eon_001a@
yahoo.com. 
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MERCEDES 
BENZ 
FASHION 
WEEK 

By: Pearl Rubin 

Mercedes Benz Fashion Week 
took place the week of February 
6-14.  Prominent designers from 
around the world displayed their 
Fall 2014 collection.  Designers 
and celebrities flocked to 
Lincoln Center despite the frigid 
temperatures and constant snow 
fall in New York.  Fashion week 
occurs throughout the major 
fashion hubs around the globe, 
and it predicts the upcoming 
trends.  Designers display their 
collection in costly shows in New 
York, London, Milan and Paris.

Most of the designs displayed 
on the runway are not ready to 
wear.  In fact, the designers tend 
to tweak their designs from their 
runway version to what is found 
in the stores.  However, there are 
some pieces that make it directly 
from the runway into the stores.  
Moreover, some brands have 
their runway collection featured 
in their stores at a higher price 
than the rest of their clothing.  

The most important aspect of 
a designer’s collection is the flow.  
For example, Nicole Miller’s 

impressive clothing collection 
featured a lot of black, leather, 
and feathers.  All of Nicole 
Miller’s models were styled with 
their hair up and were made up 
with heavy eye shadow in line 
with Nicole Miller’s collection 
inspiration, female warriors.

Every designer has their own 
inspiration for their collection.  
Some are inspired by stories they 
wish to tell, others by places, 
and still others by concepts 
they want to depict.  Monique 
Lhullier’s gown and evening 
dress collection, inspired by 
dark romance, was a stunning 
display. The standout piece 
from the collection, a strapless 
black silk belted gown with a 
flurry of printed pink roses (see 
picture below), was dramatically 
breathtaking. Rodarte’s Star Wars 
inspired collection took a more 
literal approach in interpreting 
the designer’s conceptual 
inspiration, debuting four gowns 
at the end of the show with 
printed depictions of various 
characters and scenes from the 
Star Wars movies.  

Fashion week is important, 
because it predicts the upcoming 
season’s trends.  This is true, not 
only for the high-end retailers 
shopping for what they wish 
to display in their stores next 
season, but also for the clothing 
companies that cater to the 
average, ordinary woman.  
Fashion week provides clues to 
the colors and styles that will be 
seen in stores such as Forever 21, 

Gap, and Macy’s.  The top trends 
for the coming fall are furs, the 
structured/tailored look, and 
heavy knits.  So, start looking out 
for these when the stores bring in 
their fall merchandise in late July, 
early August. I know I will. 

Notable during this past 
fashion week, were the jokester, 
who stormed Prabal Gurung’s 
show, streaking on the runway 
until he was led out by security, 
and the first runway model to 
take the stage in a wheelchair 
at the Carrie Hammer show, 
breaking an invisible barrier 
and redefining what it means to 
be beautiful in this cut throat 
industry.  Personally, one of the 
highlights of fashion week for 
me is seeing how the designers, 
fashion editors, bloggers, and 
celebrities dress up and style for 
the event.  Every year, clothing is 
featured with certain trends but 
available for every taste and style, 
and this year was no exception.  
There are designs for those who 
prefer a more feminine and flirty 
look, designs for those who 
prefer the oversized boho-chic 
look, and yet still more designs 
for those who prefer a look with 
more of an edge.  For your dose 
of pretty be sure to go on www.
mbfashionweek.com to check 
out designers such as Badgley 
Mischka and Zac Posen.  Fashion 
week this year did not disappoint, 
and I, for one, cannot wait to see 
what will be in stores come the 
fall.
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Sherlock: 
Series Three
By: Joshua Bergstein

Do you know what the biggest problem with BBC’s 
Sherlock is? No, it’s not the storylines, which are expertly 
written. It’s not the characters, who are meticulously 
crafted. And it’s not the production – the show is a 
visual feast for the eyes. No, the biggest problem with 
Sherlock is that there is simply so little of it. The second 
series aired its entire three-episode run back in January 
of 2012, and the equally brief third series was only 
broadcast in its entirety last month. Sherlock stops by 
every so often just to whet our appetites, but leaves just 
when we’re about to dig in.

Now, I do not mean in any way to imply that Sherlock 
is unsatisfying. In fact, it has continuously proven 
itself to be one of the most richly rewarding shows on 
television these days. And the aforementioned third 
series is a glorious testament to what the entertainment 
industry can create if a show is helmed by the proper 
craftsmen.

As most everyone who has steered clear of dark 
caves and the planet Mars knows, Sherlock Holmes is 

a masterful detective who solves cases around London 
with his friend and partner, Dr. John Watson. The 
detective was first brought to life through the pen of Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle, and has featured in a great number 
of filmed adaptations over the last century, portrayed 
by such commendable actors as Basil Rathbone, Peter 
Cushing, and Robert Downey, Jr. Sherlock faces some 
stiff competition in the detective’s earlier adaptations, 
but the show has proven itself more than worthy of its 
deerskin hat. Creators Steven Moffat and Mark Gatiss 
have crafted a fascinating new version of the detective 
and his supporting players, adjusting the stories for 
modern audiences without losing the vibrant energy 
which fueled the original Doyle adventures.

The series is set in modern 21st-century London, 
a fact which instantly sets it apart from its earlier 
brethren. Purists may frown on the show’s apparent 
“modernizing” of a classic series as merely a way to 
grab more viewers, but the inclusion of the Internet 
and wireless technology are in fact used to enhance 
the storylines the show unspools. Holmes has always 
prided himself on being a master of deduction, capable 
of picking up on minor details that are too subtle for the 
average human eye. Taking into account his admirable 
penchant for the intricacies of a crime scene, how much 
more incredible does his ability become when even the 
best in current crime-solving technology is shown to 
pale in his deductive comparison.

What makes Sherlock so impressive on an 
entertainment level is its ability to tell a captivating 
story. Each episode is structured like a movie, 
increasing in tension and suspense with every few 
minutes. The plotlines are made ever more vivid by 
the show’s adeptness for interweaving minor threads 
between episodes, instilling the series with an ongoing 
sense of intrigue that heightens as the show progresses. 
Skillful camerawork also lends to the action, creating 
an atmosphere as slickly compelling as the original 
Rathbone films, while clever digital effects are well-used 
to enhance the excitement, rather than overshadow it.

But the two most important factors that make 
Sherlock the series of miniature masterpieces it is, 
are Benedict Cumberbatch and Martin Freeman. 
The chemistry these two actors have achieved cannot 
be overstated, and has time and again proven to be 
one of the most eminently watchable on television. 
Cumberbatch’s gift for underscoring emotion has 
been used quite effectively for Sherlock’s personality 
to simultaneous comedic and dramatic effect, while 
Freeman plays Watson with just the right level of 
strength and sympathy, acting as the everyman who 
successfully bridges the gap between the audience and 
the seemingly impenetrable fortress of Sherlock’s mind.

It is the dynamic between Sherlock and Watson 
which provides the show with its richest and most 

continued on page  ten
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Ingredients:

1½ oz Gin
Any gin will do. The better the quality, the  
better the drink will taste.

2/3 oz Cherry Heering
You should make sure to only use the liqueur 
made by the Peter Heering Company in Denmark 
and not some knockoff cherry brandy. Cherry 
Heering is world-famous and should pose no 
difficulty procuring.

½ oz Benedictine
Benedictine is a wonderful herbal liqueur made 
by French Benedictine monks. At any one time, 
only three monks in the world know its secret 
recipe. When one of the monks dies, another 
is chosen to carry on this five hundred year old 
tradition. There is no substitute for Benedictine, 
and it, more than any other ingredient, turns an 
average Singapore Sling into and an excellent 
one.

1/3 oz Countreau
Cointreau is a French orange liqueur. Other 
similar products are available, such as Grand 
Marnier or any Orange Curacao, but Cointreau 
is the best and definitely worth the investment.

1 oz lime juice
Freshly Squeezed!

3½ oz pineapple juice
Freshly squeezed pineapple juice might be too 
much to ask, but definitely pick up a high quality 

juice, preferably not from concentrate.
¾ oz Grenadine

Grenadine is a pomegranate flavored syrup. Its 
tartness blends perfectly with the Benedictine 
and Cherry Heering, and its deep red hue makes 
this cocktail beautiful.

Angostura Bitters
The secret ingredient of all bartenders; the drink 
would be incomplete without the addition of 
good ol’ Angostura. 

Pineapple wedge/cherries
Garnish as you like, pineapple and cherries are, 
however, recommended.

Procedure:

-  Add gin to shaker tin.
-  Add Cointreau and Benedictine.
-  Add pineapple juice.
-  Add Cherry Heering.
-  Add grenadine.
-  Add fresh lime juice. (Feel free to add the spent       
lime shells as well.)
-  Add two to three dashes of bitters.
-  Add ice and shake vigorously for 20-30 seconds.
-  Double strain into a Collins or a highball glass filled 
with crushed ice (Make sure to use a fine strainer 
beneath the regular strainer, as you do not want pieces 
of lime in your finished cocktail.)
-  Garnish with a pineapple wedge and a cherry.
-  Yam Seng!!

There are a select few establishments that have become famous for the cocktails they serve. 
The Raffles Hotel in Singapore is one such place. The Singapore Sling was created near the 
turn of the twentieth century and has since won over its tasters without fail. For a brief time, 
the drink suspiciously lost favor and was rarely made, to the point where the original recipe 
was lost and the drink had been reduced to a gin Collins with a splash of cherry brandy. 
A travesty of terrible consequences; the cocktail was thankfully reconstructed by former 
workers and patrons of the Raffles Hotel. Whether or not the current recipe is truly identical 
to the original matters little, for if a drink tastes this good, who cares what its genesis is?

The CoCkTail Column:
The Singapore 

Sling
By: Moshe Brodt     

Photo Credits: travelblog.org

THE LEGO MOVIE 
 

 By: Tziva Kleinbart 

1. It’s all made out of LEGO.
Ok, ok, that’s actually not true. The movie is made out of CGI 
LEGO, but it looks like LEGO, and that’s still pretty darn cool. 
The animation takes on a very stop-motion style, making the 
LEGO seem more real.

“But what’s being made out of LEGO?” you may ask.
Well, the movie tells the age-old story of a boring, useless 
construction worker (named Emmet), who learns he has been 
chosen for greatness. Except he’s a loser. A really, really funny 
loser. Which brings me to number 2:

2. It’s hilarious.
This movie is seriously laugh-out-loud funny. No, make that 
snort-out-loud-and-then-frantically-try-to-breathe-so-you-
don’t-pass-out funny.
Emmet, despite being entirely useless, is also the happy-go-lucky 
guy you can’t help but root for. So when he is chosen to save the 
world from an evil businessman and a mysterious weapon called 
the “kragle,” the resulting chaotic adventure is full of gags, one-
liners and crazy music.
It’s the kind of stupid humor that makes you pee your pants.

3. Morgan Freeman
Did I mention Morgan Freeman is in this movie? No?
Well, Morgan Freeman is in this movie. He’s the voice of 
Vitruvius, the wise old sage who leads our plucky protagonist 
on the quest. He’s somewhat of a cross between Gandalf and a 
hippie, and he’s all kinds of nuts. We also have Wyldestyle, the 
hot female LEGO, voiced by Elizabeth Banks, and Batman, voice 
by Will Arnett, so it’s a pretty A-list group of plastic toys. 

 4.  THE FEELS
Despite its humorous storyline, the movie has its serious 
moments, such as surprisingly awesome LEGO fight scenes, 
and a seriously sad scene involving a schizophrenic LEGO and 
his elderly parents. But the best parts were the heartwarming 
moments. We’re not going to spoil anything here, but the plot 
twist and some character development points will actually have 
you saying “Awwww” more than once.
 
And number 5:

5. The total package. 
This movie is way more than a sum of its parts. All the elements 
come together to create a film that is sweet, funny, and 
thoroughly enjoyable. Plus, almost nothing in the movie makes 
sense, making it ABSOLUTELY CRAZY, lots of fun and a really 
unique animated movie that all audiences with a sense of humor 
will enjoy. 

Final thoughts on The LEGO Movie?
EVERYTHING IS AWESOME!!! (Seriously, that line is way 
funnier if you’ve actually seen the movie.)

Please go see it.

Go.

Now. 

WHY ARE YOU STILL HERE?

Bye.



continued from front cover 
international experience, should have 

been left behind while both Wagner and 
Nagasu were brought to the Olympics. 
Most of the blame, however, was lobbed 
at Wagner, who many thought “stole” 
Mirai’s spot on the Olympic team.

Once the Games were underway, 
controversy surrounded nearly every 
competition. The Russians impressed in 
the team competition, with Plushenko 
giving captivating performances in 
both the qualifying short program 
and the final free skate. Along with his 
teammates, specifically rising Russian 
star Julia Lipnitskaya, a 15 year old 
fierce competitor with incredible skills 
and flexibility, and pairs skaters Tatiana 
Voloszhar and Maxim Trankov, they 
were able to secure the team gold for 
Russia. Canada earned the silver medal, 
while the United States settled for bronze 
after a disappointing skate by men’s 
skater Jeremy Abbot. At the beginning of 
the Games, L’Equipe, the French sports 
magazine that first reported the Lance 
Armstrong drug scandal, ran an article 
claiming a Russian coach had admitted 
to a “proposed barter” set up between 
the United States and Russia. According 
to him, the American judges agreed to 
secure the gold for Russia in the team 
competition, as long as the Russians 
got them the gold in the ice dance 
competition in which the US had never 
won gold. The article caused much buzz, 
forcing the United States Figure Skating 
Association to make a statement that 
no such deal was in the works, though 
that did little to stop the speculation. A 
similar scandal had occurred in both the 
pairs and ice dancing competitions at the 
2002 Salt Lake City Olympics, so nobody 
was too surprised to hear of something 
like that happening in Sochi, especially 
with Russia and the US, two countries 
with nearly as many Olympic scandals as 
medals. 

The pairs competition proceeded 
without a hitch, with the Russians 
claiming gold and silver, and Germany 
claiming the bronze. Yet everyone was 
waiting for the ice dance competition.  
The two teams in direct competition 
for the gold were Tessa Virtue and Scott 
Moir of Canada, and Meryl Davis and 
Charlie White of the United States. 
Virtue and Moir had won gold in their 
home country in 2010, with 

Davis and White taking silver, but 
since the Olympics , the Americans had 
begun to dominate. The accusations 
of the article created a sticky situation, 
where Davis and 

White were sure to be accused of 
cheating no matter what, even if their 
scores all season seemed to point towards 

an Olympic gold medal. 
Sure enough, the American team 

won gold, the Canadians won silver, and 
outrage ensued. A Canadian paper, the 
Toronto Star, wrote a scathing article after 
the short program, calling out the “fix” in 
ice dancing against the Canadians, even 
going as far as to say that the entire sport 
is corrupt. 

Because scoring is subjective, though 
heavily regulated, it’s easy to say someone 
was overscored or underscored, and 
fans of Virture/Moir claimed that they 
had been unfairly underscored for 
their outstanding free dance program, 
while the Americans’ mistakes had 
gone unnoticed.  Anonymous judging 
in skating makes it near impossible to 
detect such scoring disparities, and since 
the event, many have called for more 
transparency in the judging system. 

Social media got in on the action as 
various names in figure skating made 
their opinions on the controversy 
known. Petri Kokko, a former ice dance 
Olympian, and creator of the “Finnstep,” 
a step sequence that was a mandatory 
element in this year’s ice dance routine, 
tweeted during the competition that he 
thought Virtue/Moir should be in the 
lead, critiquing Davis/White on their 
Finnstep and other elements. Not long 
after, though, he congratulated Davis/
White on their “well deserved gold.” 
To further complicate matters, the two 
teams actually train together, and share 
a coach, Marina Zoueva. Though the 
teams seemed to get along well, and their 
coach seemed capable of handling the 
needs of both teams, after the medals 
had been handed out the Canadians were 
heard saying they felt their coach had 
not been there for them as much as for 
the Americans. The disagreements are 
ongoing, and one only has to check the 
comments section of any skating article 
or forum to see the passion fans on either 
side have for their athletes. 

Men’s skating came next, along with 
some shocking news. Evgeni Plushenko, 
who had skated with fervor in both the 
short program and free skate for the 
team competition, was scheduled to 
skate in the individual program as well, 
as Russia’s only man in the competition. 
After his warm up for the short program, 
he shocked audiences by withdrawing 
from the competition due to back pain 
and other injuries. The Russian audience 
was shocked into silence, as many had 
come to see their own countryman 
compete for Russia in his fourth 
Olympics. What made it so scandalous, 
however, was that he withdrew on the 
day of the competition, so there was no 
longer time for a replacement competitor 
to be found. Had he withdrawn on an 

earlier date, say the day after the team 
competition when he already had his 
gold medal, the Russian Federation 
might have been able to fill their spot. 
Instead, Russia ended up without a 
competitor in the men’s competition, 
and “Plushy’s” actions just seemed selfish 
and pointless. The men’s competition 
was not over, however. American Jeremy 
Abbott frightened many when he fell 
on a jump combination, crashing into 
the boards and lying on his side for a 
considerable amount of time before 
getting up. Though he seemed to be in 
pain, he finished his program beautifully, 
landing the rest of his jumps cleanly, and 
skating with emotion. It was an inspiring 
skate, though the fall meant he had lost 
any hope for a medal. 

In the free skate, Yuzuru Hanyo of 
Japan dominated, with a record setting 
score in the short program. Though he 
fell twice in the long program, leaving 
many scratching their heads, the quality 
and technical difficulty of rest of his 
program made up for the falls, and he 
brought home Japan’s first gold in men’s 
figure skating. Kazakhstan brought 
home a medal in men’s skating, nabbing 
the bronze. 

The final scandal occurred in the ladies 
competition, which has always been a 
highlight event for the Winter Olympics. 
Reigning World and Olympic champion 
Yuna Kim of South Korea, sometimes 
known as “Queen Yuna,” was a favorite 
to win gold again in Sochi. With her 
flawless jumps, spins, and elegance on 
ice, she is beloved not only in her home 
country, but across the globe. After the 
short program, however, she was leading 
by only a small margin. Americans 
Gracie Gold, Polina Edmunds and 
Ashley Wagner all skated well enough 
to be in medal contention following the 
short program, but the real surprise of 
the night was an uncharacteristic fall 
from Julia Lipnitskaya, which still left 
her as a medal contender but not as high 
as expected. After that disappointment, 
her fellow Russian Adelina Sotnikova 
surprised everyone by executing a 
beautiful performance, placing her in 
second place behind Kim before the free 
skate. 

The next day, in the free skate, Julia 
fell again, placing her out of the medal 
podium. 2010 silver medalist Mao Asada 
of Japan executed the only triple axel 
in the ladies competition and skated 
a flawless program, though her short 
program score was too low to gain her a 
medal. American Gracie Gold finished in 
fourth place, quite good for her Olympic 
debut. Sotnikova skated an impressive 
program, scoring a personal best, putting 
her in first place after her skate. But Kim 

was set to skate last, so the audience 
waited with bated breath to see if the 
queen would be able to keep her crown.  
After a beautiful skate, everyone was 
transfixed on the scoreboards, and when 
they finally went up, the home crowd 
went wild. Sotnikova had beaten Yuna 
Kim by five points! Almost instantly, 
the internet erupted with accusations 
of cheating from the Russians. Figure 
skating legends like Kurt Browning and 
Katarina Witt came out saying Yuna was 
robbed of her gold. Countless articles 
broke down the scores, pointing to 
mistakes Sotnikova had made that were 
not downgraded, though the same sorts 
of articles were written to the opposite 
effect. Within hours, it was revealed 
that one of the judges on the panel was 
married to the director of the Russian 
Skating Federation. That same judge was 
seen hugging Sotnikova just minutes 
after she won gold. Another judge, 
Ukrainian this time, had been involved 
in a scoring scandal in the 1998 Nagano 
Winter Games. All these facts did not 
alter the scoring. A petition on Change.
org to review the scoring already has 
over 2 million signatures on it, though 
the International Olympic Committee 
says they cannot do anything unless 
the Korean Federation issues a formal 
complaint. As of the writing of this article, 
a complaint has been submitted and is 
awaiting review; although it is speculated 
the scoring may remain as it is, since the 
complaint was not given right after the 
competition as per regulations. There 
are still many who believe the medal was 
rightfully earned by Sotnikova, though 
they are overpowered by the incredible 
support for Kim.  

For skating fans, Sochi 2014 was 
an exciting and possibly infuriating 
experience. Many fans, especially 
Canadians and Koreans, are still fuming 
over what they believe to be unfair 
results. You might want to check the 
performances out yourself, especially the 
ice dance and women’s free dance/free 
skate to judge for yourself. There were 
many beautiful moments, untainted 
by controversy, such as when Denis 
Ten won Kazakhstan’s first figure 
skating medal, or Jason Brown of the 
United States’ energetic performance 
in the team competition. The skating 
wrapped up last Saturday with the gala 
performances, a nice change from the 
competitive environment of the past two 
weeks. Despite the controversy of these 
Games, it was a fun time to be a skating 
fan, although there is still the World 
Championships to look forward to soon. 
Can’t wait for Pyeongchang 2018!
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JOE’S CORNER 
Where on Earth so you weigh the least?

A) The North Pole
B) The Equator
C) Between the North Pole and the Equator
D) A broken scale

Answer: B  
The North Pole is closer to the center of Earth. Isaac Newton 

showed that the gravitation pull of Earth (or any body for that 
matter) has an inverse distance squared relationship. Because 
Earth is shaped like an oblate spheroid (squashed sphere), the 
North Pole is closer to the center of Earth than the Equator 
and, therefore, has a larger gravitational pull which results in 
a higher reading on the scale.

Besides for Earth’s oblate shape, there is another reason 
for this phenomenon. As we all know, Earth spins on an axis 
which extends from its North Pole to the South Pole. This 
is analogous to a merry-go-round.  On a merry-go-round, 
the closer to the center of the merry-go-round you are, the 
less at risk you are of flying off.  This principle is true with 
Earth as well. The closer you are to the center of rotation (i.e. 
North Pole), the less force you feel due to the Earth’s rotation. 
However, the equator does feel a force from the Earth’s 
rotation, and what keeps us from going in the direction of that 
force and flying off into spaces is gravity. This redirects some 
of the gravitational force and as a result the scale registers a 
lower weight. The difference is not significant. If you weighed 
100 pounds at the North Pole, you would weigh 99.65 pounds 
at the equator for a net difference of about 5.5 ounces.

Reader beware! Going to the equator will not solve issues 
with obesity. While the reading on a scale will be less, your 
actual mass will not change.

FEATURES 8
Facts For February
By: Robin Cohen and Malky Shayowitz

February, despite being the shortest month of  the year, is chock full of  quirky 
holidays and strange traditions. Did you know that February is:
•	 Black	History	Month	in	the	US	and	Canada
•	 LGBT	History	Month	in	the	UK	 	 	 	 	
•	 Month	of 	Language	in	Bangladesh
•	 Parent	Leadership	Month:	Celebrated	by	honoring	parents	for	leadership	
roles that they have taken in their communities.
•	 Pull	Your	Sofa	Off 	the	Wall	Month:	You	might	end	up	finding	long-lost	
things and cleaning up a bit.

Month-long	Food	Holidays	of 	February:
•	 Canned	 Food	Month:	The	 Cooking	 Channel	 celebrates	 by	 featuring	
recipes that revolve around canned foods.
•	 National	 Cherry	Month:	 Strange	 considering	 cherries	 are	 a	 summer	
fruit…
•	 National	Grapefruit	Month:	Moderndaymoms.com	celebrates	by	giving	
grapefruit cocktail recipes to subscribed mothers.
•	 Great	American	Pies	Month:	No,	not	the	movie.
•	 National	Snack	Food	Month:	A	sweet	reason	to	celebrate	in	February.
•	 National	 Hot	 Breakfast	 Month:	 Hot	 chocolate	 chip	 pancakes	 with	
whipped	cream	on	top.	Yum.
•	 National	Potato	Lovers	Month:	Mashed,	fried,	baked,	whipped.	Do	it	
all.
•	 Return	Shopping	Carts	to	the	Supermarket	Month:	After	all	the	food	
from this month, you could use the walk back to the supermarket.

Every	day	of 	February	is	a	holiday	for	another	food,	from	Baked	Alaska	Day	
on	February	1	to	National	Chocolate	Soufflé	Day	on	February	28

Other	February	Holidays:
•	 February	1:	Working	Naked	Day	-	Celebrating	the	freedom	to	work	at	
home and on your own terms. 
•	 February	7:	National	“Wear	Red	Day”	in	the	US	and	the	UK	-	Wearing	
red shows support for heart disease awareness.
•	 February	8:	Fly	a	Kite	Day	-	“Up	through	the	atmosphere,	up	where	the	
air	is	clear…”
•	 February	9:	Read	in	a	Bathtub	Day	-	Don’t	let	the	running	ink	and	soggy	
pages	stop	you	from	celebrating.	It’s	worth	it.
•	 February	13:	Get	a	Different	Name	Day	-	North	West,	this	day	is	for	
you. 
•	 February	18:	Thumb	Appreciation	Day	-	Spend	the	day	attempting	to	
do things like tying your shoelaces or texting without your  thumbs. 
•	 February	28:	Public	Sleeping	Day	-	Park	benches,	public	transportation,	
the	office,	etc.	The	choice	is	yours.	
If 	 you’re	 interested	 in	 celebrating	 any	 of 	 these	 holidays,	 I’m	 sure	 there’s	 a	
group on Facebook for you.

Figure Skating Scandals: Sochi 2014That Should Be a Word
By: Moshe Brodt

Skvetchy [skvet-chee], Adj.

1. Feigning sadness, whininess, 
or displeasure to achieve an 

end that is regarded as iffy or 
controversial.

- Related Forms: skvetch, 
skvetching, skvetchism
Even though she whined 
for hours, Sally could not 

persuade her parents to lift 
her punishment after acting so 

skvetchy all week.
See also: schlepideer – one skilled in 
the art of procrastination specifically 
regarding acting on others’ behalf.



Bud 
SELIG’S  
LEGacy
 By: Shlomo Kreuser 

This season will be Bud Selig’s last year 
as the commissioner of Major League 
Baseball. Sports fans like to judge sports 
figures’ career performances and will 
do the same with Selig. There are lots of 
positives and negatives concerning Bud 
Selig. Some of the issues during Selig’s 
tenure were handling performance-
enhancing drugs, playoff expansion, labor 
relations, tweaking the all-star game, the 
Alex Rodriguez saga, and the league’s use 
of technology. Like any commissioner in 
sports, Selig is a controversial figure. Many 
fans’ opinions are biased as they judge 
Selig in how he affects their favorite teams. 
It is important to remain as impartial as 
possible when judging a powerful man 
like Bud Selig. 

Bud Selig became the commissioner of 
Major League Baseball in 1992 following 
Fay Vincent’s resignation. This was a 
controversial move, as he was still the 
owner of the Milwaukee Brewers. He didn’t 
relinquish his ownership of the team until 
1998. Before he became the commissioner, 
Selig was involved in a collusion scandal 
that occurred between 1985 and 1987 
and caused major rifts between owners 
and players. This feud would lead to one 
of Selig’s worst performances—the 1994 
strike and the cancellation of the World 
Series.

Until 1994, the World Series was one 
of the most important events in America, 
and having that cancelled under Selig’s 
watch was a disgrace. There is no excuse 
for a commissioner to cancel a World 
Series, other than greed. The Montreal 
Expos had arguably the best team in 1994. 
They had young, promising stars such as 
Moises Alou, Cliff Floyd, Larry Walker, 
and Pedro Martinez. One would argue that 
they would have been serious contenders 
for the World Series that year, had the 
season not been cut short. As a result of 
the cancellation, baseball was never the 
same in Montreal. Because of the strike, 
the expos had to trade their stars, and 
their fans lost interest in their team. They 
eventually had to move to Washington, 
D.C. as a result of the strike. Many fans 
were upset at the MLB and baseball’s 
ratings took an epic nosedive. Bud Selig 
then depended on steroid users to bring 
back the fans interests again. There is a 
positive and negative perspective on Bud 
Selig concerning PEDS.

Bud Selig and the rest of the MLB 
owners turned a blind eye to steroids in 
the 1990s because it put fans back in the 

seats. Many of the star players during 
the 1990s and 2000s used steroids. Roger 
Maris and Hank Aaron’s home run records 
were broken by Mark McGwire and Barry 
Bonds. Fans all across the nation turned 
to their TVs to see Mark McGwire and 
Sammy Sosa chase Roger Maris’ record. 
Though these players, and many others 
such as Roger Clemens, cheated, club 
owners and Bud Selig let this scandal 
slide, because their pockets were being 
filled. Selig does get credit for eventually 
enacting a strict drug policy. However, 
Selig did not handle it the right way. He 
turned hte sport into a circus when he 
brought players like Barry Bonds, Sammy 
Sosa, Roger Clemens, Rafael Palmeiro, 
and Jose Canseco to federal court over 
this issue. All of these star players, who 
were once embraced by Selig because they 
brought fans to the seats, were eventually 
sold out.  Giving Bud Selig credit for 
cleaning up the game is like giving a 
negligent person credit for putting out a 
fire that he set. 

Selig’s use of technology is another 
perspective to look through. Baseball, 
which is known as a traditional sport, 
didn’t use instant replay to help umpires 
make the right calls until 2008. Replay is 
only used to determine home runs or foul 
balls, whether the ball left the playing field, 
or whether a fan interfered with the ball. 
Unlike the NFL, which has been using 
using technology to help the umpires 
make the right calls since 1986, some of 
baseball’s outcomes have been negatively 
affected by Selig’s failure to embrace 
technology under the guise of tradition. 
The MLB was the first sport to use the 
internet to stream its games. The MLB.TV 
service has drawn more fans to baseball, 
and has helped increase revenues. 

There are a few other positive issues 
concerning Selig’s legacy such as the wild 
card, interleague play, and the present 
relationship between the owners and 
players. Until 1995, only the top two 
teams from the National League and 
the American League competed in the 
playoffs. In 1995, Bud Selig instituted the 
wild card system; this allowed two more 
teams to make the playoffs. More playoff 
teams meant more tickets sold, and more 
profits to be made overall.  Ultimately, 
it gave more teams a chance to compete 
in the World Series. In 2012, baseball 
instituted a wild card game, which gives 
an extra team a chance to compete in the 
ALDS.  Bud Selig made the regular season 
more interesting by instituting interleague 
play. Until 1997, National League teams 
only played American League teams in 
the World Series. Fans in Baltimore, New 
York, Chicago, and the Bay Area get to 
see their cross-town rivals play each other 
during the season. The MLBs player-
owner relationships have been great 
since 1995. There has not been a lockout 
under Selig’s leadership since then. This 
is partially due to his not implementing 
a salary cap. Teams get to spend as they 

wish and thus the players and owners are 
happy, unlike in the NBA, NFL, and NHL. 

Some other negative issues concerning 
Selig are the all-star game and the Alex 
Rodriguez saga. In 2002, the MLB all-
star game resulted in a tie. In an effort 
to make the game more interesting, 
Bud Selig gave an incentive to make the 
game more competitive. The team whose 
league won the all-star game gets home-
field advantage in the World Series. An 
exhibition game affects the most important 
game. Bud Selig has not dealt with Alex 
Rodriguez the right way. In 2009, a report 
showed that Alex Rodriguez used steroids 
despite his denying that he took them. At 
that point, Rodriguez was making Bud 
Selig look foolish. Rodriguez admitted 
that he used steroids in his Texas Rangers 
days, but not since. In 2013, another 
report showed that Rodriguez was linked 
to another steroids scandal. Rodriguez 
was tested positive for the first time since 
baseball started punishing players for 
using PEDs. Normally, baseball players get 
suspended for 50 games if tested positive 
for steroids. After testing positive for the 
first time, Alex Rodriguez was suspended 
for the entire 2014 season. Bud Selig has 
yet to give a justifiable reason for this 
ruling, other than his ego. 

Overall, Bud Selig will be remembered 
as the man who cleaned up the game, 
but he is a flawed man to say the least. 
He brought fans back into the game, but 
only after nearly destroying the sport. He 
cleaned up the game, but only after the 
sport was getting a bad name. His legacy 
is very complex. 

SPORTS 10
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indispensable material, and 
which guides the show through 
even its roughest of patches. 
For Series Three, that dubious 
distinction falls to “The Empty 
Hearse”, a premiere which suffers 
mildly from its need to resolve 
last series’ cliffhanger while still 
providing a coherent story of its 
own. More intriguing is “The Sign 
of Three”, which showcases the 
Holmes/Watson relationship in a 
movingly sympathetic light while 
still taking every opportunity to 
make fun of it, neatly balancing 
character development with an 
absorbing mystery that builds upon 
itself to a (literally) gut-wrenching 
conclusion. But the series saves the 
best for it finale, “His Last Vow”, 
an episode which incorporates 
skillfully placed elements from the 
previous two episodes that only a 
real-life Sherlock could pick up on, 
and which features a truly chilling 
adversary, a brilliantly stylized 
fantasy sequence, and enough 
twists to make your jaw stay 
permanently glued to the floor.

It will likely be another two 
years before Sherlock airs another 
season, leaving us waiting with 
bated breath to see just what this 
explosive show will conjure up 
next. But no matter where the 
series turns, it is a pretty safe bet 
that it will bring plenty of sharply 
written and satisfying television 
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