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Political Choice?

You’re Watching What?
By: Jonathan Steinmetz

The hooligans are coming. 
That’s right. Hooligans. By land, by 

sea, or simply by infiltrating from within, 
they have arrived, and they will not leave. 

For the confused bunch of you, I’m not 
writing about the ordinary thuggish adolescents 
we might see in the street, but rather hooligans 
of a different sort, football hooligans. Unruly, 
obsessive, destructive soccer fans. People who 
will defend their team by word or by weapon, 
they have been wreaking havoc throughout the 
football-playing rest of the world for years. Now, 
they have entered our country. During MLS 
games you can sometimes witness arrests and 
riots at nothing more than an exhibition game. 
There is a distinction, however, between the 
rabid fans of soccer in the U.S., and those in other 
countries, and that lies in the premise of their 
fights. In most countries and leagues, soccer fans 

will fight with team pride over championships 
and players, but here in the U.S., it is a different 
fight altogether. It is an argument questioning 
the sport itself. Unlike baseball and football, 
soccer is not a thriving sport in this country, and 

die-hard soccer fans cannot stand that. They call 
us uncultured, they say we’re impatient, and that 
we lack the true understanding of the game. The 
truth is Americans in a general sense don’t care for 
soccer because of one simple reason, greatness. 

Sports in the United States first started 
becoming popular at the start of the Twentieth 
Century. But it wasn’t until nineteen-twenty, 
when Babe Ruth began blasting home runs at 
never-seen-before rates for the New York Yankees, 
that sports entered national headlines. Ruth 
was an athletic superhero, a giant. He hit more 
home runs in his nineteen-twenty seven season, 
sixty, than any other team had as a whole. The 
numbers he put up, and the power he illustrated, 
turned ordinary spectators into immediate fans. 
One player’s greatness changed the sport forever. 
We, as a nation live off the greatness of others. 

Continued on Page Fifteen
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Night Call
By: Steven Gold

In an ad entitled “The Choice,” 
President Obama tells us that 
the upcoming election gives 
the nation “a choice between 
two very different plans for our 
country.” Wouldn’t it be great if 
the public actually knew what 
those different plans were? Even 
though I have been following the 
Presidential campaigns, I cannot 
honestly say what each candidate 
believes in. Conversely, I can 
tell you how many years of tax 
returns Mitt Romney released 
to the public and where the 
Obama’s have vacationed the 
last four years. I have heard that 
Romney is a felon and a vampire 
that gave a former steel worker’s 
wife cancer while Obama was 
not born in the United States. 
The only things not heard are 
actual “plans for our country.” 

 With the proliferation 
of Super PACs, more money is 
being spent on the campaigns 
than in any previous election. A 
large majority of that money has 

been going into attack ads that 
seek to undermine the position 
of the opposing campaign 
rather than promoting the ideas 
of the candidate it favors. I have 
no problem with pointing out 
where you differ from another 
candidate and trying to explain 
why your position is better, 
however, the current ads do no 
such thing. Instead, they offer 
vicious (and most probably 
libelous) personal accusations 
that have nothing to do with 
policy. These candidates have 
put forth no solutions for the 
current problems we face as 
a nation, and yet, have the 
audacity to ask for our votes. 
It is as if being the lesser of 
two evils has become the main 
qualification for winning 
the Presidency these days.

 It’s not like there aren’t 
any issues to comment on. We 
currently face an economic 
crisis. Our deficit is too large 
to count and still rising. We 
are fighting two wars. Iran 
is vowing to wipe Israel and 

America off the map. European 
nations are crumbling. 
Immigration. Medicare. Oil 
prices. Need I go on? Surely 
any of these should come 
before a discussion about what 
became of each candidate’s dog.

 It appeared as if things 
had taken a turn for the better 
when Mitt Romney chose Rep. 
Paul Ryan as his running mate. 
For a few minutes there was a 
little debate about budgets and 
Medicare. But it was quite short 
lived. Soon we were hearing how 
Ryan wanted to “end Medicare 
as we know it” (voted “Lie of 
the Year” by FactCheck.org, a 
non-partisan organization).

 To be fair, it is entirely 
possible that the candidates 
reveal their vision for the 
country (in addition to the 
negatives of the opposing 
candidate), but the media only 
reports the juicy stories. In a 
speech near his hometown, 
Romney remarked “no one’s ever 
asked to see my birth certificate.     

Continued on Page Six

Source: Rueters
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Inspirational
By: Rafi Khavis

“A table, a chair, a bowl of 
fruit and a violin; what else 
does a man need to be happy?”

-Albert Einstein
One of the greatest and brightest people of the 20th 

century breaks down for the average layman the foundation 
of happiness. “Happiness” is something everyone strives 
for, yet very few actually attain.  As most of us believe, 
money cannot buy happiness, as is evident by a study 
done by BBC in which Nigeria was number one in terms 
of how happy the average citizen was, while the US was 
16th on the list. In terms of wages, the GDP per capita of 
US is $48,387 while Nigeria’s average income per person is 
$562. America has an average income more than 86 times 
the income of Nigeria, yet we are not nearly as happy as 
Nigerians who make a fraction of our average income. 
Could the average American not buy whatever he wants 
in comparison to his Nigerian counterpart? Why is it that 
we are not bursting with joy, greeting every stranger with a 
genuine smile and a friendly wave?

Unfortunately, our biggest mistake is twisting happiness 
into an ugly and perverse goal.  We live in a society where 
money is worshipped, celebrities are idolized and moral 
decency is scorned. Many try to emulate those who are 
not worthy, and who have no business being role models 
for our society. Let us fill up this void with something 
meaningful, and attain purpose in our life. 

In the same BBC survey, they compiled a “path” to 
happiness, listing the factors that contribute to happiness 
the most, and money was the 8th, not first and foremost 
like many people believe. However, people did say that 
one should stop comparing oneself to others, desire less, 
and do unselfish acts of kindness for others. We don’t need 
the latest pair of shoes or handbag, because it won’t make 
you happy, and they’ll just come out with a new style in 
a couple of weeks anyways.  We need to emphasize on 
what will make us feel accomplished, not to be better than 
others. Each person should understand that his or her 
unique mission or goal is not the same as that of someone 
else, and therefore, the same result is not expected. One 
should only strive towards his or her own potential, not 
someone else’s. One should enjoy the simple joys of life, 
and appreciate all that he or she has, for as the old saying 
goes, “It’s the little things in life.” Value your friends, family, 
even your personal belongings. Albert Einstein had it all: 
Fame, Respect, Money; yet he said that a bowl a fruit to eat, 
a simple chair and table to sit by, and some heavenly music 
from a violin is all that he needs to be happy. 

Next time, instead of buying whatever trinket it is 
that you think will make you feel happy aka better about 
yourself, go do something you really enjoy. For me, it’s a 
leisurely stroll along the boardwalk, soaking in the fresh 
crisp evening air. For some it’s a family picnic, a fresh 
doughnut or a pointless subway ride to see all the different 
folk around town. You will learn to appreciate the miniscule 
aspects of your daily life that are truly amazing, if you were 
to only attune your soul to it.
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By: Ezriel Strum

On November 6th, 2012, voters will go to 
the booths in what is perhaps the most crucial 
election of our lifetimes. America is no longer 
perceived as the “shining city upon the hill” 
that President Reagan described in his farewell 
address, but rather, as a sinking ship with not 
enough lifeboats to save those on board. Mired 
in what seems like a never ending recession, the 
country now has a choice to re-elect President 
Obama or fire him in favor of Mitt Romney. 

The past several months have produced 
a surprisingly stable race with the President 
maintaining a narrow lead. While most 
Americans agree with the Republican challenger 
that President Obama’s economic policies have 
failed, they are still reluctant to throw the 
incumbent to the curb. One of the main reasons 
for this seemingly paradoxical attitude is that 
Romney has not articulated a clear message 
about what he intends to do if he wins the 
presidency. Simply attacking the President for 
his failures is not going to be enough. The natural 
instinct of human beings is to avoid change, not 
lust after it; how could Romney expect swing 
voters to embrace him if he has no plan? 

By picking Paul Ryan, the intellectual leader 
of the Republican Party, Romney has finally 
given a clear message about how he intends to 
govern if he were to win the Presidency. Ryan’s 
ambitious budget, now a central plank of Mitt 
Romney’s Presidential platform, attempts to 
promote economic growth, while, at the same 
time, bringing fiscal sanity to Washington 
by reforming the country’s unsustainable 
entitlement programs. The election is no longer 
about which candidate can demonize the other 
to the extent that they are no longer acceptable 
to the general public, but instead, it is now a 
decision of whether the country is ready to 
confront the problems that faces it.

Obama’s fiscal failures adds to the narrative 
that he has shown an absence of leadership when 
it comes to guaranteeing future generations the 
same standard of living that we have today.  
With Ryan, the Chairman of the House Budget 
Committee, at the top of the ticket, party 
leaders believe that they now have a messenger 
that can successfully prosecute the fiscal case 
against Obama while simultaneously being able 
to deflect the false charges thrown against his 
budget plans. 

Though Romney’s bold choice has given 
his campaign new life, he has also provided 
President Obama and Democrats an opportunity 
to paint the Republican as a radical right wing 
ideologue. Conventional wisdom dictates that 
fundamental changes to entitlement programs, 
even when necessary for the survival of the 
system, are to never take place. The solutions 

put forward are vilified by the opposing party 
and used to manipulate seniors into protecting 
their treasured entitlement programs that were 
never endangered to begin with. For example, 
last year, in a special election in upstate New 
York, Democrats were successful in slanderously 
portraying the Ryan budget as a plot to “Push 
grandma off the cliff.” Even though Ryan’s 
budget does not change anything for people 55 
and older, it is very easy for those types of details 
to get lost in the headlines. 

Republicans, however, believe that the days of 
these scare tactics working, are over. Americans 
realize that the country is on the clock. If 
nothing is done to reform entitlements, they 
will go bankrupt, thereby leaving seniors that 
rely on these programs to fend for themselves. 
The longer the wait the more drastic and painful 
the solutions will become. Americans appreciate 
a leader who is capable of confronting the issues 
that face this country instead of one who is 
not even willing to put forward a plan. In fact, 
every time Democrats attack the Ryan budget, it 
highlights that while the country stands on the 
precipice of financial and fiscal ruin, President 
Obama has failed to present a realistic plan to 
grow the economy and rein in the crushing 
national debt. They have been content to sit idly 
while the foundation of this great country has 
deteriorated before their eyes.  

The choice facing the country today is clear. Is 
the status quo of national decline an acceptable 
option or is a new direction of economic 
renewal be the better alternative? Do we want 
to continue to risk the future viability of our 
entitlement programs or do we want to take 
actions that ensure the survival of these essential 
programs? Can we accept another four years of 
failure or is it time that we corrected a mistake 
we made in 2008? 

Ironically, four years ago, a young Senator 
by the name of Barack Obama promised that 
if elected he would change America, while his 
opponent, Senator John McCain, would stand 
for and continue the failed policies of President 
Bush that had led the country to the worst 
economic downturn since the Great Depression. 
In the four years since, not much has changed. 
Instead of a robust recovery the economy has 
stagnated, leaving millions unemployed and 
underemployed. It is now Obama that has to 
defend a record of economic malaise while his 
Republican opponents’ have seized the mantle 
of change. 

Note: This is an opionated article and solely 
reflects the views of the writer and not the views 
of Night Call or Brooklyn College.

Photo By: npr.org
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By: David Rosenberg

In the Season One finale of The West Wing, 
Martin Sheen’s President Bartlett tells a room 
of college students “decisions are made by those 
who show up.”  The quote, often attributed 
to Harry Truman, is often used in voter 
registration drives, most notably in 2008 when 
Sheen delivered that message at the Emmy® 
awards that fall.

As disheartening as it may be, that line is 
very true even today. Demographics that are 
often ignored in American politics—the poor, 
the young, the disabled, and people of color—
have disproportionately low percentages of 
voter-turnout. On the flip-side, special interest 
groups that are disproportionally represented—
seniors, labor unions, and corporate interests—
have incredibly high turnout rates, especially in 
close races.

In the last three years, anyone who does not 
live in a cave on a remote island knows that the 
Tea Party has effectively taken control of the 
American Government, and depending on how 
you look at it, taken the country hostage in the 
process. Almost a year ago, a movement with 
arguably more fervor and manpower, Occupy 
Wall Street, rose to critical mass fighting for 
what they called “a global revolution.” But 
unlike the Tea Party, the Occupy movement has 
more or less failed to gain so much as a single 
seat in any legislative body in the country, let 
alone any serious influence.

In January, I wrote a blog post in which I 
said that the reason for the stark difference was 
the direction in which each group decided to 
move. (When I wrote the piece, it drew a lot of 
criticism from the Left, but in recent months 
it has moved to the mainstream.) After a few 
months of protesting, funded by the Koch 
Brothers and other right-wing groups, the Tea 
Party began organizing and running their own 
candidates in key districts across the country—
even stealing the seat of the late Senator Ted 
Kennedy (who would’ve though a Republican 
could win in Massachusetts?). 

The Occupy movement, on the other hand, 
took on a philosophy that discouraged taking 
part in “the system” in any way, modifying 
their mantra to read “the only solution is global 
revolution.” Anyone who held elected office, no 
matter who they were, where they came from, 
or what they stood for, became an integral 
part of a system deemed to be inherently evil, 
and was deemed to be complicit in the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by corporate 
interests.

Needless to say, the movement made no 
effort to have their voices heard in the political 
system, and it is because of that, in my opinion, 

that they have little to no influence in American 
Politics.

A few weeks ago, I was having a discussion 
with a colleague of mine—who, by the way, 
is politically-savvy and generally active—in 
which he challenged “give me one reason why 
I should go vote come November.” Even if he 
wanted to vote for Obama or Romney, he lives 
in New York, and it is highly unlikely that his 
vote would make the slightest of differences.

To this day, I’m not sure if I convinced 
him, but I reminded him that on top of the 
presidential election, there are a lot of important 
local and state elections this year. But I went a 
step further to remind him that in the last year, 
Brooklyn has seen some very close races, and 
more importantly, politicians do not respond 
to constituents. Period. They respond to voters, 
and often times, though it seems a difference in 
semantics, there is a serious difference between 
the two. I told him that if he were to not vote, he 
loses his right to hold any grievance against his 
representatives, and in essence forfeits his voice 
in the democratic process.

This year, more than ever, it is imperative 
that young people turn out in droves to the 
voting booths, in both the primaries and the 
general election. In the presidential campaign, 
the Republican Party hasn’t so much as feigned 
making an effort to court “the youth vote” and 
their democratic counterparts seem to think 
that our support is virtually guaranteed.

I don’t need to tell you why that is wrong on so 
many levels (though I will anyway). The largest 
problems facing our country—entitlement 
reform, the economy, and the future of our 
country—are all issues that are of the utmost 
importance to us young people—much more 
so than seniors and special interest groups.

For college students, this year’s elections are 
even more important. Economists predict that 
the next major bubble to face the economy will 
be student loan debt, which in May surpassed 
one-trillion dollars in the United States alone. In 
the last few months, Congress took up the issue 
of dealing with interest rates on federal student 
loans, and we had to deal with the possibility 
of those rates being instantly doubled. We need 
more representatives and senators who will 
stand up for our future instead of their super-
PACs.

For us CUNY students, the state elections 
are even more important. Unlike private 
universities, much of what happens on our 
campus is dictated by the City, and (more so) 
State legislatures. We need people in the City 
Council who are willing to stand up to the 
NYPD and fight against illegal surveillance of 
our students. We need councilmen who are 
willing to stand up to the Mayor and Speaker 

Quinn and demand funding restorations for the 
Vallone Scholarship, the Black-Male Initiative 
(E.R.I.S.), and funding for other key programs.

We need representatives in Albany who 
are willing to stand up to Governor Cuomo 
and move us away from the eerily named 
“rational” tuition hikes, representatives who 
are ready to help the University streamline its 
own procurement saving schools thousands 
upon thousands of dollars every year, and 
representatives who believe that the inability 
to pay should never be the barrier between a 
student and her future.

This fall, the Office of Civic Engagement, 
with the help of other groups, will be kicking 
off its annual voter-registration drive. If you 
are not yet registered to vote, do it! You have 
nothing to lose, but everything to gain. Later 
this semester, the University will be kicking off 
its “CUNY Votes” campaign, making sure our 
students have a visible presence all over the city 
on Election Day. Get your Brooklyn College 
shirts, and instead of occupying the streets, we 
can occupy the voting booths, and occupy the 
agenda.

This year, let’s take our future into our 
own hands, and take control of the decisions 
that affect our future. On September 13, and 
again on November 6, let us enter a new era of 
New York Politics, one in which every group. 
Especially the youth, have a true say in the 
democratic and decision making processes; 
but, as Jed Bartlett said, we have to show up 
first.

The author is currently serving as the Speaker 
of the CLAS Assembly at Brooklyn College. The 
opinions in this article solely reflect those of 
the author; not those of Night Call, the CLAS 
Assembly, or CLAS Student Government.

Get Out. Show Up. Take Control.
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Voter ID Laws, Education and Responsibilities

By: Dov Hirsch

“It’s your voice, make it count” 
has become a popular slogan 
featured on many commercials 
and billboards throughout the 
country. 

Now let me ask you a question: 
Would you let a random person 
you saw on the street make an 
important life-altering decision for 
you, even though he or she knows 
absolutely nothing about this 
particular decision? Any sensible 
person would obviously answer 
that they would most certainly not. 
So then why is uneducated voting 
not only allowed, but encouraged? 

Electing an official, especially 
the president of the United 
States, is a decision will has vast 
consequences. The president is responsible 
for the direction of the entire country, and 
when you vote you are not only helping to 
decide your future, but the future of a nation. 
Therefore, just because you have a voice does 
not mean you should use it. Consequently, the 
slogan should read, “You have a voice, so go 
educate yourself on the candidates and their 
policies and then use your voice.”

However, all too often we see that this 
common-sense idea is disregarded as there 
is widespread encouragement of uneducated 
voting. People are being told to vote even 
though they have no idea of the ideas espoused 
by the candidate that they support! A famous 
YouTube video caused a stir back in the 
2008 presidential election in which someone 
would stop random people on the street and 
ask them if they agreed with a certain policy 
of the candidate they had decided to vote for. 
Of course they all said that they completely 
agree with that policy. What the reporter did 
not tell them was that the particular policy he 
had asked them about was actually the other 
candidate’s view, thus vividly displaying how 
little thought and knowledge goes into the 
average vote. 

Unfortunately, even when people do 
pay attention, the news media ignores the 
important issues, and instead distracts people 
with gossip and other insignificancies. While 
sensible people scream out in disgust, the 
majority of voters tend to make their decisions 
based on this silliness.

Take the controversy over the recent Voter 
ID laws, one of which was just upheld in 
Pennsylvania and another in Virginia. What 
exactly is the controversy? How can there even 
be an argument whether an individual should 

verify his or her legality to vote? It seems that 
they believe that there should be no laws and 
measures enacted so that voter fraud should 
not occur.  Dissenters argue that these laws 
are a Republican plot that disproportionately 
affects minorities who often do not have 
proper ID and tend to vote Democratic. This 
argument is clearly nonsense. The authors of 
the law included various ways to ensure that 
any legal voter can easily receive proper ID at 
little or no cost. Additionally, ensuring against 
fraud is simply a logical common sense policy 
that every government has the responsibility 
to maintain. Even if cases of fraud are rare as 
some argue, the integrity of the election is lost if 
the possibility of fraudulent votes are possible. 
Protecting against fraud should be a standard, 
even if the risk is small. 

In addition, I believe that these laws have 
another, and perhaps, an even greater benefit. 
If anyone can vote without any preparation 
whatsoever, then the prospect of convincing 
people to vote is extremely easy even if the 
voter is completely clueless about the election. 
People can easily be manipulated to vote for 
certain candidates if told the proper sob story. 
Voter ID laws ensure that, at least at some 
level, only people who actually take interest 
in the vote, hopefully through knowledge of 
the issues and policies, are the ones who vote. 
If actual effort is needed to cast a ballot, then 
perhaps the people who would have voted 
because someone called them and told them to 
vote would be dissuaded, and only the people 
who care would actually vote. I would even 
venture to say that this point is at the core of the 
controversy over these ID law, but of course, no 
one would ever admit that. 

The question is what came first, the chicken 
or the egg? Are politicians and news stations 

just catering to their audience, 
who only care about meaningless 
side points and how likable things 
are? Or did side points emerge 
because ten second sound bites 
and ten minute news segments 
slowly influenced us until 
eventually we sincerely thought 
that the likeability of a candidate 
is an actual meaningful issue?

News stations rarely discuss 
the actual issues. The future of 
Medicare is discarded because 
one candidate is more “likable”. 
Growing or decreasing the size 
of government is pushed aside 
because one candidate tied a dog 
to his car while the other ate dog 
as a child. The media would rather 
discuss political implications of 
positions, statements, and gaffes 

instead of important problems.  When real 
debates arise, they are abruptly disrupted to 
talk about the political implications and how it 
will be “viewed.”. This is the problem; it should 
be the complete opposite! The intricate details 
of each plan, not the insignificant details about 
the candidate’s personal lives, should not only 
should be discussed, but must be discussed, 
repeated, and taught to the American 
people. It is crucial that the voter know and 
understand these differences, and take them 
into consideration when casting the vote on 
Election Day. We should be welcoming such 
a debate and intently pondering both sides of 
this issue as well as every other. The fate of our 
country is at stake. 

Are you planning on voting this November? 
Did you decide who you’re voting for already? 
If so, ask yourself: Why are you voting for that 
particular candidate? Do you know his plans 
to save us from falling off the financial cliff? 
His plan to salvage Medicare? How about his 
policies to ensure national security? If you 
don’t, then I implore of you to apply some 
effort and research both candidate’s policies 
before you vote so that come Election Day you 
will cast a meaningful and educated vote. If 
you don’t want to research, then perhaps, for 
our country’s sake, you should reconsider.

  Photo By: Commercialappeal.com      

Voters Flooding To Voting Booths in Droves During Elections
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The Iranian Threat Against Israel
By: Cindy Sobel

In recent weeks, Iranian President, Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, has made it clear that Iran has the 
nuclear capability to attack Israel.  The Jerusalem 
Post reports that in a speech held at the Tehran 
rally in honor of Jerusalem Day, President 
Ahmadinejad called Israel a “tool to dominate 
the Middle East” and an “insult to all humanity.”  
Ironically, he claims that Israel and Zionism are 
“against the preservation of all human rights and 
human dignity.” 

Despite Israeli demands, Iran has refused to 
cease their nuclear weapons program claiming 
that it is meant for peaceful not military purposes. 
Additionally, they have publicly supported 
Hezbollah, an organization that openly states 
that they have precision rockets that could kill 
tens of thousands of Israelis and eradicate the 
Jewish State.

In a United Nations statement, Secretary 
General Ban Ki-Moon has called out President 
Ahmadinejad on his comments saying that they 
are “offensive and inflammatory.” However, the 
United States, due to its upcoming Presidential 
elections this November, has stayed relatively 
quiet throughout this conflict, instead of 
intervening on behalf of its ally, Israel. While 
Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and 
Defense Minister Ehud Barak seek American 
support for a pre-emptive attack on the Iranian 
nuclear facilities, the White House remains 
impartial, so that it will not have to explain 
during the campaign why the United States is 
fighting in another Middle-Eastern conflict.  
With all the uncertainty and threats, Israel braces 

itself for another war. 
Since its founding sixty four years ago, Israel’s 

enemies have made it clear that a Jewish State 
in the Middle-East is unacceptable. In the wars 
that followed, Israel beat back its attackers and 
defended its right to exist. Even now, with Israel 
considered by some to be the most powerful 
country in the Middle-East, its citizens live 
with the premonition that war is right around 
the corner. Israeli Newspapers urge citizens 
to purchase gas masks, prepare safe rooms in 
their houses, and learn to recognize the sirens 
that alert people of an incoming missile barrage. 
However, never has Israel been faced with 
the challenge of having to defend itself from a 
madman that could wipe the country off the face 
of the Earth with the push of a single button. 
Israelis refuse to cower in fear; they defiantly 
walk the streets with their head held high going 
about their daily business. Nevertheless, in the 
back of their minds, they know that the clouds 
of war hang over their heads.  

  As American residents, we cannot 
contemplate what this feels like. I remember 
September 11th and the reverberations that it 
sent through the country. 9/11 was the first act 
of foreign terrorism on American soil, and for 
a short time, people did not take their safety for 
granted; Americans walked with apprehension 
and fear that another terrorist attck would 
occur at any moment. Thankfully, as time went 
on, the fear dissipated and people went on 
with their normal lives. The increased security 
that was lauded as a response to the attacks 
is now viewed as nuisances; there are even 
controversies about the safety measures taken to 

ensure there is never another 9/11. Americans 
even complain about taking off their shoes at 
the airport. Conversely, daily life in Israel is a 
reflection of security concerns. Outside of every 
large store there is a guard to check your bag 
for explosives or weapons. There are long lines 
to get into shopping malls because everyone 
must pass through metal detectors.  All buses 
must be bulletproof and cars are inspected at 
every city interchange. No one complains about 
these security measures because they realize that 
without them many more people would die.   

On a recent trip to Israel, I was twice evacuated 
from the Central Bus Station because a bag was 
left unattended.  We all know the slogan “if you 
see something, say something;” we think of it as 
a nice catchphrase but not really something that 
pertains to us. However, when you are outside 
of a building that is under lockdown because no 
one knows whether there is a bomb about to go 
off, you start to get an appreciation about how 
Israelis go about their lives. 

As Americans, we need to be grateful for the 
freedom from fear that we are able to have. Yes, 
our enemies hate us and would love to inflict 
heavy casualties on innocent Americans, but 
on the average day, you would be hard pressed 
to find someone that actually is thinking about 
that. 

Israelis, on the other hand, must live with 
the constant threat of war. While diplomacy is 
preferable, in the end, Israel will once again have 
to fight its enemies to avert complete destruction.

Continued from Front Cover

They know that this is the place that we were born and raised.” At worst, this 
was a bad joke made by the Republican nominee. Yet, it set off a firestorm 
with the Obama campaign condemning the “attack.” All of this despite the 
fact that “the governor has always said, and has repeatedly said, he believes 
the president was born here in the United States.” 

 In all the uproar, the rest of the speech was forgotten. The AP 
reported that “Romney’s comments overshadowed an enthusiastic rally 
where he otherwise devoted himself to criticizing Obama’s economic 
record and laying out a prescription of fiscal discipline, regulatory overhaul, 
and freer markets to create more jobs and energize the private sector.” I 
found no articles mentioning the details of that “prescription”. It seems the 
media decided that these “comments overshadowed” the rest of Governor 
Romney’s speech, and therefore reported it that way.  

 Perhaps that was better reporting than Orlando Salinas of CBS 
affiliate WDBJ-TV. During the interview, he told Paul Ryan that he’s a 
“straight-shooter” and didn’t like “gotcha” questions. I completely agree with 
this idea yet seem to differ with Salinas about the definition of a “gotcha” 

question. The (as far as I can tell serious) interview included a question 
about the congressman’s preference of asparagus over cake.  “Having a piece 
of cake is just like having asparagus, as far as I’m concerned, so I’m, well, 
eat the asparagus then,” said Ryan. I doubt that many voters will be making 
up their minds based off of this tidbit of information, yet it got picked up as 
national news.

 So to both candidates: tell us what you believe. Lay out specific plans 
to fix our troubles. Raise the standard of debate. Offer us a “choice between 
two very different plans for our nation”. To the media: do your job! Every 
year at the White House Correspondents Dinner, the free press is lauded for 
its work in vetting politicians and making sure they work for the American 
people. This year, will we be congratulating hard hitting journalism pieces 
about asparagus? I hope not. But if we are not given options to vote for, we 
essentially lose our vote and lose our freedom. 

Political Choice?
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By: Joseph Langer

In a world of ever-changing technology, 
companies are finding ways to side-step 
tax issues through new technology, 
while governments 
are left chasing 
this disappearing 
revenue. The newest 
technology that 
many companies 
are utilizing is called 
cloud computing. It 
is something that 
many of us use on 
a daily basis, even 
if we don’t know 
exactly what it is.  

There are 
numerous ways 
in which we make 
use of these clouds. 
If you use Gmail, 
YouTube, Facebook 
or countless 
other popular 
applications you 
are “in the cloud” as 
today’s lingo goes.  
Online photo sharing is another way on 
how people use clouds, often without 
even realizing it. If you go on a trip and 
want to make your friends jealous, you 
can take pictures and upload them to 
one of countless photo sharing websites 
for everyone to see. Lastly, online 
storage systems, such as Google Drive 
or Dropbox, are easy to use and let you 
access, and more importantly edit, your 
files from anywhere. 

In the business world, cloud computing 
is a lot more complicated than the simple 
everyday programs we use. But for our 
purposes we can define cloud computing 
as the intangible transfer of software over 
the Internet.

A recent article by Bloomberg 
News discusses how governments are 
clambering to get back the revenues they 
are losing because tax law has not caught 

up to this new technology. More and 
more companies are switching over from 
face to face delivery of tangible goods 
to put more emphasis (and make more 
money) on cloud delivery systems. This 

is causing immense losses in sales tax 
revenue for many governments. Some 
state governments, including Texas 
and New York, have already caught 
on by redefining their sales tax laws 
to incorporate this new technology. A 
few days ago, Massachusetts amended 
their tax law to alleviate this problem. 
The new law states that if a resident of 
Massachusetts uses a product and the 
consumer needs a license to run the 
program, then the seller is liable for sales 
tax. The logic behind this is because 
under tax law something must change 
hands in order to be considered a sale, 
and cloud technology can definitely fall 
under this category.    

 Here is where the governments 
are having a problem. Even if their sales 
tax laws include services, (which cloud 
computing may be doing) the inevitable 

question arises. How is the seller is 
taxed? Do we look at where their offices 
are located, where their cloud is, where 
the sale was made or some combination 
of the three? Companies are seeing rapid 

growth in their 
revenue figures 
because of this new 
te chnolog y—not 
only because of 
the sales tax break, 
(which is not a direct 
savings because 
sales tax is taken 
from the customer 
and remitted to 
the government. 
Nevertheless, this 
overall lower price 
to the customer does 
give the company 
a competitive 
advantage), but also 
because it opens 
up international 
opportunities. 

 In my opinion, 
most states will 
ultimately catch 

up and in the near future tax cloud 
computing. Some states—namely those 
that are business friendly—may not tax 
the clouds in the hope that businesses 
move into that state. This may be 
beneficial to those states because as we 
have seen, cloud computing is usually 
synonymous with higher revenues, 
which in turn yields higher income tax 
revenue if companies move into company 
friendly states.

Taxing the Clouds
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By: Shlomit Kraitenberger

Have you ever taken a personality test?  If you 
have, you are one of the many that is constantly 
fascinated with what other people can tell you 
about yourself.  From advanced evaluations 
done by PHD professionals that can cost 
hundreds of dollars, to the free app download 
of “Fun Quizzes” or any of the like, we have all, 
in some ways, gotten a self-evaluation.  But can 
they really make a difference?

 There are many different personality 
tests.  There are Jung Typology Tests which are 
broken down into four categories: Extrovert 
or Introvert, Sensing or Intuitive, Feeling or 
Thinking, Judgment or Perception.  The test 
places you in a four letter acronym category say 
for example, “ISTJ” which would be Introvert, 
Sensitive, Thinking, Judging.  There is also 
“The Big Five” tests which splits all traits into 
five traits: Social or Reserved, Limbic or Calm, 
Organized or Unstructured, Accommodating or 
Egocentric, Non-curious or Inquisitive. There 
is also a relatively new test called MOTIV and 
this test splits personality into five components 
as well:  Materialist or Subjectivist, Offbeat or 
Conventional, Thinking or Emotional, Intimate 
or Withholding, Vital or Depressed.  There are 

also left brain versus right brain tests, Intelligence 
tests, Multi-Perspective Tests etcetera. 

 According to psychologist Robert G 
Heyward, the real reason for a personality test 
and the true reason that they are important is 
because they give us self-awareness. “Real self-
awareness enables us to understand and live 
with all the things we do not really wish to know, 
admit, or believe about ourselves.  It also levels 
us; makes us realize we are all human, limited, 
and that none of us has a claim to any more or 
less importance than another.”  Self-awareness is 
what fuels happy relationships.  It is what helps 
each person relate to another and allows each and 
every one of us to realize what our imperfections 
are and fix them. 

  So can taking a personality test really 
change you?  If you take the right one and 
understand that the faults that you are born 
with can be turned into your greatest strengths 
then it can.  If you allow yourself to be one of 
the multitude and prone to the same faults 
as others it can humble you and help you be a 
better person.  Am I a proponent of personality 
tests?  After taking the Jung Typology test and 
slowly reading my personality’s strengths and 
weakness—YES! Do I think that it is the be all 
and end all to all the world’s problems—NO! But 

it is definitely a big step in a person’s personal 
development and a stepping stone to becoming 
a person that is respected and loved.

 As a Business Management Major, the 
career application of Robert Heyward’s self-
awareness theory was all too clear.  Human 
Resources, Sales, Administrative jobs--these 
all require an understanding of people and 
how they relate to the world around them.  
Understanding how you view something 
and how others view it is the key to smooth 
relationships.  Using newfound self-awareness 
to better your relationship with your peers, boss, 
and co-workers will help lubricate your path 
to your ultimate career goals, no matter what 
industry you are in.   

To take the Jung Typology go to HumanMetrics.
com for other tests got to SimilarMinds.
com.  For type portraits (Jung Typology) go to 
personalitypage.com and go to portraits.

By: Jaimie Brick

The phrase is ‘winter blues,’ but I think there is 
a season that’s even more depressing…summer. 
Is there a season that feels more pressure?  We 
put a tremendous amount of emphasis on 
having an “awesome summer.” We plan months 
in advance—dreaming up vacations, beach 
time, spending the long days lying outside doing 
nothing with our friends. Summer contains 
three months of absolute freedom, for students, 
at least. But is all that planning detrimental 
to our summers? Is it causing us to have lazy, 
unproductive summers that leave us scrambling 
to do something “exciting” by August’s end?

   Throughout the year, we count down the 
days, ticking them off on our calendars, until we 
finish the semester. All around campus people 
can be heard voicing their summer plans: “I’m 
going to Spain!” “I’m tanning all day, every 
day!”  and so on. From the last day of summer 
vacation, we begin planning for next year. The 
pressure rises gradually.

   In the early days of summer, we are thrilled 
to finally be rid of the school year. Cue the 
parties. We go out, we celebrate…we pretty 
much do ANYTHING but school work. And we 

continue planning out our long summers with 
our friends—movie nights, days at the beach, 
etc. But as the summer progresses, we fall into 
the pattern of those ‘lazy hazy days of summer,’ 
and all our ideas fall to the wayside. We take 
advantage of the fact that we have three entire 
months to accomplish all that we planned, and 
we push them off. We push them so far, in fact, 
that usually most of those plans fall through 
completely.

   We hold summers to a very high standard—
too high in fact, for the season to reach its peak. 
The summer almost seems to rebel against our 
wishes and then, in retrospect, we believe we 
had a worse summer than we actually did simply 
because we didn’t have the season we dreamt 
up months before. The tail end of summer 
is met with a combination of feelings: dread 
that summer is coming to a close and school 
is starting again, regret that we didn’t have a 
so-called amazing summer, and sheer lack of 
motivation to do much at all. This combination 
makes for a drunken stupor of laziness and the 
desire to spend the end of summer holding on 
to the sunshine and the freedom, not chasing 
plans that once seemed absolutely essential for a 
‘fabulous summer.’

   So how do we prevent this summer bummer 
attitude?

1. “I’m going to travel the entire world in 
30 days.” Don’t think so big. Make feasible, fun 
plans that can actually be followed through.

2. “I’ll do it tomorrow.” Procrastination 
doesn’t just happen during the school year. If 
you made plans, stick to them. If you didn’t, be 
spontaneous. Don’t let your summer unravel 
before your eyes.

3. “Fifteen days until school starts…” Throw 
out your calendars to stop the summer-end 
dread. Just make sure you don’t miss the first day 
of classes.

   Summer is three months of what should be 
absolute bliss. Go out, stay in, do whatever you 
want. It’s your time—it’s your summer. But make 
it happen. And if you missed out on this past 
summer…well, it’s almost Labor Day!!

Personality Tests: Can They Make a Difference?
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By: Bracha Gold

With the fall semester and new school 
year approaching, many of us students have 
those feelings of a new, fresh desire to succeed 
and accomplish whatever goals we may have 
set for ourselves. Whether it is achieving 
academic goals, becoming socially active in 
school functions, or even striving towards 
professional connections and positions, we all 
look forward to a more successful year than the 
year before. With this feeling of a “fresh slate” 
lying before us, it is the perfect opportunity 
to put forth new efforts towards a healthier 
daily lifestyle. Studies show time and time 
again, that students who keep regular meal 
patterns and involve themselves in some sort 
of physical activity during the semester, have 
proven to be more successful in their overall 
academics than those who don’t. Therefore, 

let us review some health and wellness tips. 
By doing your best to uphold these ideas, not 
only will you feel good about yourself that you 
are working towards a healthier lifestyle, but 
in fact, you will feel better physically and have 
the strength to tackle whatever may come 
your way.

As we begin upon this journey, I would 
encourage you to take a few minutes and really 
think about what you will be eating this school 

year. A diet based on whole foods, rather than 
the packaged, processed, synthesized foods 
we have become dependent on, can be an 
effective long-term strategy to creating a life 
of wellness and health for yourself. The food 
we eat affects our ability to concentrate (and 
regulate), the way we feel, and our overall 
health. Many studies have linked eating real, 
whole foods to a better ability to concentrate 
and increased achievement in school. While 
it isn’t magic, it can definitely help give us the 
extra boost we need to make it through our 
day.

First and foremost, before talking about 
making healthier food choices, the most 
important factor in attaining a healthier 
lifestyle is planning. Just as you make time in 
your busy schedule to watch your favorite TV 
shows, walk your dog and even study for exams, 
planning specific times to eat your meals can 

make all the difference 
in your daily activities. 
Although it may seem silly, 
plan the night before what 
times you will set aside for 
yourself to eat. This alone 
will help you to eat less on-
the-go, processed foods and 
rather choose to sit down 
to eat a prepared meal. In 
addition to the planning of 
times to eat your breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, making 
time to prepare your meals 
the night before or even 
over the weekend is a great 
timesaver and tip to making 
healthier food choices. 
By preparing your meal 
beforehand as opposed 
to grabbing something at 
the school cafeteria, you 
give yourself the ability to 
control what goes into your 
food and maintain a regular 

daily diet. 
Be sure that the foods you include in your 

meal are wholesome, filling and nutrient-
dense. You want your meals to be made up 
of quick and easy-to-eat foods that contain 
a proper balance of carbohydrates, proteins 
and fats as well as fruits and vegetables. For 
example, a granola bar along with a yogurt 
for breakfast, or the good old sandwich with a 
spread and some mix of vegetables can be easy 

and nutrient-dense meals. It is best to stay 
away from “filler” foods such as chips, cookies, 
sweets and other bagged snacks, as these will 
not provide you with the proper nutrition 
your body really needs. They will only satisfy 
you temporarily. The most basic way to make 
sure that your meals are well balanced is to go 
through the MyPyramid model that we have 
all learned in elementary school in your mind 
and make sure to eat foods from each food 
group. This activity will help you make wiser 
and better food choices throughout your day.

Incorporating time into your daily schedule 
to work out or do some sort of exercise is 
something that will make a great difference in 
your everyday activities. Even if you just give 
yourself that one half hour a night or even a 
few times a week, you will see and notice that 
difference. For those of you who think that it 
is impossible to make time for leisure exercise, 
try looking for areas in your daily activities 
where you can increase your physical activity. 
For example, you can walk to school instead 
of taking the bus or train, or even take the 
stairs to your classes instead of taking the 
elevator. After getting in the habit of regularly 
exercising, not only will you be happy with 
your achievement, but you will also feel better 
physically. You will start realizing you are less 
lethargic throughout the day and that you can 
even run to class or race up flights of stairs 
without getting short of breath.

Overall, these ideas are just basic guidelines 
to help you think on your own of ways to 
create a healthier daily lifestyle. Anything 
more you can do is of course beneficial for 
yourself, and will only lead to greater positive 
outcomes. Good luck with the new semester, 
and stay healthy!

Photo By: burnfatstayhealthy.com



Entertainment

By: Norman Gamss

In around 2 months we will be choosing our 
next President and what better way to get into 
the election spirit than to watch Will Ferrell and 
Zach Galifianakis go at it in The Campaign? After 
all had these been the 2 presidential candidates 
this year I’d probably have more interest in the 
race than I currently do. Now that you know my 
political views here’s a review of the movie. 

 The Campaign tells the story of 
Democratic congressman Cam Brady (Ferrell), 
and Republican Marty Huggins (Galifianakis), 
his surprising opponent to represent the 14th 
district of North Carolina. Brady, an experienced 
congressman who plans on running for his 5th 
term unopposed, is surprised when Huggins 
announces his candidacy. Huggins, the dim-
witted  son of multi-millionaire Raymond 
Huggins, is hired to run for office by the 
Motch brothers, corrupt businessmen who are 
associates of his father, in order to help them 
gain control of the district so that they can 
make profits off it. Huggins is introduced into 
the political world during a dinner where Brady 
humiliates him by showing embarrassing videos. 
Following the dinner the Motch brothers hire 
Tim Wattley to help revamp Huggins’ image and 
act as his campaign adviser.  Following Wattley’s 
hiring the campaigns officially begin and that’s 
when all hell breaks loose. The two sides start 

to use smear tactics that become increasingly 
extravagant as the movie goes on.

 Many critics are billing The Campaign as 
a political satire, but they are missing the boat. 
Sure there are nods to past political miscues, for 
example one of the candidates has a fondness of 

emailing pictures of his junk to women, however 
for the most part it doesn’t work as a satire. 
Satire’s have to have a level of believability in 
order to be effective but The Campaign is so over 
the top that nothing can be taken seriously and 
any potential criticism on the reality of political 
campaigns fall by the wayside. 

 What The Campaign is in actuality is 
just a plain goofball comedy starring two of 
the biggest comedy stars in the industry. The 
fact is The Campaign is a movie best enjoyed 
with your brain turned off for 90 minutes. All 
thought processes should be left at the door 
before watching this and just enjoy the mindless 
comedy that will ensue. Is it the funniest Will 
Ferrell or Zach Galifianakis movie? No, but 
it’s still pretty darn funny. It has its fair share 
of laughs and is enjoyable if watched the right 
way. Just don’t go in thinking you’re getting the 
next Dr. Strangelove (a smart, satirical comedy 
from the 60’s for all of you who didn’t get the 
reference).   

Movie Review: The Campaign

People Who Take Up Two 
Parking Spots:

I mean, how hard is it to park 
normally? You all know what I’m 
talking about. Over the course of 
the week there is always that one 
completely selfish moron who 
decides that he is worthy of having 
two parking spots all to himself. 
One is not enough. This certified 
douchebag decides that he needs 
two spots for his car. And it always 
happens when you need the parking 
spot the most. Murphy’s Law, right? 
Well anyways, you are then forced 
to circle repeatedly to find a spot 
because this guy couldn’t move up 
another five feet. He has to walk 
that extra five feet anyway to go to 
his destination so it’s not like he is 
saving any time. Might as well drive 
the five feet and give someone else a 
chance to park.

I would propose that behavior 
in this manner should be a crime 

punishable by up to eight months in 
prison, and a permanent suspension 
of the perpetrators driver’s license, 
but I know that this will never 
happen. Most people don’t consider 
this to be an egregious offense like 
I do. After all, you can always find 
another spot. What’s the big deal if 
one person decides to take up two 
spots?

Well here is the big deal. Forget 
about the end result of this guys 
action and take a look at the selfish 
behavior that caused it. This person 
clearly has no common decency if 
he can’t take an extra 3 seconds to 
park normally and allow another 
person to park in front or behind 
him. 

An analogy: Imagine if you were 
lost in a desert and are ravenous 
for even the slightest amount of 
water. Then in the distance you see 
a passerby wandering your way 
with two large bottles of water. 
This is too good to be true. It has 

to be a mirage of some sort. Then, 
as the man gets closer and closer, 
a glimmer of hope starts to ignite 
in you. You begin to realize that 
he is very much real and so are his 
two ice-cold Poland Spring water 
bottles. You are overcome with 
relief and you start to cry out of the 
sheer joy of the situation. 

What does this man do? He 
finishes drinking his water bottle 
and promptly pours out the other 
one onto the dry desert sand.

While this example may be a little 
extreme, my point stands. When 
you are dying for a parking spot that 
you need ASAP you see an empty 
spot in the distance. So overcome 
with relief at this too-good-to-be-
true spot that you are overwhelmed 
with joy. Then as you approach, 
you see that it only looks like a spot 
because one car is situated in an 
area that can luxuriously fit two.

Is this the type of culture that 
we want to pass down to our 

children? I think not. Even though 
these actions may seem harmless 
enough, they condone selfishness, 
arrogance and society’s tolerance 
for this behavior. That is why I am 
of the belief that people who take 
up two spots for one car should 
be punished severely by the law. 
But I know that our incompetent 
government is too busy pissing 
away our nation’s money (or 
China’s money as all of our money 
seems to be borrowed from them) 
than to deal with the serious issues 
that subconsciously influence the 
behavior of our nation’s youth. So 
I propose that the next time you 
come across a car parked in the 
aforementioned manner, promptly 
walk up to the front right tire, pull 
out a pocketknife and slash the crap 
out of it.

--By an upstanding United States 
citizen

You Know What Really Grinds My Gears...
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Entertainment
My Battle with Insomnia

By: Jonathan Steinmetz

A slender ray of unchecked light mocked 
me from behind the closed door. Its feeble glow 
struck the black of my eyes, those weary fading 
dots, egging me to blur out the last remaining 
hint of anything not pitch-dark. There would 
be no sleep otherwise. This was my life for a 
year. Without the complete and total absence 
of light, a feat still claimed to be impossible by 
most particle physicists, I could not sleep. Bath 
towels needed to be violently jammed around 
my bedroom doorframe, a raggedy baseball 
cap blocked the keyhole, more towels covered 
curtains covering windows, the measures I took 
were none short of lunacy. Unfortunately, this 
was only the start of my spiral.

Soon after I solved the light problem, it 
didn’t matter anymore. Even in the absolute 
dead of night, sleep was just a dream. It became 
a pillar in the distance, something I strove 
for, but could never reach. I spent the nights 
turning back and forth, trying to remember if I 
had ever slept before, and how and when I ever 
got there. I thought that if I could only position 
myself in exactly the same way I was when I 
fell asleep in the past, perhaps I could end this 
hellish nightmare. I recalled riding the subway 
once going to the Museum of Natural History, 
and dozing off on the shoulder of a rather 
large unsuspecting gentleman with a brownish 
goatee. So I grabbed a couple of pillows and 
tore off two towels from the suddenly gleaming 
curtains and formed a makeshift ersatz of my 
train ride human head shield. I leaned on its 
side and thought of all the dinosaur bones and 
stuffed tigers I was about to see. Disappointment 
was right around the bend, though; there were 
no dinosaurs and there certainly was no sleep. 

Without even a question posed, the 
solutions came pouring in. Friends, relatives, 
and a lot of old people all seemed to have the 
answer to my shuteye problem. I decided to 
keep a list of all the possibilities, crossing them 
out until I found the truth. I started with the 
most popular suggestion, counting sheep. A 
myth if ever there was one, I closed my eyes 
and transformed into the farmer I always knew 
I could be. As each sheep walked through the 
pen gate, I spit a hunk of tobacco onto the grass, 
and laid down the count. When I hit four-fifty 
I could see we were running out of sheep, so 
I improvised and began using the rest of the 
livestock, too. Unfortunately, the chickens kept 
flapping themselves back across the pen, so I 
called cousin Ricky to help push them to one 
side. Still, in all likelihood I probably counted 
a few of them twice. Sheep, chickens, cows, two 
horses, nothing could knock me out.

Next on the list was the seemingly facile 
task of reading oneself to sleep. According to 
my great-uncle Stu, only the most downright 
boring material was suitable for this plan. So 
I marched into the nearest public library and 
searched for the most recent tax code books, 
preferably the ones translated back into old 
English. I found two, and for the next week 
and a half, I took them both to bed. After about 
eight days I realized I wasn’t going to be getting 
much sleep, but at that point I was already a 
certified accountant in thirty-one states and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. I left the books behind, and 
moved on to number three, warm milk. This 
just seemed like a gross perversion of the true 
nature of things, and I crossed it out with no 
misgivings.

Frustrated as I was with this ridiculous 
checklist, I decided that a doctor’s visit might do 
some good. My friend set up an appointment 
for me at a top doctor in the Lower East Side 
of Manhattan, and from the start I was a 
little thrown by my surroundings. Walking 
in, I was struck by a framed Nietzsche quote 
hanging on the wall of the office; something 
about finally killing yourself since you’re 
already dead anyways. Turned out he wasn’t a 
medical doctor at all, but a PhD in existential 
philosophy. I asked him for a quick physical, 
and he reluctantly obliged to at least take my 
blood pressure. He squeezed a paperback copy 
of Kierkegaard’s “Fear and Trembling” around 
my arm, and counted backwards from sixty. 
When we were finished, I told him all about my 
sleeping troubles. He chuckled for a moment, 
and then explained to me that it’s entirely 
possible my whole life is a dream, and that in 
an infinite universe there is no black and white, 
no sleep and awake; finite numbers and objects 

don’t exist in reality. Then he had the secretary 
hand me a bill for seventy five dollars. 

With the nights not getting any easier, a 
trip to the sleep center was my final option, the 
end of this bitter road. Walking through the 
swinging doors, several long white lab coats, 
with people in them, sat me down onto a bed 
and stuck electrodes on my head. They shut 
out every light, and crept back behind the dark 
glass window, waiting to observe a sleep that 
would never come. I tried ignoring the narrow 
wires taped to my arms, and clearing my mind 
from the goo stuck to my forehead, but nothing 
worked. I was out of ideas; I had nothing left. 
Slowly, the lights started flickering on, one by 
one, and I could hear the creaking footsteps 
of tired doctors make their way to my room. 
With a low whoosh, the door swung open, and 
three of them stepped in front of me. The one 
with silver hair put his hand on my bedrail and 
leaned over my startled face. 

“Mr. Steinmetz?” 
“Yes.”
“Have you tried closing your eyes?”
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By: Michael Zoltan

For Hollywood, summer means one thing: 
“superheroes.” No movies appeal to crowds quite 
like superhero movies and this past summer was no 
exception. Between the web-slinging Spiderman 
and the juggernaut that was the Avengers, the 
fans were certainly not disappointed. However, 
as great as these films were, the crowds turned 
their attention to the 
most- anticipated 
hero movie of 
them all: “The 
Dark Knight Rises.” 
Crowds flocked to 
the theaters to catch 
a glimpse of their 
favorite millionaire 
vigilante (sorry Tony 
Stark). However, as 
I watched Batman 
flit around a city 
eerily modeled after 
Manhattan, I began 
to wonder how our 
city would react to a 
real-life superhero. 
Would his antics 
be considered 
legal or would 
law enforcement 
actively pursue 
his apprehension. 
Would the police 
and prosecutors 
turn a blind eye 
while he damaged property and accosted 
criminals simply because he was performing a 
public good? In almost every superhero movie, 
there comes a transition where the police cease 
trying to capture the hero and instead welcome 
his help. Would reality follow this pattern? 

There is a long list of actions for which Batman 
could potentially be criminally prosecuted. For 
starters, one cannot deny that Batman is guilty 
of breaking and entering. He often appears in 
private homes and offices in his effort to combat 
corruption. Often, Batman removes something 
from said property, which would be considered 
burglary.  Furthermore, his actions towards 
criminals can be constituted as harassment, 
assault, and, in some cases, even battery. Even 
smaller actions, like his unregistered batmobile 
and his propensity to drive above the speed limit, 
may be subject to legal action. 

Batman’s primary defense, however, would 
be that his actions constitute a citizen’s arrest. A 
citizen’s arrest is defined by the administration of 

criminal law by ordinary citizens who are not in 
affiliation with law enforcement. Furthermore, 
a citizen’s arrest protects the citizen from being 
criminally and civilly liable, but only if the arrest 
is conducted within certain strict parameters. 
For instance, whereas a police officer must have 
reasonable belief that a crime occurred to make 
an arrest, a citizen must have absolute surety that 
the individual committed a crime. Often, courts 

deem that the citizen must have personally 
witnessed the crime. Although a citizen is able 
to use physical force in making the arrest, the 
citizen must first notify the criminal that he 
is being arrested. Failure to comply with any 
aspect of this law would leave the citizen open to 
prosecution.

Batman, known for his marvelous detective 
skills, rarely personally views the crime in 
commission; instead, he pieces together a story 
from the microscopic clues that the police 
have overlooked. He also scarcely ever gives 
the criminals notice that he is arresting them. 
Although he may make the case that he is acting 
within his citizen’s rights, his failure to strictly 
abide by the legal procedure of a citizen’s arrest 
may leave him criminally accountable for any 
damage that he inflicts upon the criminal. 

Even if Batman would be legally deemed as 
having equal status as that of a police officer, our 
laws also have law enforcement on a tight leash. 
Police officers have the authority to administer 

only the minimum amount of force necessary to 
achieve their mission. The utilization of excessive 
force in these situations, like questioning 
individuals by hanging them from the tops 
of buildings, would be a violation of the Fifth 
Amendment. Additionally, the laws of search and 
seizure place strict guidelines on the police’s ability 
to enter, search, and find evidence of a crime, 
namely with the imposition of search warrants. 

Batman disabuses 
any notion of proper 
search and seizure 
procedure; he 
sneaks onto private 
property to obtain 
evidence that would 
most certainly be 
inadmissible in 
court. 

The hard truth 
is our laws would 
frown upon 
superheroes. Our 
legal regime affords 
no rationalization 
for vigilante justice 
or their retaliatory 
forces against 
wrongdoers. The 
legal society would 
reject the assistance 
of superheroes for 
the public good. 
Although Batman 
is solidified as the 
“good guy” in our 

minds, police officers would be forced to treat 
him as a criminal.  A real-life Batman would 
sadly never match the gloriously romanticized 
version portrayed in theaters. Somehow, I don’t 
see orange jumpsuit-clad Batman selling too well 
in toy stores.

Convicting the Caped Crusader

Entertainment

Bruce Wayne: Gotham’s Dark Knight
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Sports
Michael Phelps: Greatest Olympian Ever?

By: Steven Klein

When the people of ancient Greece came 
together in the 8th century B.C. to institute the 
Olympic Games, they simply had the desire to 
promote competitive athletics on a more lofty and 
dignified stage. Little did they know that many 
centuries later the Olympic Games would evolve 
into something much more than just a bunch 
of sporting events being showcased on a big 
stage, rather,  it would become an international 
spectacle in which over 10,000 competitors 
would represent over 200 nations, fighting to 
earn their country highly 
coveted medals. The 
games would also become 
a symbol of unity and 
promote nationalistic vibes 
throughout the world. 

      The 2012 summer 
Olympic Games was 
memorable in many ways. 
First and foremost, the 
evolution of the Olympic 
Games continued as the first 
ever double- amputee, Oscar 
Pistorious, participated 
in the men’s 400 meter 
race representing South 
Africa. The Olympics also 
showcased breathtaking 
moments, such as, the 
U.S. women’s soccer team’s 
triumphant last-second 
victory against Canada in 
the semi-finals, and Usain 
Bolt’s absolute dominance in professional 
sprinting, in which he captured three gold 
medals and earned international notoriety as the 
fastest athlete ever. But, above all else, stands a 
personal feat that had never been accomplished 
by anyone in the history of the Olympics. The 
accomplishment of Michael Phelps, who had 
earned the most medals in Olympic history with 
22, can be defined with one word: epic.

 For the fans that were present on July 31, 
2012, apprehension grew as Michael Phelps took 
center stage. In the eyes of many, this was going to 
be the day in which one man would accomplish 
a seemingly impossible feat. It was going to be 
an insurmountable task to say the least, but if 
one athlete was going to achieve greatness, it was 
going to be Phelps. From a young age, Michael 
dealt with many hardships. His parents’ messy 
divorce and his diagnosis of ADHD were two 
hurdles which he had to overcome, yet, at a young 
age he was still able to concentrate and focus on 
his swimming abilities. He was nothing short of 
a child prodigy, a wunderkind in every sense of 

the word. By the age of 10, he had already set a 
national record for fastest time, and by the age 
of 15 he would become the youngest swimmer 
ever to be admitted into the Olympics. Now, at 
27 years of age, he was attempting to accomplish 
another world record. On that very day, with the 
international spotlight beaming right down on 
him, Phelps captured the gold medal in the men’s 
4x200 relay event, earning the most medals ever 
with 19. With an extreme sense of euphoria in 
the air, Phelps began to cry tears of joy, pumping 
his fist in the air repeatedly as if he had just lifted 
the whole United States onto his shoulders and 

eased the burden by emerging victorious. Over 
the next few days, Michael would extend his own 
personal feat of most medals won by a person 
in Olympics history to 22 medals. At the closing 
ceremonies, following the national anthem, 
Michael waved one last goodbye to the world in 
what was sure to be his final performance on the 
Olympic stage. The most decorated Olympian 
ever was retired.       

Afterward the debate ensued, “was Michael 
Phelps the Greatest Olympian of all-time?”  
Does a career that featured 22 Olympic medals, 
an astonishing 18 of which were gold, make him 
the greatest Olympian ever? No, it does not. The 
argument against his being crowned the best 
Olympian ever is based around the fact that 
swimming includes many more events in the 
Olympics than many other sports. For example, 
take Usain Bolt, who dominates in the area of 
track and field. There were three events in which 
he participated in, all of which he emerged 
victorious with a gold medal. Nevertheless, it 
would be impossible for Bolt to catch Phelps 

in the medal count. While Phelps is racing in 
7or 8 events, Bolt only participates in three. 
Does the inability to win more medals make an 
athlete such as Usain Bolt less of an impressive 
Olympian then Phelps? Absolutely not.

Furthermore, the Olympics are comprised 
of a large variety of sports, each sport different 
than the next. That being said, it is impossible 
to determine who is the greatest Olympian 
of all time. For example, it is the same as 
taking Michael Jordan, Babe Ruth and Wayne 
Gretzky, and trying to equate which one is the 
best athlete of all-time. (Clearly talking about 

Jordan’s basketball years, 
leave the baseball years out 
of it for his sake). These three 
athletes, each dominated their 
respective sports. If someone, 
however, were to ask which 
one was the best player, it 
would be impossible to come 
up with the proper answer. The 
same thing is present in this 
argument. Yes, Michael Phelps 
did dominate his sport, but 
the same holds true for Usain 
Bolt in track and field, and 
Larisa Latynina in gymnastics. 
So the question still remains, 
as to who is the best Olympian 
ever?

I’m not trying to take any 
glory away from Michael 
Phelps. The personal feats that 
he accomplished definitely 
put him at the forefront of any 

“Best Olympian Ever” conversation. All I am 
saying is that it is merely impossible to decipher 
exactly who the greatest is. What he most 
definitely is, is the greatest swimmer of all time, 
and the most decorated Olympian ever. So with 
that said, it is now safe to swim the water in all 
swimming meets and in Rio 2016, for the shark 
that once consumed every medal in its path, is 
no longer in the water.
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Sports

By: Ezriel Strum

Last year, the world was gripped 
by Linsanity. Even those who had 
no interest in basketball flocked to 
Madison Square Garden to get a 
glimpse of the Harvard phenom. 
With the team’s high priced 
superstars, Carmelo Anthony and 
Amare Stoudemire, both sidelined 
with injuries, Lin led the Knicks 
to consistent victory with a series 
of spectacular performances, 
bringing a franchise that was 
languishing on the edge of the 
abyss back into playoff contention. 
Although his quality of play 
declined when the stars were 
inserted back into the lineup and 
his season ended prematurely due 
to surgery on his arthritic knee, 
it was expected that the Knicks 
would bring him back no matter 
what the cost.  

 Since Lin was a restricted 
free agent, the Knicks decided that 
they would not initially offer Lin a 
contract, but rather opt to match 
whatever offer Lin would receive 
from another team. They wanted 
the market to determine the value 
of an undrafted player who had 
an amazing couple of weeks but 
whose production declined when 
he was not the focal point of the 
offense. When it was reported that 
Lin had signed a three year offer 
sheet with the Houston Rockets, 
it was thought that the money 
was a mere formality for the 
Knickerbockers, and that Jeremy 
would soon don the blue and 
orange for years to come.

 When ESPN broke the news 
that the Knicks would not match 
the Rockets offer sheet, the Knick 
fan base went into an irate frenzy. 
How could the organization allow 
a player of Lin’s caliber to leave the 
mecca of basketball? How could 
Raymond Felton and Jason Kidd 
replace what Lin had done for the 
Knicks? In the eyes of fans, the 
Knicks showed disloyalty to the 
player who had reinvigorated a 
dead franchise, thereby shattering 
what little trust fans had in the 
organization.

 However, there is a reason 
that emotional fans do not run 

the front office, and thankfully the 
Knicks for once made a basketball 
decision and not a marketing 
decision. Lin’s initial success 
was due to a combination of 
favorable circumstances. He was 
an unknown commodity given 
complete control of the team 
in Mike Dantoni’s point-guard 
centric system. However, this 
dynamic began to fade the more 
he was exposed to opponents. 
Lin no longer had the element of 
surprise, and the weaknesses of 
his game, namely his inability to 
dribble with his left hand, his high 
turnover rate, and his lackluster 
defense were all well documented. 
As last season progressed and 
teams keyed in on those aspects 
of his game, his success declined 
drastically and his weaknesses 
were exposed. Additionally, it is 
unlikely that he would have ever 
been able to replicate his success 
in Coach Woodsen’s half court 
system which favors isolations 
over ball movement. From the few 
games that Lin and Carmelo did 
play together in, it was clear that 
the two did not mesh in terms of 
basketball style and likely would 
never be able to flourish together 
on the same team. At best Lin 
would have been a mediocre point 
guard with numbers that can easily 
be replicated by seasoned veterans 
like Kidd and Felton. 

 This is not to say that 
keeping Lin would not have had 
its advantages. He would have 
provided an inspirational story 
that would have been a financial 
boon for the Garden. In addition, 
he could have developed into all-
star caliber player and become the 
face of the franchise for the next 
decade. That upside, however, 
is outweighed by the questions 
surrounding him by the way he 
ended the season. How healthy 
is his surgically repaired arthritic 
knee? This type of injury can easily 
spell doom for a player’s career, 
and to have been diagnosed with 
this at such a young age is very 
disturbing. Additionally his work 
ethic can be questioned. Last year, 
with everything on the line in the 
playoffs and the Knicks backcourt 

decimated by injuries, Lin refused 
to play at 85%. The innocent 
image that made him beloved in 
the hearts of fans was shattered 
and replaced by the stench of the 
typically avaricious NBA player. 
His already polarizing figure in the 
locker room quickly turned bitter. 
After all, who would want to play 
with someone that puts self interest 
in front of team success? Aside 
from the financial cost of keeping 
him, which would have included 
a hefty 30 million dollar charge in 
the final year of the contract (after 
factoring in luxury taxes), how do 
you think the other players would 
have reacted when they heard that 
a couple of amazing weeks earned 
Lin more than some of them had 
made in their entire careers?

 However, even though the 
financial cost would have been 
enormous I think Dolan would 
have still brought Lin back if he 
had not felt betrayed. After the 
Knicks informed Lin that they 
would match Houston’s initial 
offer, he went back to the Rockets 
and got them to change the deal to 
give him more guaranteed money. 
To Dolan, this was the epitome 
of treachery. Dolan has always 
favored loyal athletes and detested 
the disloyal ones. So to have Lin 
go behind his back in order to get 
more money left Dolan, who many 
consider to be a petty owner, with 
only one viable option: get rid of 
Linsanity.

There are those who will say 
that Dolan was the one who was 
disloyal by not offering Lin a 
contract as soon as free agency 
began. To this I would argue that 
why should an organization have 
to pay more money than the 
market dictates? It is not like Lin’s 
precise value as an NBA player is 
known. His sample size of play 
was small and his defects were at 
times gaping. This puts Lin in a 
very unusual state for a free agent. 
Could he maintain his brilliance 
on the court? After all he only 
played in 25 games. Also, can his 
flaws such as his high turnover rate 
be corrected over time with good 
coaching and further experience? 
These questions leave even the 

most prominent sports analysts 
baffled as to what will ultimately 
happen. A short period of quality 
play should not force the Knicks 
to automatically pay top dollar for 
a player if no one else values him 
at that price. Conversely, for Lin to 
use the Knick franchise, the only 
one that ever gave him a chance to 
succeed, in order to get a little bit 
more money is about as low as it 
gets. 

 Linsanity has captured the 
hearts of fans, including myself, 
but from an objective point of 
view the Knicks made the decision 
that will best serve the franchise 
going forward. Knick fans can 
be hypocritical in that they have 
always berated the front office for 
not taking the future into account, 
but when the front office finally 
does what is necessary to ensure 
that this team is a sustainable 
contender for years to come the 
fans are unhappy. The Knicks will 
not miss the drama brought by Lin 
and as they win fans will come to 
say, “Jeremy who?” 

Jeremy Who? Knicks Will Not Miss Lin
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Continued from Front Cover
After the retirement of Jack Nicklaus from 

the PGA tour, the popularity of golf saw a 
tremendous decline. That was until nineteen-
ninety six, when a twenty year old golfer named 
Tiger Woods turned professional, and simply 
dominated the tour. He would win so often, 
that it became common among fans to bet Tiger 
versus the field. Meaning, in a sport where over 
one hundred players are competing against one 
another, it was just as likely for him to win as it 
was every other player combined. The sight of 
seeing one man so above and beyond anyone 
else made new golf fans everywhere.

As an archetypal team sport, soccer already 
lacks the star power and individual achievement 
we crave in our athletes. Sure, American football 
is a team sport with even more separate pieces 
than soccer, but in football, there is a natural 

leader, someone who is involved in nearly every 
play, the quarterback. Stars like Joe Namath made 
this league the most popular sport in America, 
and the tradition of expected greatness at the 
quarterback position continues today. With the 
ball being shared on a more even scale, there is 
less room for one great player to excite an entire 
sport. 

The term “greatness” implies extraordinary, 
something we don’t see very often. While there 
are incredibly talented athletes playing soccer 
throughout the world, the spread out open 
field makes it difficult to differentiate between 
the really good and the great. There are players 
who consistently score more goals than anyone 
else in the league, but the number is still only 
a small percentage greater than the other next 
level players. We crave players who hit towering 
home runs and score hat tricks every other 

game, not consistent fundamental play, that isn’t 
awe-inspiring. 

So if any hooligans walk up to you, and ask 
you why you don’t like soccer, tell them it’s 
because of the lack of unimaginable achievement 
by a singular force on the field. Or you can just 
tie an American flag around their mouth, hum 
them the Star Spangled Banner, and shove them 
in front of a flat screen playing four different 
football games, with a cold beer and nachos. 
Because as far as I recall, we won the war.

By: Hillel Berstein

For a team with their name, the Giants sure seem to be easily overlooked. 
One would think that the NFL’s defending champions would draw plenty of 
attention. Not so with the New York Football Giants. Last season culminated 
in a stunning victory by the Giants over the New England Patriots in Super 
Bowl XLVI, but judging by the talk this offseason, you wouldn’t know it.

Typically, the defending champs are subjected to a lot of attention from 
the media and their accomplishments earn respect from analysts and fans 
alike. However, this is not the case for the Giants. They have been overlooked 
in predictions for the coming season in favor of other teams such as the 
Patriots, Packers, and 49ers, all of whom have been ranked ahead of the 
Giants by various popular media outlets. It should be noted that each of 
these teams were beaten by the Giants in the playoffs last season.

The Giants organization as a whole has been fairly quiet as well, 
overshadowed by other teams and storylines that have dominated the 
headlines. Peyton Manning left the Colts for Denver, amidst a quarterback 
drama to rival that of Brett Favre’s. There was the Luck vs. RG3 debate 
leading up to the draft and the Saints’ bounty scandal.

 They are not even the most talked about team in New York. The Jets, 
under head coach Rex Ryan, have a tendency to draw attention with their 
brash talk and off-the-field antics. The addition of quarterback Tim Tebow, 
possibly the most polarizing and talked about player in the league, would 
draw enough attention on its own if the move didn’t also add fuel to the 
flames putting heat on starter Mark Sanchez.

Not only are the Giants not favored to repeat in the Super Bowl, many do 
not favor them to make the playoffs at all. Given their regular season play 
last year and the strength of other teams in the conference, it is tempting 
to make that prediction. The 49ers, runners-up to the Giants in the NFC, 
added playmakers on offense while retaining one of the best defenses in the 
league. The Packers are coming off a 15-1 season with a bolstered defense. 
Two other NFC North teams, the Lions and the Bears, are also legitimate 
playoff contenders. 

And in the NFC East, as in most years, just winning the division is not 
guaranteed. The Eagles are coming off of a disappointing season but have 
high expectations yet again since closing out last year with four straight 
wins. With the abundance of talent there, this is a make-or-break season for 
Andy Reid and his team in Philly. The Cowboys are also a legitimate threat 
and almost took the division title last season, losing it only on a missed 

connection between Tony Romo and Miles Austin against the Giants.
It is also true that the Giants do have many weaknesses and question 

marks to overcome. The offensive line, once a stable anchor for the Giants, 
is now a liability. They played poorly all last season and have not seen any 
major personnel changes aside from the loss of RT Kareem McKenzie. 

At tight end, both Travis Beckum and Jake Ballard suffered ACL injuries 
in the Super Bowl. With Ballard scooped up by the Patriots and the 
timeframe for Beckum’s return uncertain, the position is a big question 
mark for this offense, unless Martellus Bennett, the former Cowboy, can 
live up to his potential.

In addition, the Giants’ rushing attack was the worst in the league in the 
regular season. The offseason saw the departure of Brandon Jacobs to the 
49ers and the addition of first round pick David Wilson. It is uncertain 
whether the oft-injured Ahmad Bradshaw can stay healthy now that he will 
be expected to carry the load. If he can’t, and Wilson does not produce as a 
rookie, we can expect to see a lot of throws from Manning yet again.

Realistically though, this team also has many strengths. Eli Manning, 
who has gone through many ups and downs in his career, has finally 
emerged as an elite NFL quarterback. He has put up the gaudiest numbers 
of his career and, as king of the 4th quarter comeback, has saved many a 
game with his late-game heroics. It helps that he has two legitimate stars 
in WR’s Hakeem Nicks and Victor Cruz on the receiving end of his passes.

The defensive line, as usual for this Giants team, is a fearsome one. 
Veterans Justin Tuck and Osi Umenyiora and breakout star Jason Pierre-
Paul lead the way while Chris Canty, Linval Joseph, and Marvin Austin 
round out this deep and talented group. 

Most importantly, the Giants are champions. While they don’t have a 
shut-down defense like the 49ers and didn’t come close to a perfect season 
like the Packers, it is hard to argue that the Giants possess something, a 
certain intangible quality that other teams do not. Whether it can be 
attributed to Coach Tom Coughlin, locker room leaders, or the players 
themselves, this team knows how to turn it on when they have to. They 
have shown that they can get hot at the perfect time and have proven this 
fact during two electrifying postseason runs. 

Ultimately, expectations and words do not win games, or rings. The 
Eagles had high expectations last year and plenty of hype which meant 
nothing when they failed to produce. The Giants, on the other hand, have 
proven twice in the last four years that they know how to deliver when it 
matters.

Giants Flying Under the Radar

Screw The Hooligans
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