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By: David Rosenberg

The tragic death of Trayvon 
Martin nearly two months 
ago plunged the country into 
nationwide discourse about 
race, particularly the behavior 
of law enforcement agencies 
with respect to racial profiling. 
Politicians and pundits from 
across the spectrum jumped 
on the opportunity to put the 
justice system on trial, and 
to point out the egregious 
disproportion of minority men 
who are slighted by the sword 
of justice. Most notably, at least 
here in Brooklyn, BC Alumnus 
and City Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D-45) has used the 
incident to rejuvenate his fight 
against New York City’s “Stop 
and Frisk” practices, which 
seem to disproportionally affect 
minority communities and 
people of color. 

Racism exists, even in law 
enforcement. I don’t think 
anyone can honestly deny 
that. That does not mean that 

everything is, or should be about 
race. As a nation, we need to 
have the discussion about race, 
especially if we want to move 
forward to Dr. King’s dream 
of a world where the heat of 
oppression is turned to an oasis 
of freedom and justice. But the 
death of a seventeen-year-old 
boy should not be the starter.

Many people seem to have 
forgotten that Trayvon Martin, 
before he was the poster-child for 

all things wrong in society, was 
a young boy with a promising 
future, with family and friends 
who loved him, and who now 
have nothing but to sorely 
miss him. To these pundits—
the likes of Rev. Sharpton and 
Councilman Williams—I ask, if 
your platform was built over a 
dead teenager, is it really worth 
standing on?

Continued on Page 5

Justice for Trayvon

Source: sandrarose.com
George Zimmerman (left) and Trayvon Martin (right)

Rampant Painkiller Abuse Nationwide
Editorial
By: Simon Stern

Have you received prescription 
painkillers from your doctor or 
dentist over the past year? If so, did 
you have any extra pills of these potent 
drugs after you stopped using them? 
For many Americans the answers are 
yes and yes.

All over America, doctors and 
dentists alike are distributing excessive 
doses of high-strength painkillers 
known as opioids to their patients. 
Doctors are giving out various opiods 
such as Percocet to patients suffering 
from mild pain. Not only that, they 
often prescribe a months worth of 
medication for people who only need 
it for a week or two.

Dentists too, are handing patients 

strong opioids like hydrocodone 
(marketed as Vicodin) to alleviate the 
pain of procedures such as wisdom 
teeth removals, as they would hand 
Cracker Jacks to a child. 

If you don’t think this is a 
significant and widespread problem 
that our nation must address, let me 
show you a few statistics about these 
drugs: Opioids are the most widely 
prescribed group of medications 
in the United States. According to 
opposingviews.com “Nationwide, 
pharmacies received and ultimately 
dispensed the equivalent of 69 tons 
of pure oxycodone (marketed as 
OxyContin) and 42 tons of pure 
hydrocodone (marketed as Vicodin) 
in 2010, the last year for which 
statistics are available. That’s enough 

Continued on Page Six

Source: prescriptionvalley.wordpress.com
Some of the various pills that are abused nationwide
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Computer Generated 
Poetry?

By: Shlomit Kraitenberger

Have you ever surfed the web because you were bored?  
Well one student has turned the surf petty stuff of boredom 
into a work of programming genius that will keep you 
entertained for hours.  It’s called “Craigslistpoetry.com” 
and is one of the most randomly amazing sites out there.  
The idea was born out of the mind of Michael Squitieri, a 
student at Macaulay Honors College on Brooklyn College 
Campus.  Michael, born and raised in Dyker Heights, 
is a Computational Math major which is a field that 
incorporates mathematics and computer science.

I sat down with Michael to find out how he was able to 
pull it all off:

“The idea began around Christmas time while surfing 
on a website called someecards.com, a humor website 
famous for its clever e-cards.” Michael said. 

“One of the posts on the site was a list of the ‘Top Ten 
‘Missed Connections’ ads on Craigslist That We Hope 
Never Lead to a Connection.’  I found them really funny so 
I started looking at the missed connections page regularly. 
While reading them, I discovered that some have a real 
poetic quality, and I thought it would be great to combine 
lines from multiple posts to create poetry.”

For those of you who are not familiar with “Missed 
Connections,” as I wasn’t until this article, “Missed 
Connections” is a compilation of posts from people 
who saw someone somewhere, but missed the chance to 
connect, and are trying to find them through Craigslist.  
Some are hilariously funny, some are inappropriate, and 
some are simply desperate.  What Michael did was write 
a program that randomly pulls together lines from these 
ads and creates poetry--found poetry.

Found poetry is a form of poetry that requires that 
the words used be from a text.  The point is to change 
line breaks and skip words to create a masterpiece.  The 
New York Times ran an article on found poems from the 
“Missed Connections” section, but that is a different story.  
The New York Times was using one post and changing the 
line breaks; Michael’s program uses all the posts found in 
the New York City Missed Connections section.

The only problem remaining 
now was, “How do you make a 
website that allows people to access 
the program?”  Using trusty old 
Google, some open course Harvard 
classes, and by incorporating what 
he had already learned in computer 
classes at Brooklyn College,  
Michael had all the skills needed to 
create a website that would interact 
with web surfers. 

For those of you who have 

trouble getting your creative gears 
going, Michael had some good 
advice. “You’d be surprised how 
much you learn just from studying 
already popular webpages.” For 
style, he looked to Pinterest.com, a 
new up-and-coming website which 
let’s you create a digital pinboard for 
ideas.  He also created a Facebook 
page and a Twitter account that 
can keep you regularly updated.  
So far his Twitter account tweets 

a new poem every two hours, and 
in the future Michael hopes to 
share his Craigslist poetry through 
Facebook as well. 

The poetry is sometimes 
funny, sometimes poignant and 
sometimes wildly inappropriate—
it is hard to believe that it is 
computer generated and completely 
random.  Craigslist Poetry could 
be the beginning of a new trend 
of poetry in the Tech Age--a work 

of programming genius that is one 
of the most innovative uses for 
Craigslist I have ever come across.

Is it Found Poetry, or is it 
something completely new and 
different? Check it out, and decide 
for yourself.

www.craigslistpoetry.com
Follow @craigslistpoems
Like on Facebook

By: Lea Hansen
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Politics

By: Steven Gold

In a recent interview with 
a Spanish-speaking television 
station, President Obama insisted 
that Mitt Romney release his 2011 
tax return saying, “I think that it’s 
important for any candidate in 
public office to be as transparent 
as possible, to let people know 
who we are, what we stand for, and 
you know, I think that this is just 
carrying on a tradition that has 
existed throughout the modern 
presidency” (Huffington Post). 
While releasing Romney’s tax 
return has the obvious benefit of 
getting people angry at his wealth, 
it is difficult to see what it has to 
do with who Romney is or what he 
stands for. But leaving that aside, 
there is something very ironic about 
Obama lecturing on transparency. 
But since transparency is a topic so 
dear to the President’s heart, let’s 
take a look at his own record on 
transparency.

When thinking about the 
current administration and its 
transparency, the passage of 
Obamacare immediately comes 
to mind. A 2,700 page bill of 
legal jargon automatically allows 
for the possibility of sneaking in 
any clause one wants including 
sweeping clauses that take away 
freedoms. Today it is quite 
apparent that much of Congress 
voted on the bill without reading it. 
Nancy Pelosi, then Speaker of the 
House, famously stated “you have 
to pass the bill to find out what 
is in it, away from the fog of the 
controversy.” We have the Speaker 
essentially admitting that many 
Congressmen do not know what is 
in the bill but should pass it blindly. 
A nice display of transparency.

In 2010 the Congressional 
Budget Office claimed the 
health care bill would cost the 
government about $938 billion 
over the next decade. According 
to a CNN poll from 2010, 62% of 
Americans believed the bill would 
actually cost much more and 
59% said it would increase their 
personal healthcare costs. Even 
through much opposition from the 
American people, and virtually no 
votes from a single Republican, the 

House of Representatives passed 
the bill with a 7 vote win. 

The 2012 report of the 
Congressional Budget Office 
revealed that the bill would actually 
cost $1.7 trillion, nearly double the 
original figure. Are we to believe that 
a majority of Americans realized, 
without doing calculations, what 
a government agency of budget 
experts couldn’t? Or did they just 
suspect that the government was 
not being transparent and there 
was information withheld from 
them? 

After the vote, the President 
declared, “We proved that this 
government, a government of the 
people and by the people, still works 
for the people.”  It would seem that a 
bill that was opposed by the people 
and passed by representatives, who 
had not read it, can hardly be called 
“for the people.”

When asked about the 
constitutionality of the bill, the 
Solicitor General of the United 
States, Donald Verrilli, stood 
before the Supreme Court and 
said, “Maybe they (Congress) 
were right, maybe they weren’t, 
but this is something about which 
the people of the United States 
can deliberate and they can vote, 
and if they think it needs to be 
changed, they can change it.” 
However, the people protested and 
were overpowered. It seems like 
the Obama administration has 

forgotten this. 
The President has also not been 

forthcoming about the National 
Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA) he has signed into law. 
For some inexplicable reason, news 
of the controversy surrounding the 
bill does not seem to be getting front 
page coverage, though it seemingly 
affects our rights as citizens of a 
free society. One of the provisions 
in this bill provides the federal 
government with the authority to 
indefinitely detain, without trial, 
Americans with suspected ties to 
terrorism, even on American soil. 

This greatly expands the powers 
of the federal government to 
frightening levels. After signing the 
bill, Obama released a statement 
saying, “I have signed this bill 
despite having serious reservations 
with certain provisions that regulate 
the detention, interrogation and 
prosecution of suspected terrorists.”  

Yet, Senator Carl Levin, a sponsor 
of NDAA, argued that, against his 
opposition, the administration 
was adamant that language in the 
bill excluding Americans from 
prolonged detention be removed. 
This is substantiated by the fact 
that the President actually signed 
the bill. If Obama thought it hurt 
civil liberties, surely he would not 
have signed the bill? This does not 
seem like the area to compromise in 
(remember why the Revolutionary 
War was fought?). There is one 

thing we can surely take away 
from: much is going on away from 
the eyes of the American public. 
That is not exactly the picture of 
transparency.

Perhaps equally disturbing 
was the President’s open mic 
slip to Russian President Dmitry 
Medvedev: “On all these issues, but 
particularly missile defense, this 
can be solved, but it’s important 
for him (Vladimir Putin) to give 
me space… After my election, I 
have more flexibility.” Here we 
have Obama openly admitting that 
he will be willing to comply with 
the wishes of Vladimir Putin on a 
matter that would clash so much 
with the wishes of Americans, it 
would hurt his chances of reelection 
(but only after the election). And on 
issues of missile defense no less. Is 
this “for the people, by the people”? 
And on what other issues is Obama 
not telling us how “flexible” he will 
be after the election?

It is clear that transparency is not 
one of the areas of expertise of our 
current administration. Perhaps 
the President should take a break 
from lecturing on transparency 
long enough to look at his own 
record.   

This is an opionated article and 
in no way does it reflect the views of 
Night Call or Brooklyn College.

Seeing Through “Transparency”

                             President Obama asking Dmitri Menvedev for “space” and “flexibility                 Photography: AP
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Business

By: David Bressler

Recently, there has been a lot 
of attention called to the strength 
of manufacturing sector of the 
economy. Manufacturing has 
grown for 32 straight months 
leading some economists to believe 
that the industry will play a major 
role in helping the U.S. economy 
recover its former glory.

One may ask: How will the 
growth in this particular sector 
affect our America’s 13 trillion 
dollar economy? How will jobs in 
some upstate New York factory 
help create more jobs in New York 
and other states? How does the 
increase in manufacturing help 
those who live outside the Midwest, 
the area of the country where the 
manufacturing industry is largely 
concentrated, get jobs and increase 
their living standards?

In addition, there are many 
people that are uninterested in 
a manufacturing career. Many 
college students want nothing to do 
with the manufacturing industry, 
and want to pursue careers in the 

finance, medical, or accounting 
industries. What does this increase 
in manufactured goods mean to 
them, and how will it help them get 
a job faster or receive higher wages?

To understand how the growth 
of manufactured goods affects the 
economy, one should envision 
an economy that works like a car. 
A car is a collection of parts (i.e. 
brakes, engine, steering wheel, 
etc.) that needs every part to work 
harmoniously in order to function 
properly. For example, if one were 
to remove the frame, the entire car 
would fall apart. Take out the brakes 
and the car will drive just fine, but 
the hypothetical driver will be, as 
they say, “royally screwed.” The 
same can be said with the other 
components of the car; some are 
absolutely necessary, and some will 
only function properly in tandem 
with other parts. In the same vein, 
different parts of the economy 
depend on each other in order to 
keep the vast apparatus know as the 
economy working.

Consider what happens when 
one company opens up a plant or 
factory in a community.  When 

a company builds a new plant 
it creates hundreds of new jobs, 
some are temporary, but most 
are permanent. Building the 
factory requires the hiring of 
many construction employees 
and the ordering of supplies 
and machinery. This leads to an 
increase in business for other 
companies, including those in 
other states. The companies that 
manufacture and ship the supplies 
and machinery will now produce 
more to accommodate the needs 
of the new plant. These companies 
will buy more machinery, hire more 
workers, and hire other people to 
transport the materials to the new 
plant.

Once the plant is built, the 
company will hire workers. When 
the number of employees reaches 
more than 50, it is legally required 
to provide health insurance to its 
workers (Reuters). This causes 
insurance companies to hire more 
workers; doctors and physicians 
open up new offices in that 
particular area to properly serve all 
of the people who now have health 
insurance.

With the factory up and running, 
the employees now have steady 
jobs and will have more money to 
spend. Local businesses will now 
have more customers and will hire 
more workers to keep up with the 
increase in business. This evolves 
into a cycle of hire-spend-hire. 
What started as a trickle of local 
spending by investing in a plant and 
hiring a few workers can become a 
torrent of spending throughout the 
national economy.

Thus, no matter what job you 
have, the increase in manufacturing 
jobs could lead to new and exciting 
work opportunities for you.

Manufacturing and Me

Source: newsroomsaabi.com
Saab Assembly Line
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By: Cindy Sobel

In recent years, it has become more and more 
common to open up the morning paper and 
read the shocking headlines “A 10-year-old’s 
Gut-Wrenching Suicide” or “Gay Teen Suicide.”  
These saddening titles lead us to the question: 
What could be the cause of this increase in 
suicides amongst children and adolescents?   
Ashlynn Connor was described by all who 
met her as a sweet and carefree fifth grader.  At 
age 10, she already had big plans of becoming 
a veterinarian.  That is, until one Friday when 
her sister walked into the bedroom and found 
Ashlynn hanging from a knitted scarf in her 
closet dead.  We can ask ourselves, what could 
possibly lead an innocent 10 year old, someone 
who everyone remembers as a giving and loving 
child, to take her own life?  

Based on research, the answer is bullying.  
Ashlynn was found only one day after she came 
home from school crying because her fifth grade 
classmates called her “fat and ugly” and a “slut”.  
At 10 years old, Ashlynn did not even know 
what a slut was and had to ask her mom.  Her 
classmates had poked fun at her for years and 
they finally snuffed the precocious spirit out of 
Ashlynn. 

Now more than ever, attending school for 
some children is a dose of daily torture.  When 
in school – a place where children are supposed 

to feel safe and secure - they are constantly 
mocked and incessantly called names, and 
sometimes even physically threatened.  
According to bullyingstatistics.org, “There is 
a strong link between bullying and suicide, as 
suggested by recent bullying-related suicides 
in the US and other countries.”  According to 
a Yale University study, the victims of bullying 
are between 2- 9 times more likely to consider 
suicide.  A British study found that over half 
the suicides among adolescents are related to 
bullying.  What is perhaps the most shocking 
statistic is that according to ABC News, close to 
30% of students are either bullies or the victims 
of bullying.  At least 160,000 remain home each 

school day because their ineffable fear 
of bullies.

Bullying comes in many different 
forms besides physical abuse.  There is 
emotional and verbal cruelty, and with 
the advance of technology, there is an 
increase in cyber bullying via the use of 
social media and the internet.  Sexting, 
the act of sending sexually explicit 
messages or photographs of explicit 
information about a person, is also a 
pervasive form of bullying in today’s 
society.

 We have all heard the recent story 
of Tyler Clementi, an 18 year old student 
at Rutgers University.  Clementi was a 
closet homosexual whose roommate, 

Dharun Ravi, filmed him kissing another man.  
When the video was exposed, Tyler jumped to 
his death from the George Washington Bridge 
in New York City out of sheer embarrassment.  
Although Ravi was not convicted of any crime, 
this incident led to a much needed awareness of 
the harms of cyber bullying and sexting.    

Ann Haas, a senior project specialist with the 
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention 
claims that nowadays people are using bullying 
as an excuse for suicide without looking at 
other factors involved, such as family history

Continued on Page 6

US News
Justice for Trayvon

Continued from Page One
The discussion we should be having after this tragedy is one that re-

evaluates the “Stand Your Ground” laws found in 25+ states—including 
Florida—which allowed this calamity to unfold. If we truly want to put 
an end to gun-violence we must get the guns off the streets. “Stand Your 
Ground” laws do nothing more than provide a license for overzealous 
vigilantes to wreak as much havoc as those from whom they are supposed 
to be protecting.

We can all agree that this tragedy is the result of the failure of the legal 
system, not the system itself. We would be remiss as a society and as a nation 
of values if we were to throw away the very foundations of our system in 
order to rectify it. I understand the desire to see justice for Trayvon. I want 
to see it too. The greatest thing we can do for that young boy’s memory 
is to increase our devotion to the principles that could have—nay, should 
have—saved his life. We can only truly do justice for Trayvon if we truly do 
justice for George Zimmerman, not just run a mock-trial driven only by 
political pressure in the court of public opinion, with Reverend Sharpton 
as the judge, and MSNBC the jury.

Let’s look at the progression of this case: When the Assistant District 
Attorney was presented with the preliminary facts, he deemed the evidence 
insufficient for any criminal charges. Two weeks later, a national uproar 
begins when hundreds of thousands - possibly even millions - of signatures 
reach the State Attorney’s office demanding prosecution. Almost the entire 
U.S. Government, including President Obama, weighs in on the issue, 
mostly demanding a further investigation of the matter.

Suddenly, a special prosecutor is appointed to investigate the handling 
of the case. A few weeks later, an announcement is made that charges 

are expected to be filed. I expected to hear something along the lines of 
manslaughter, or a relatively benign charge. But then listening to the press 
conference, I heard the prosecutor say “murder, in the second degree;” 
a statute that requires the perpetrator to have acted in a way “evincing 
depraved indifference to human life.” To me, this seemed a bit of a long-
shot, especially considering that the first ADA saw no grounds for ANY 
charges.

At this point, I think it is impossible for our system to give Zimmerman 
the trial he deserves; and for that we have failed him, we have failed 
Trayvon, and we have failed ourselves. At the very most, any similar case 
would result in some sort of plea-bargain for a lesser charge. Do not expect 
such a deal for George Zimmerman. If he is convicted, he will spend years 
in prison, when any other defendant would not serve so much as a day. If he 
is acquitted, he will be forced to spend the remainder of his life in hiding, 
under a disguised identity, while the vengeful desperately seek his blood.

Yes, let us have a national discourse about race, but let us not have it 
over an open grave. Let us find more effective methods of law enforcement, 
but let us not tread on the civil rights of men. Let us fight for justice in the 
name of Trayvon Martin, but let us not do so at the expense of George 
Zimmerman. Let us fight to fix the system, but let us not upheave it in the 
process. 

I extend my deepest condolences to Trayvon’s family and friends. No 
punishment in the world could ever heal the pain caused by his loss. At the 
same time, I wish the best of luck to George Zimmerman and his family, as 
they are sure to need it.

The views expressed solely reflect the opinion of the author, and not of 
Night Call or its staff. Questions and comments can be sent to the author at 
David@DavidJRosenberg.com

Bullying and Suicide: A Cause and Effect Analysis

Ashlynn Conner, an Illinois fifth grader who complained of being 
bullied and asked to be home-schooled, died from an apparent suicide 

last Friday.
Photo: Screen shot, ABC News
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Bullying in America

Continued from Page Five
of depression or psychosis.  She asserts 
that bullying offers the family some 
comfort of why their loved one took 
their own life and gives them someplace 
to apportion blame.  However, there are 
often multiple reasons that lead a person 
to suicide, with bullying being only of 
several reasons.

While many adults and teachers may 
see bullying as a part of life and growing 
up, the statistics speak for themselves.  
This is not a problem we can ignore and 
let fester.  A child can no longer deal with 
it on his or her own.  Parents must be on 
the lookout for signs of unhappiness in 
their child and take action when bullying 
is suspected.  Schools must offer a zero 
bullying tolerance policy in order to 
provide a safe haven for children who 
find themselves victims of bullying.   

David Litts, an Associate Director with 
the Suicide Prevention Resource Center, 
recommends that parents should view 
these tragedies of adolescent suicide as an 
opportunity to broach the uncomfortable 
topic of bullying with their children.  

“You really need to open up the 
dialogue in a way that he or she can 
risk being honest,” said Litts. “To look 
someone in the eye and say, ‘Yes, I want 
to kill myself,’ is a hard thing to do. So it’s 
important that whoever asks the question 
asks it in a way that conveys they’re ready 
to hear an honest answer.”  Hopefully, 
with more awareness of the harms of 
bullying and their direct link to suicide, 
children and adolescents will realize it is 
simply not worth making fun of another.  
The price is too high to consider.

Continued from Page One

to give 40 5-mg Percocets and 
24 5-mg Vicodins to every person 
in the United States!” 

Granted, the use of potent 
painkillers such as Vicodin and 
OxyContin can be invaluable to 
patients suffering from severe 
pain resulting from car crashes, 
arthritis, and the like. However, 
the use of these drugs for 
necessary causes does not begin 
to justify the current amount of 
opioids being distributed and 
eventually consumed nationally. 

This wouldn’t be such a 
problem if the extra narcotics 
weren’t going to druggies who 
use them to get high. As seen 
by recent occurrences across 
America, addicts are willing to go 
through great lengths to obtain 
their precious opioids.

The ways in which they get 
their hands on these drugs range 
from frightening to comical.

Desperate addicts are breaking 
into pharmacies more and more 
in frenzied attempts to obtain 
prescription drugs like Vicodin 
and OxyContin. Some sneak 
in during the night to obtain 
hundreds of these pills for resale, 
with profits exceeding $50,000 
at times. Others frantically hold 

pharmacists at gunpoint in order 
to get their next “hit.”

Other ways that addicts get 
hold of pills are more calculated. 
Druggies often go to open houses 
of elderly people and pose as 
prospective buyers with the sole 
intent of raiding the medicine 
cabinets as soon as they get a 
chance. 

What people fail to understand 
is how widespread the effects of 
painkiller abuse can be. In 2007, 
statistics showed that the number 
of unintentional deaths caused by 
painkiller overdose has topped 
the amount of deaths caused by 
heroin and cocaine combined. In 
20 states opioid related overdoses 
are the leading cause of deaths, 
surpassing the number of car 
crash deaths and suicides. One 
can only assume that things got 
worse since then, as little was 
done to prevent opioid overdoses 
in recent years.

So what is the DEA doing while 
so many Americans fall victim to 
this perilous outbreak. After all, 
it is called the Drug Enforcement 
Agency for a reason. If they do 
not enforce the distribution of 
drugs, then what use are they? 
At best they are being negligent 
for shirking their primary 
duty as enforcers of narcotics 

distribution. A more accurate 
evaluation of the DEA would be 
that by kicking back and doing 
next to nothing to prevent one of 
America’s most abused laws, they 
are in a way actively participating 
in the deaths of thousands of 
Americans each year.

In America, the paradigm 
for freedom and opportunity 
in today’s day and age, it is 
incumbent upon its citizens 
to ensure a safe haven for 
adolescents and adults alike. If 
the DEA allows our country to 
slowly deteriorate into a drug-
ridden, crime-infested country, 
then it is our responsibility as a 
nation to take action. If the DEA 
will not listen to our protests 
then we must do everything 
in our power to convince the 
government to take action. If 
they too do not hear our pleas 
then we have the right, even the 
obligation, to take action against 
our country, a country that was 
founded on the principals of 
John Locke who maintains that 
a government is conditional and 
can be overthrown if it does not 
represent the people.

This is an opionated article and 
in no way does it reflect the views 
of Night Call or Brooklyn College.

US News
DEA’s Failure to America
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Fact or Faked
By: David Tessler

Spring Semester in Brooklyn College is coming 
to an end and were all scrambling for that perfect 
job to get us through the summer. Many of us are 
looking for some extra cash on the side while others 
just want to beef up their resume. Listen, we’ve been 
hearing it from day one; do not leave college without 
completing an internship!! Academic advisors 
claim it may be the most important thing you can 
accomplish in your four years here in school. But, 
really, does working as an unpaid intern truly 
increase our chances of getting a job? What is the 
value of an internship and how do we go about 
finding the perfect one? 

According to a study done by the NACA (National 
Association of College and Employers) 42.3 % of 
graduating seniors who completed an internship 

received at least one job offer, whereas only 30.7 % 
of graduating seniors without internship experience 
received an offer. So, yes, getting an internship is 
crucial to your success. Concentrating solely on your 
academics may not be enough to secure a job in this 
market. Companies can hire up to 40% of entry-level 
employees from their internship pool so getting an 
early start on your dream company can’t hurt!

Increasing your chances of finding a job upon 
graduation isn’t the only advantage of completing 
an internship. These short-term positions are a great 
way to help you decide on the right career-path for 
you. Generally, your internship responsibilities will 
expose you to various details of your chosen district 
and allow you an insiders-view of the different 
positions and responsibilities within the industry.

Continued on next page



Campus News
The Folly of the CUNY Board

By: Samuel Hillelsohn

The tuition hikes that 
took effect this fall across 
CUNY campuses has 
sparked a large controversy. 
Opposition to the proposal 
has been widespread, 
ranging from students to 
professors.  Personally, the 
very thought of forcing 
students to use more of 
their scarce earnings for 
a college education is 
revolting.

 Several years ago 
the CUNY Board issued 
a 15% increase in tuition 
payments. Consider that 
even if someone was only 
taking summer courses, 
the increase amounted to 
hundreds in extra expenses. 
The CUNY Board insisted 
that these egregious 
increases were necessary 
so that the schools could 
continue to maintain a 
full staff and run school 
programs. Tuition has now 
increased steadily for two 
straight years devastating 
a large portion of the 

student body. However, the 
Board continues to insist 
that the higher tuition 
payments will ultimately 
benefit the students; the 
new revenue will be used 
for new investments in 
the college. Consequently, 
the improved educational 
atmosphere will attract 
more skilled teachers 
creating a better learning 
experience.

 CUNY is the largest 
urban university in the 
United States with an 
enrollment of 540,000 
students. Many of these 
individuals work part of 
the day in order to pay 
for tuition and books. For 
these students, the increase 
is financially unsustainable; 
living paycheck to 
paycheck, these students 
cannot afford even a slight 
tuition hike. With little to 
cut back on, some students 
may be forced to drop out 
of college.

 Another hallmark 
of CUNY system is its 
commitment to diversity; 

the university contains 
students from over two 
hundred countries. A 
large percentage of these 
immigrants come from 
underprivileged homes and 
are usually first generation 
college attendees. For 
them, college is a dream 
that is portrayed by their 
family and community 
as unattainable. The 
tuition increases will 
disproportionally affect 
these students causing 
many to leave college. It 
is a cruel punishment to 
take the dreams of these 
individuals and crush 
them so that the college 
bureaucracy can grow 
larger. 

The hikes have coincided 
with an increase in 
dropouts. Students with 4.0 
grade point averages have 
left because they could 
not afford the increased 
tuition; individuals who 
can contribute to CUNY’s 
history of excellence are 
being lost to the masses. 
It is ironic that CUNY, a 

system that prides itself 
on the attracting students 
from disadvantaged 
communities, has now 
created a hurdle to the goals 
that they profess. CUNY 
is supposed to be the 
affordable school option 
for those that want a higher 
education. Intelligence, 
not finances, should be 
the determining factor of 
someone going to college. 
These policies undercut 
that principle. 

Over the years, 
CUNY has offered many 
scholarships to those that 
are intellectually gifted 
but cannot afford the 
tuition. However, even as 
CUNY has taken more 
money from those that 
are enrolled, they have 
cut back on scholarships. 
I personally have friends 
who were unable to receive 
a scholarship due to these 
cutbacks. Supporters of the 
tuition increases believe 
that with more revenue 
these scholarships will 
return. While I do not 

disagree with the logic of 
this statement, I believe 
that the large portion of the 
student body that may be 
forced to drop out outweigh 
the few who may be helped 
by these scholarships. To 
date, the scholarships have 
not been restored while 
the tuition has continued 
to increase calling into 
question the integrity of 
the CUNY Board.

As the managing editor 
of NightCall I plan on 
following all updates on 
this topic very closely and 
will keep the student body 
informed of any changes to 
the universities policies. We 
cannot stand idly by as our 
fellow students “drop like 
flies from the attendance 
sheets”. I feel their pain and 
look forward to the day that 
the tuition hike is repealed.
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Increasing your chances of finding a job 
upon graduation isn’t the only advantage of 
completing an internship. These short-term 
positions are a great way to help you decide on 
the right career-path for you. Generally, your 
internship responsibilities will expose you to 
various details of your chosen district and allow 
you an insiders-view of the different positions 
and responsibilities within the industry. As a 
result, you’ll have a better idea on how exactly 
your academics will transform into a real job. 
Whether you’re a freshmen deciding between a 
career in health or business or a senior hovering 
between a career in auditing or tax, these 
experiences will definitely assist you with your 
decision. 

Most importantly; however, are the potential 
contacts you can make in your desired field. 
Each experience as an intern will leave lasting 
impressions on employers, colleagues, and 
friends. We’ve all heard the famous mantra; “It’s 
not about what you know, it’s about who you 
know.” In a way, that may be the important thing 
you’ll learn in college. Having a great GPA is, of 
course, helpful in your job search. But knowing 
someone in the industry can be just the thing 
that puts you ahead of the pack. Completing 
an internship is a great opportunity to build up 
your business contacts and let the world know 
that you’re out there.

 To get started, just head over to the Magner 
Center for Career Development and Internships 
located on the 1st floor of James Hall.  From 
writing a resume to preparing for an interview, 

the Magner Center will help you from start to 
finish. Their academic advisors will point you 
towards the right internships for your specific 
career-path and get you started on the Center’s 
Experience eRecruiting Network where you can 
view and apply for available internships. There is 
no better time to gain valuable experience and 
boost your resume than this summer, so visit the 
Magner Center and see what’s right for you.

The Significance of Internships



Technology

By: Jaimie Brick

Do you remember when you 
could walk into a giant library 
filled with books, inhale deeply 
and let the scent of their pages 
waft through you to fill your lungs? 
Do you remember your very first 
library card? Remember scrawling 
your name on the back line—
wondering how on earth you were 
supposed to fit your WHOLE name 
on that little line because your 
handwriting was big enough to fill 
the whole card? Do you remember 
how it feels to hold a book in your 
hands? To run your fingers down 
the page as you read the small 
black letters off the faded white 
pages? To most of us, it’s a fading 
memory—sinking slowly into the 
background of our minds with the 
rest of our childhood recollections. 
When we’re older, will we laugh as 
we reminisce and tell our children 
of the days when people read actual 
books instead of scanning an iPad, 
Kindle, or another e-reader?

Today, everywhere you go—on 
the train, on the bus, waiting in a 
doctor’s office—you can see people 
reading from an e-reader. Their 
fingers glide over the screen to 
turn the pages of these fraudulent 
books. Lighter to carry, easier to 

use, and quicker than going to your 
nearest library, e-readers are taking 
the place of books everywhere, 
perhaps most notably so in New 
York City. The hustle, bustle, and 
fast pace keeps its inhabitants on 
their toes, and keeps chunky library 
books out of their bags. 

Adir Peretz, 19, BC Sophomore, 
is a Kindle Fire user. He says that 
while its convenience and paper-
thin design make it attractive, “it’s 
a social thing. Nowadays, these 
things spread like wildfire and 
suddenly everyone has to have it. 
You can’t get away from e-books—
they become part of commonplace 
conversation and if you want to 
be in on it, you need to spend the 
money.”

According to teleread.com, a 
proverbial thesaurus for all things 
related to e-books, 8% of adults 
in the United States are e-reader 
users and 12% are planning to buy 
them in the near future. And the 
8% are not stopping their cash flow 
there: “Among the e-reader users 
polled, 17 percent said they bought 
between 11 and 20 e-books….
By contrast, 11 percent of all 
Americans bought between 11 and 
20 books…” This poll was taken in 
2010, and the numbers have only 
grown since. 

People are still reading books—
but they’re more likely to buy an 
e-book and spend the money on 
each book they download, rather 
than take a trip to their local 
library to “schlep” a hardcover or 
paperback book in their bags on 
public transportation or in a car. 

E-books have many qualities 
that make them attractive to 
consumers: unlimited collection 
of books, modern design, light-
weight, and ease of use. If it is a 
3G-capable model, you can check 
your email and upload new books 
wherever you have internet access. 
You can also store documents 
on the e-book, making it almost 

like a tablet, with a library at 
your fingertips. There’s an array 
of choices as well: Sony e-reader, 
Kindle, Kindle Fire, Nook, etc. 
There’s one for everyone—and it’s 
caught on quick. If you’re unsure 
of how to buy one, or if you even 
should buy one, and what to do with 
it if you do, there’s a community 
of e-bookians waiting with open 
arms to help you out online…and 
probably in your local Starbucks as 
well.

Hold the Paper, Please

By: Jacob Dagmy

On March 16, 2012 Apple unveiled the third 
generation iPad. Simply called the New iPad, 
Apple has kept the tablet at the price of $499.99 
for the 16GB model. More of a spec bump 
than anything else, the New iPad is a worthy 
contender for anyone looking to buy a tablet. 
The New iPad’s design hasn’t changed much 
from its predecessor; it’s gained some weight 
(.02 pounds) and some depth (.03 inches), but 
besides that the design is the same. In fact Apple 
says that its Smart Cover Case designed for the 
iPad 2 should fit the New iPad just fine, and in 
my testing, most iPad 2 cases have fit the New 
iPad just fine.

Apple has decided to keep selling the iPad 
2, and has reduced its price from $499.99 to 
$399.99 for the16GB model. However, before 

deciding to get the cheaper version I feel that it’s 
necessary to inform you of the 3 major changes 
that The New iPad brings to the table. These are: 
an enhanced retina display, a better camera, and 
an upgrade to 4G LTE. (The new iPad also has 
an improved processor, the A5X, as well as a 
bigger battery, though these improvements are 
essentially insignificant due to the high graphical 
and power demands of the retina display.)

While all three of these upgrades are  
important, the one that almost all users will 
notice first is The New iPad’s retina display. 
For the novice, retina display is Apple’s term 
for a display that has so many pixels that even 
the typical user cannot distinguish one pixel 
from the next at normal viewing distances. The 
iPhone 4 was the first Apple device with a retina 
display, and now the technology has come to the 
iPad. In order to make the iPad retina display, 

Apple has doubled the iPad’s screen resolution 
from 1024 x 768 to 2048 x 1536. This makes the 
screen noticeably sharper. Apple also improved 
saturation by 44% and tweaked the software to 
help the screen pop even more.

The changes are evident and must be seen to 
be appreciated. The screen is magazine-like in its 
sharpness. And while the previous iPad’s screen 
was one of the best tablet displays on the market, 
the New iPad retina display blows the old one 
out of the water. The effects are most apparent 
when it comes to text. On the older generation 
iPads you would often see jagged edges on the 
letters that have curves. With the New iPad 
those jagged edges are now gone. Apps, photos, 
and videos are also sharper thanks to the 44% 
increase in color. 

Continued on Page 11

The New iPad
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Background information:

In 1983, Romney strapped the family dog’s crate to the roof of the car for a 12-hour drive from Massachusetts to Canada because there was no room in 
the car. During the trip, the dog, an Irish Setter named Seamus, suffered the “runs,” as Ann Romney put it. Her husband coolly pulled over to hose off the 
dog and the car, and then kept driving.

 In January, senior Obama campaign strategist David Axelrod started the “War of the dogs” by tweeting a photo of the president and his dog Bo in a car, 
with this comment: 

“@davidaxelrod: How loving owners transport their dogs.”

In response…
The Daily Caller’s Jim Treacher posted a blog item with an excerpt from President Barack Obama’s memoir “Dreams From My Father.” 
“With Lolo, I learned how to eat small green chill peppers raw with dinner (plenty of rice), and, away from the dinner table, I was introduced to dog 

meat (tough), snake meat (tougher), and roasted grasshopper (crunchy). Like many Indonesians, Lolo followed a brand of Islam that could make room for 
the remnants of more ancient animist and Hindu faiths. He explained that a man took on the powers of whatever he ate: One day soon, he promised, he 
would bring home a piece of tiger meat for us to share.”

Then Treacher wrote…
“Obama would never put a dog on top of a car. Dries out the meat,”

To which one of Obama defenders wrote:
“Bo’s been in the White House for three years this month, and he’d like to stay for four more. Happy anniversary, Bo,” 

In response, Treacher wrote:
“Still fattening him up, I guess. Some people think Obama named his dog Bo after his own initials. Nope. It stands for ‘banquet offering.’”
Democrats all over are saying that it is not fair to criticize Obama for his actions at the time as he was just a young boy when he ate dog meat.

Meanwhile…
The Daily Caller and Treacher decided to have a bit of fun with the story…
“Say what you want about Romney, but at least he only put a dog on the roof of his car, not the roof of his mouth. And whenever you bring up the one, 

we’re going to bring up the other.”

In a later update, Treacher wrote:
“Libs think Romney acted jerky with a dog. Whereas Obama was fond of dog jerky. But hey, like they say: If you want a friend in Washington, get a dog. 

If you want a dog in Washington, keep it away from Obama. Oh, and:
Q: What does Obama do when his dog gets stuck?
A: Grabs a toothpick.”

John McCain decided that he wanted to get in on the action as well, so he tweeted:
@SenJohnMcCain “Good pic of my son Jimmy’s bulldog, Apollo - I’m sorry Mr. President, he’s not on the menu!”

Entertainment

Senator Romney’s dog Seamus
Picture was originally obtained by Scott Crider from the        

Boston Globe, which had obtained it from Jane Romney.

War of the Dogs
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Entertainment

By: Norman Gamss

Has a movie ever thrown you so off guard 
that when it was over you didn’t know what hit 
you? Well let me introduce you to Cabin In the 
Woods.  The week leading up to my watching it 
I read about how Cabin In the Woods takes the 
horror genre and completely turns it on its head, 
but nothing could have prepared me for what 
was about to come.

Cabin In the Woods tells the story of five 
college students who decide to spend their 
summer vacation in, surprisingly enough, a 
cabin in the woods. Little do they know they are 
being watched on large monitors by a team of 
technicians. Through the use of mood-altering 
drugs and environmental control technology, the 
technicians manipulate the group and lead them 
to into a trap. Soon enough the group begins to 
get killed off one by one in gruesome ways. 

Think you know where this is heading? Well 
guess again. 

In an attempt to limit the spoilers I’ll just say 
that Cabin In the Woods doesn’t fall short in the 
department of plot twists. What starts out as a 
typical horror movie about some kids getting 
killed off in the dark woods eventually becomes 
a full blown circus of gore, comedy, and pure 
undeniable ridiculousness.

What makes it all work are the mindsets 
of the filmmakers. There are 3 ways to make a 
good horror movie. You can have the intellectual 

horror movie with a good story and scary 
premise such as the Exorcist, Psycho, and Jaws. 
You can have the horror movie that attempts 
to scare the bejeezus out of you and make you 

afraid of the dark, such as The Blair Witch 
Project, Paranormal Activity, and REC (you 
probably never heard of the last one, but trust 
me, it’s scary). Then you have the horror movies 
that aren’t necessarily trying to scare you; rather, 
they load up on the gore aspect of it and play for 
some unexpected laughs. 

Cabin In the Woods falls into this last category, 
only it’s loaded up on steroids. Tons of gore, tons 
of laughs, and a whole lot of entertainment is what 
you get.  At no point in the movie do you get the 
feeling that the filmmakers were trying to make 
a sensible movie that’ll give you nightmares. It is 
obvious from the start that they were just trying 
to make a movie that’ll be a whole lot of fun, and 
boy did they succeed.       

To be honest, I can’t remember the last time I 
had this much fun watching a movie, and trust 
me I’ve seen plenty. As a horror movie fan, I was 
satisfied with the perfunctory spooky woods 
and “Don’t go in that room!” scenes, but what 
really sets this movie apart from other horror/
comedies (horrordies if you will) is the amount of 
fresh over the top plot twists that bring renewed 
excitement every ten minutes or so. The final 
twist might be a bit much, but by the time you 
get there you are so satisfied about the movie that 
it doesn’t even matter anymore. You’re willing to 
take anything the movie throws at you. 

Movie Review: Cabin in the Woods

People who violate urinal 
etiquette:

Last week I had to use the 
facilities during class, so I quietly 
excused myself to have a routine 
trip to the restroom. Little did 
I know that during this mini 
excursion a flagrant offense to 
urinal etiquette would occur. 

You see, in the restroom that I 
frequented during class, there are 
three urinals lined up alongside 
each other.  At the time all three 
urinals were vacant, so I had my 
options open. I purposefully chose 
the one on the right. This may 
seem like an arbitrary decision, 

but it was carefully planned out to 
prevent unnecessary discomfort. 
Should another gentleman happen 
to need the facilities at precisely the 
same time as me then he would be 
able to use the urinal to the far left, 
and thus ensure a comfortable one-
urinal-spacing between him and 
myself.   

Foolproof plan… Right?  
Not quite, because a “gentleman” 

did enter the restroom while I 
was taking care of business, but 
he did not follow the “one-urinal-
spacing-rule” that common sense 
dictates. He parked himself directly 
adjacent to me in the middle urinal, 
all but guaranteeing 30 seconds 
of awkward silence while we both 

pointedly avoid eye contact with 
each other for the duration of 
our stay in the Brooklyn College 
restroom.

I mean is it too much to ask for 
an individual to move 3 feet over 
for the mutual benefit of both 
parties? After all, one goes to the 
restroom to relieve oneself, so 
doesn’t it make sense that this brief 
period of ones life should be spent 
in relief, and not in uncomfortable 
and awkward silence that some ill-
mannered individuals force it to 
be?

Now, I’m not one who enjoys 
forcing anyone to do things, but 
dammit if there shouldn’t be some 
law about urinal spacing.  If people 

can’t follow common courtesy on 
their own accord then there should 
be rules in place ensuring that they 
do. If a sign on every bathroom door 
laying out the proper guidelines for 
restroom conduct is what it takes, 
then that is what has to be done, for 
the sake of myself and all mankind.

 
- by a disgruntled BC Undergrad 

student

You Know What Really Grinds My Gears...
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Sports

New iPad vs. iPad 2 

Continued from page 8
However not all is perfect with the New iPad. 

While the New iPad has a higher resolution 
than most computers, many website images 
aren’t “New iPad Ready,” and so you’ll often get 
a website whose images have been compressed 
and look good on your computer but don’t look 
so great on the New iPad. This problem is also 
found on iPad apps that haven’t been updated for 
the New iPad. However, these issues should be 
fixed soon as most developers will try to update 
their images to meet the New iPad’s resolution 
(though at this point it is still something to 
consider). 

Movies on the New iPad now play in Full 
HD 1920 x 1080, and in fact are 1 million pixels 
smaller than the New iPad’s native resolution of 
2048 x 1536, though they still fit comfortably onto 
the sharp screen. Since the iPad is essentially one 
big touchscreen, the new display alone should be 
enough to convince you to opt for the slightly 
more expensive New iPad. Even so, Apple has 
also improved the iPad’s camera and cellular 
connectivity.

The New iPad’s camera has been upgraded to 
5 megapixels from the iPad 2’s 0.7 megapixels. 

The new camera can also take Full HD video. 
While megapixels are an important addition to 
the New iPad’s camera, the key to a good photo 
is more than just a high megapixel count. Apple 
has also improved the cameras’ optics, image 
signal processor, and software. What this means 
is that photos taken with the New iPad will be 
on par with typical modern smartphones, and 
videos will be in Full HD. The results of the 
improvement to the camera are amazing. While 
the previous iPad’s camera was there just for 
show, this new camera will amaze you with its 
breathtaking images.

However, Apple has neglected to upgrade 
the New iPad’s front facing camera. Therefore, 
Facetime chats and front facing pictures still 
suffer from grainy quality. If you plan on using 
your tablet as a camera, this is currently the best 
tablet camera on the market.

Lastly, Apple also updated the New iPad’s 
connectivity options, though just like the 
previous 2 iPads, Apple is still charging you an 
additional $130.00 for cellular connectivity. The 
New iPad is the first device from Apple with 
a 4G LTE option, offering you upload speeds 
greater than 40 Mbps. In the real world testing 
speeds are closer to 20 Mbps. That is faster 
than the average American home connection. 
Regrettably, with such a fast connection it is easy 

to forget that both AT&T and Verizon wireless, 
the only service providers for the New iPad, do 
not provide you with an unlimited wireless plan.

While the speed and ease of use of the built 
in 4G LTE on the iPad are hard to resist, I 
recommend that users get a Wi-Fi iPad rather 
than a 4G one. Users can always purchase a 
MiFi if they need it and they’ll get another 20-
30 minutes of usage on a charge if they only use 
Wi-Fi. Plus the savings of $130.00 are probably 
better spent on more disk space anyway.

The new iPad has improved enough for anyone 
with a first generation iPad to be convinced to 
go out and buy one. However it’s not so easy 
to say the same for a second generation iPad 
owner. While the new display and better camera 
are legitimately great improvements, it may not 
be worth it to spend another $500.00 this year. 
However, if you’re bent on getting the New iPad 
and currently have the the iPad 2 you may be 
able to sell it for a reasonable price on eBay or 
Amazon, which may be worth the effort. And if 
you are patient the next iPad is probably already 
less than a year away.

LeBron an Elite player?
By: Efraim Graber

Before Peyton Manning led 
his team to victory in Super Bowl 
XLI, many of his critics claimed 
that he could never be considered 
a historically elite QB until he got 
over that hump and got himself a 
championship ring. In his defense, 
football analysts and former 
players argued that this was a gross 
misconception. They understood 
that in elimination-style playoffs 
a player can have one rough 
game; and all it takes in the NFL 
postseason is one bad game to go 
home.

In basketball this is not the case. 
Each postseason series is a best-
of-seven one, providing each team 
multiple chances to take control. 
Therefore, in the NBA, it is widely 
accepted that no matter how good 
a player may be, if he cannot even 
win one championship, then he is 
not a player of “elite” status. 

After all, how can he be? If a 
great player is a shooter, then how 
is it possible that he will not be able 
to carry his team with his scoring 
abilities, at least one time, to the 

title? If he 
is a terrific 
point guard, 
he’ll find a 
way to win by 
getting those 
around him 
the ball. And 
if he’s a widely 
a c c l a i m e d 
r e b o u n d e r 
who creates 
put back 
shots and 
s e c o n d 
chances, a 
skill that 
is precious 
in playoff-
b a s k e t b a l l , 
he’ll provide 
enough boards to keep his team in 
the game. 

Now, let’s take a look at Lebron 
James: He is a shooter, a passer, 
and board-pusher all in one. He 
competes at the highest level. Yet, 
absurdly, he does not have one title.  
I have heard the oft-repeated excuse, 
“He had no one in Cleveland! No 
point guard, no center, no power 

f o r w a r d .” 
But, come 
on, Lebron 
did not have 
m u l t i p l e 
s i x t y - w i n 
seasons with 
‘no point 
guard, center, 
or forward.’ 
And, to be 
honest, truly 
elite players 
make those 
around them 
great players, 
regardless of 
their hype or 
salary. 

Let me 
offer my 

explanation for his lack of success: 
he is a choker! It’s as simple as that. 
Many of his fanatics and defenders 
have cried that he has had some 
game-winning shots. But were they 
at the right time? Where was he 
in game 6 of the Heat-Mavericks 
series with the championship on 
the line? His 2.2 average points 
in the fourth quarter of the finals 

is literally astonishing. Thinking 
about it, this means that his odds 
of hitting a game-winning three 
pointer in the Finals range from 
slim to zero. And slim just left the 
building. 

Personally, I just can’t wait until 
Lebron is forced off the Heat after 
a second consecutive failure. He’ll 
soon be forced to realize that as 
long as he is considered a star, 
everyone will always be looking at 
him, and only him, waiting to start 
a whole new tirade when he walks 
off shamefully off the court after 
another disappointing playoff loss.

This is an opionated article and 
in no way does it reflect the views of 
Night Call or Brooklyn College.

LeBron James getting emotional after his 
“dream team” lost to the Mavericks in the 2011      

NBA Finals
Source: limitedplaymakers.com            
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Email us at nightcallnews@gmail.com
Letters to the Editor are welcome!


